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1. Introduction

For the broadcast mode MBMS services, the activation procedure is performed locally, so the RNC cannot know whether a UE is receiving such kind of MBMS services. If the UE is in a RRC connected mode, the RNC may indicate the UE to move to another frequency other than the PL through the messages such as CELL UPDATE CONFIRM. However in this case the UE may switch back because the FLC applies. This document discusses the consequences and provides possible methods.

2. Discussion

2.1. State of the art

In current version of 25.331, normally the UE shall select a suitable cell on the frequency indicated in “Frequency info” IE. 

This IE can be included in the following messages: 

	RRC Connection
	Radio Bearer
	Cell update

	RRC CONNECTION SETUP,

RRC CONNECTION REJECT,

RRC CONNECTION RELEASE
	RADIO BEARER SETUP,

RADIO BEARER RECONFIGURATION,

RADIO BEARER RELEASE,

TRANSPORT CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION,

PHYSICAL CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION,
	CELL UPDATE CONFIRM,

URA UPDATE CONFIRM.


When the UE is receiving a MBMS service, normally the UE shall select the PL of the MBMS service. 

The load between different frequency layers may be more unbalanced when the MBMS services are provided, because the UEs may converge from several frequency layers to one PL to receive the MBMS services. Thus it may be more probable for the RNC to use the IE “Frequency info” indicating the UE to select to another frequency layer.

2.2. Problem identification

The RNC may indicate the UE to switch to another frequency layer for several kinds of reasons, e.g. load balance. However it becomes meaningless for the RNC to do so because the UE will switch back when FLC applies.

On the other hand, such inter-frequency cell selection may interrupt the MBMS reception and cause data loss.

The matter is that RNC does not know whether a UE is receiving a broadcast mode MBMS service. If the RNC knew this, it may not include the IE “Frequency info”.

2.3. Possible methods
2.3.1.  RB related messages and RRC connection setup/reject
These messages apply when the UE initiates other services. Hence the RNC may avoid the above problem via “MBMS PL Service Restriction Information”. The UE will do service prioritisation and may give up the reception of MBMS services and select to a frequency other than the PL. Therefore the FLC does not take effect.

2.3.2. RRC connection release
When the UE is about to enter idle mode, the UE that is receiving MBMS services shall be allowed to ignore the “Redirection info” IE, because this does not affect the current mechanism and processes and this does not cause the misalignment of the data between the RNC and UE, e.g. some context. Because the RNC will not know the frequency of idle mode UE.

2.3.3.  Cell update confirm
Method 1:


Allow the UE to ignore the “Frequency info” IE when receiving MBMS services.


Advantages: Do not need to introduce new IEs. Do not interrupt MBMS reception.


Drawbacks: May cause confusion and may affect the current understanding and mechanisms, e.g. MM, RRM, legacy implementation.

Method 2:


Forbid the UE to go back to the PL (ignoring FLC).


Advantages: Keep the consistence of the existing mechanisms.


Drawbacks: Interrupt the MBMS reception and cause user bad experience.

Method 3:


Introduce a new IE in Cell /URA update to indicate whether the UE is receiving a MBMS service.


Advantages: The RNC will have enough information when applying “Frequency info”. The indications of RNC will be “reasonable”.


Drawbacks: Introduce new IE. 

Here method 3 is preferred since this method can provide necessary information for the RNC to do decisions and can effectively avoid the conflicts between cell update procedure and FLC with fewer changes on the current understanding.

3. Conclusion

It is proposed that RAN2 discuss the above issue and agree on the corresponding proposals in this document.
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8.3.1.3
CELL UPDATE / URA UPDATE message contents to set

In case of cell update procedure the UE shall transmit a CELL UPDATE message.

In case of URA update procedure the UE shall transmit a URA UPDATE message.

The UE shall set the IEs in the CELL UPDATE message as follows:

1>
set the IE "Cell update cause" corresponding to the cause specified in subclause 8.3.1.2 that is valid when the CELL UPDATE message is submitted to lower layers for transmission;

NOTE:
During the time period starting from when a cell update procedure is initiated by the UE until when the procedure ends, additional CELL UPDATE messages may be transmitted by the UE with different causes.

1>
set the IE "U-RNTI" to the value of the variable U_RNTI;

1>
if the value of the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INDICATOR is TRUE:

2>
include the IE "RRC transaction identifier"; and

3>
set it to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the CELL UPDATE CONFIRM message in the table "Rejected transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS.

2>
include and set the IE "failure cause" to the cause value "protocol error";

2>
set the IE "Protocol error information" set to the value of the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION.

1>
if the value of the variable FAILURE_INDICATOR is TRUE:

2>
include the IE "RRC transaction identifier"; and

3>
set it to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the CELL UPDATE CONFIRM message in the table "Accepted transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS.

2>
include and set the IE "failure cause" to the value of the variable FAILURE_CAUSE.

