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1. Overall Description:

In RAN2 specifications the CCCH logical channel is fixed to use the first transport format configuration of the PRACH. Since the CCCH is using TM mode the transport block size of the first transport format configuration of the PRACH configured in the SIB gives directly the size of the messages that can be sent on the CCCH in the uplink.

In order to be able to add additional information to messages that are sent on the CCCH (e.g. Cell Update or RRC connection request) it is necessary to increase the transport block size of the first transport format configuration of the PRACH configured in the SIBs. However doing so this would have an impact on the transport block sizes used by the DCCH channel.

Alternative A

In order to avoid this it has been proposed to add a new transport format configuration with a bigger transport block size as the first transport format configuration as listed in the PRACH configuration broadcast on the SIB. CCCH messages would then be transmitted using this transport format configuration whilst DCCH messages could still use the same transport format configuration as before. This means that R99/4/5/6 UEs would all be impacted.

Although RAN2 has come to the conclusion that there should be no backwards compatibility problems with this approach RAN2 would like to hear T1s opinion on this way forward. 

Alternative B

In the case T1 has concerns on the backwards compatibility an alternative solution was to add the additional transport format configuration and the additional transport format combination as the last transport format configuration in a non-critical extension to the SIB5/6. By doing so only Release 6 UEs would be able to use the extended message format.

A CR on 34.108 including a configuration for alternative A is attached.
2. Actions:

To T1 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 kindly requests T1 to discuss whether alternative A is agreeable and inform RAN2 on the outcome of the discussion.
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