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1 Introduction

The use of continuous connectivity is still likely to cause more battery drain than in other states (such as CELL PCH, URA PCH & IDLE) if the network makes a choice to put all Rel-7 mobiles that supports Layer 1 ConConn in the CELL DCH state for long periods it will mean that the battery drain for these mobiles will be significant, even though the application running doesn’t need to be continuously connected.
2 Discussion
This observation highlights the need for a means to provide to the RNC and CN an indication that mobile needs to be maintained in a continuously connected state. 

The RNC needs this indication in order to:

· allocate a DCH using Layer 1 ConConn attributes

· maintain the Iu connection in case of load problems

The CN needs this indication in order to:
· not release an Iu connection when the buffer is empty

· for load/pre-emption reasons
All in all, in order to save network resources and the battery of the mobile how does the network know to apply or not Layer 1 ConConn or not? NEC would like to discuss this issue in RAN2.

3 Conclusion

The ability to maintain the mobile continuously connected in CELL DCH state requires some indication from some entity that it requires such service attributes. The method as to how this is done and how the RNC and CN elements are aware of  the need for continuous connectivity is as yet not decided. 