1>
include the START values for each CN domain, calculated according to subclause 8.5.9;
1>
if an unrecoverable error [16] in any of the AM RLC entities for the signalling radio bearers RB2, RB3 or RB4 is detected:

2>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB2, RB3 or RB4)" to TRUE;

2>
set the variable AM_RLC_ERROR_PENDING_RB234 to TRUE.

1>
otherwise:

2>
if the value of the variable AM_RLC_ERROR_PENDING_RB234 is TRUE:

3>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB2, RB3 or RB4)" to TRUE.

2>
otherwise:

3>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB2, RB3 or RB4)" to FALSE.

1>
if an unrecoverable error [16] in any of the AM RLC entities for the RB5 or upward is detected:

2>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB>4)" to TRUE;

2>
set the variable AM_RLC_ERROR_PENDING_RB5_AND_UP to TRUE.

1>
otherwise:

2>
if the value of the variable AM_RLC_ERROR_PENDING_RB5_AND_UP is TRUE:

3>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB>4)" to TRUE.

2>
otherwise:

3>
set the IE "AM_RLC error indication (RB>4)" to FALSE.

1>
set the IE "RB Timer indicator" to the value of the variable RB_TIMER_INDICATOR;

1>
if the variable ESTABLISHMENT_CAUSE is initialised:

2>
include the IE "Establishment cause" and set it to the value of the variable ESTABLISHMENT_CAUSE.
1> if there is activated MBMS service for which FLC applies:

2> set the value of “MBMS reception indicator” to TRUE.
The UE shall set the IEs in the URA UPDATE message as follows:

1>
set the IE "U-RNTI" to the value of the variable U_RNTI;

1>
set the IE "URA update cause" corresponding to which cause as specified in subclause 8.3.1.2 that is valid when the URA UPDATE message is submitted to lower layers for transmission;

NOTE:
During the time period starting from when a URA update procedure is initiated by the UE until when the procedure ends, additional URA UPDATE messages may be transmitted by the UE with different causes, depending on which causes are valid for the respective URA UPDATE message.

2>
if the value of the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INDICATOR is TRUE:

3>
include the IE "RRC transaction identifier"; and

4>
set it to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the URA UPDATE CONFIRM message in the table "Rejected transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS;

3>
set the IE "Protocol error indicator" to TRUE;

3>
include the IE "Protocol error information" set to the value of the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION.

2>
if the value of the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INDICATOR is FALSE:

3>
if the value of the variable INVALID_CONFIGURATION is TRUE:

4>
include the IE "RRC transaction identifier"; and

4>
set it to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the URA UPDATE CONFIRM message in the table "Accepted transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS;

4>
set the IE "Protocol error indicator" to TRUE;

4>
include the IE "Protocol error information" set to "Information element value not comprehended";

3>
if the value of the variable INVALID_CONFIGURATION is FALSE:

4>
set the IE "Protocol error indicator" to FALSE.
1> if there is activated MBMS service for which FLC applies:

2> set the value of “MBMS reception indicator” to TRUE.

<Cut until the next modification>
8.5.2
Actions when entering idle mode from connected mode

When entering idle mode from connected mode, the UE shall:

1>
clear or set variables upon leaving UTRA RRC connected mode as specified in subclause 13.4;

1>
if the RRC CONNECTION RELEASE message was received and the IE "Redirection info" was present therein; and

1> if no activated MBMS service for which FLD applies:

2>
attempt to camp on a suitable cell on the indicated UTRA carrier included in the RRC CONNECTION RELEASE message;

2>
attempt to camp on a suitable cell of the list of cells for the indicated RAT included in the RRC CONNECTION RELEASE message. If no cells were indicated for that RAT or no suitable cell of the indicated cells for that RAT is found within 10s, attempt to camp on any suitable cell of that RAT; or

2>
if no suitable cell is found on the indicated UTRA carrier or RAT camp on any suitable cell.
1>
attempt to select a suitable cell to camp on.

When leaving connected mode according to [4], the UE shall:

1>
perform cell selection.

While camping on a cell, the UE shall:

1>
acquire system information according to the system information procedure in subclause 8.1;

1>
perform measurements according to the measurement control procedure specified in subclause 8.4; and

1>
if the UE is registered:

2>
be prepared to receive paging messages according to the paging procedure in subclause 8.2.

If the UE is operating in "GSM-MAP mode", the UE shall:

1>
delete any NAS system information received in connected mode;

1>
acquire the NAS system information in system information block type 1; and

1>
proceed according to subclause 8.6.1.2.

When entering idle mode, the UE shall:

1>
if the USIM is present, for each CN domain:

2>
if a new security key set was received for this CN domain but was not used either for integrity protection or ciphering during this RRC connection:

3>
set the START value for this domain to zero; and

3>
store this START value for this domain in the USIM.

2>
else:

3>
if the current "START" value, according to subclause 8.5.9 for a CN domain, is greater than or equal to the value "THRESHOLD" of the variable START_THRESHOLD:

4>
delete the ciphering and integrity keys that are stored in the USIM for that CN domain;

4>
inform the deletion of these keys to upper layers.

