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1. Introduction

SA4 would like to thank SA2 for their LS on MBMS Session Repetition (S2-050489) and to take this opportunity for asking for further information about the MBMS Session Repetition Number originally requested by RAN2. 
2. MBMS Session Repetition Number: meaning and use cases
SA4 would like to gather more information on the following points to be in a position to properly take into account the MBMS Session Repetition Number within their specifications:

Question to RAN2 & SA2:

· Is the MBMS Session Repetition Number to be intended as the progressive number of the repetition of a session or is it just the indication whether the session is transmitted the first time or retransmitted?

Questions to RAN2:

· Which are the implications of the usage of such MBMS Session Repetition Number in the RAN with respect to the time needed for establishing the MBMS radio bearer relevant to that session, and consequently the time occurring between the transmission of the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message to the RNC and the expected actual start of the data transfer at the BM-SC? 
· Is it expected that the BM-SC should schedule different time values for the actual start of the data transfer depending on the usage of the MBMS Session Repetition Number inside the RNC?

· If the answer to the above question is yes, is there any rule for making the BM-SC aware of these different time values depending on the session repetition number, since the time to data transfer (after the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message delivery to the RNC) is unknown to the RNC?

Questions to GERAN2 and SA2:

· Is the MBMS Session Repetition Number to be used over the Iu interface only or over the Gb interface too? Is GERAN2 going to use such a field to enhance their counting procedure in the GERAN?
· If the answer to the above question is no: 

· is the intention not to include such a field in the MBMS SESSION START REQUEST message over the Gb interface?

· in case of an MBMS session to be delivered both to the RAN and the GERAN, is it acceptable the BM-SC time scheduling for the actual start of the data transfer be adjusted for the worst case, i.e. for the most delayed radio bearer establishment procedure (possibly that involving the GERAN if the enhanced counting procedure is not adopted in such a case)?

Question to RAN2:

· If the answer to the above question were yes, could RAN2 still confirm the advantages for the RAN, related to the usage of the MBMS Session Repetition Number?
3. Actions:

To SA2, RAN2, GERAN2
ACTION:
SA4 kindly asks SA2, RAN2, GERAN2 to answer the above questions to let SA4 be in a better position to include the MBMS Session Repetition Number in their specifications.
4. Date of Next TSG-SA4 WG4 Meetings:

TSG-SA WG4 #35
9th – 13th May, 2005

San Diego
USA
TSG-SA WG4 #36
5th –   9th  September, 2005
TBD
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