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1. Overall Description:

During the RAN2 45-bis meeting, RAN2 has discussed a number of MBMS scenario’s not only addressing the signalling across Uu but also covering the UTRAN interfaces. The aim of this effort is to evaluate if the current specifications are consistent and complete i.e. cover all main scenario’s. Although RAN 2 has not completed this exercise, RAN2 would like to inform RAN3 about one issue that was identified during the discussion.

According to 25.331, upon deciding the transfer mode to be p-t-m, UTRAN sends an MBMS Modified Services Information message via DCCH to UEs in CELL_DCH (sometimes also referred to as dedicated notification). It is the RAN2 understanding that if the UE is under cells controlled by another RNC, the DRNC does not indicate the transfer mode since the MBMS Channel Type Reconfiguration message is not sent in this case. RAN2 briefly discussed the use of a timer in the SRNC, but this solution does not seem to be suitable (see note).

Note
The SRNC could start a timer upon receiving the Session Start Request message and to assume p-t-m transfer mode upon its expiry if meanwhile the MBMS Channel Type Reconfiguration message is not received. RAN 2 would like to clarify that the use of counting is up to RNC implementation. Some DRNC implementations may always use p-t-m transfer mode for a given service, in which case the DRNC establishes the p-t-m radio bearer immediately i.e. from the next modification period followed. Other DRNC implementations may apply FLC indication followed by counting. For such services, the p-t-m RB decision (and RB establishment) may be up to 3 modification periods later. If the SRNC would base the timer on the maximum expected delay, the UE would receive the dedicated notification late for cases in which the DRNC starts p-t-m immediately. In such a case, the UE would miss the first part of the session (up to 3 modification periods, which is expected to be in the order of 15 seconds).

2. Actions:

To GERAN2 group.

ACTION: 
RAN2 requests RAN3 to consider the issue identified with the dedicated notification and to indicate how this is intended to be addressed in the RAN3 specifications
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