3>
else:

4>
store the current "START" value for this CN domain on the USIM.

NOTE:
Prior to storing the "START" value, the UE should calculate this "START" value according to subclause 8.5.9.

1>
else:

2>
if the SIM is present, for each CN domain:

3>
if a new security key set was received for this CN domain but was not used either for integrity protection or ciphering during this RRC connection:

4>
set the START value for this domain to zero; and

4>
store this START value for this domain in the UE
3>
else:

4>
if the current "START" value, according to subclause 8.5.9 for this CN domain, is greater than or equal to the value "THRESHOLD" of the variable START_THRESHOLD:

5>
delete the Kc key for this CN domain;

5>
delete the ciphering and integrity keys that are stored in the UE for that CN domain;
5>
set the "START" values for this CN domain to zero and store it the UE;

5>
inform the deletion of the key to upper layers.

4>
else:

5>
store the current "START" value for this CN domain in the UE.

NOTE:
Prior to storing the "START" value, the UE should calculate this "START" value according to subclause 8.5.9.
<Cut until the next modification>
10.2.7
CELL UPDATE

This message is used by the UE to initiate a cell update procedure.


RLC-SAP: TM


Logical channel: CCCH


Direction: UE(UTRAN

	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description
	Version

	Message Type
	MP
	
	Message Type
	
	

	UE information elements
	
	
	
	
	

	U-RNTI
	MP
	
	U-RNTI 10.3.3.47
	
	

	RRC transaction identifier
	CV-Failure
	
	RRC transaction identifier 10.3.3.36
	
	

	Integrity check info
	CH
	
	Integrity check info 10.3.3.16
	
	

	START list
	MP
	1 to <maxCNdomains>
	
	START [40] values for all CN domains.
	

	>CN domain identity
	MP
	
	CN domain identity 10.3.1.1
	
	

	>START
	MP
	
	START 10.3.3.38
	START value to be used in this CN domain.
	

	AM_RLC error indication(RB2, RB3 or RB4)
	MP
	
	Boolean
	TRUE indicates AM_RLC unrecoverable error [16] occurred on RB2, RB3 or RB4 in the UE
	

	AM_RLC error indication(RB>4)
	MP
	
	Boolean
	TRUE indicates AM_RLC unrecoverable error [16] occurred on RB>4 in the UE
	

	Cell update cause
	MP
	
	Cell update cause 10.3.3.3
	
	

	Failure cause
	OP
	
	Failure cause and error information 10.3.3.14
	
	

	RB timer indicator
	MP
	
	RB timer indicator 10.3.3.28
	
	

	Establishment cause
	OP
	
	Establishment cause 10.3.3.11
	
	Rel-5

	MBMS reception indicator
	MP
	
	Boolean
	TRUE indicates there is at least one activated MBMS service for which FLC applies.
	Rel-6

	Measurement information elements
	
	
	
	
	

	Measured results on RACH
	OP
	
	Measured results on RACH 10.3.7.45
	
	


	Condition
	Explanation

	Failure
	This IE is mandatory present if the IE "Failure cause" is present and not needed otherwise.


<Cut until the next modification>
-- ***************************************************

--

-- CELL UPDATE

--

-- ***************************************************

CellUpdate ::= SEQUENCE {


-- User equipment IEs



u-RNTI






U-RNTI,



startList

STARTList,



am-RLC-ErrorIndicationRb2-3or4

BOOLEAN,



am-RLC-ErrorIndicationRb5orAbove
BOOLEAN,



cellUpdateCause




CellUpdateCause,



-- TABULAR: RRC transaction identifier is nested in FailureCauseWithProtErrTrId



failureCause




FailureCauseWithProtErrTrId


OPTIONAL,



rb-timer-indicator



Rb-timer-indicator,


mbms-reception-indicator

BOOLEAN,

-- Measurement IEs



measuredResultsOnRACH


MeasuredResultsOnRACH



OPTIONAL,



laterNonCriticalExtensions

SEQUENCE {




-- Container for additional R99 extensions




cellUpdate-r3-add-ext


BIT STRING
OPTIONAL,




v590NonCriticalExtensions
SEQUENCE {





cellUpdate-v590ext
CellUpdate-v590ext, 




v6xyNonCriticalExtensions

SEQUENCE {






cellUpdate-v6xyext



CellUpdate-v6xyext-IEs,






nonCriticalExtensions


SEQUENCE {}
OPTIONAL





}

OPTIONAL




}

OPTIONAL



}
OPTIONAL

}

CellUpdate-v590ext ::= SEQUENCE {


establishmentCause



EstablishmentCause
OPTIONAL

}

CellUpdate-v6xyext-IEs ::=


SEQUENCE {


-- User equipment IEs



cellUpdateCause-ext



CellUpdateCause-ext




OPTIONAL

}
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