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1. Overall Description:

RAN WG2 thanks GERAN WG2 for their liaison (GP-042911) on the Packet-switched handover feature. RAN WG2 has studied the TS43.129 v2.0.0 and has some questions/comments on the contents of the TS. 

Questions/comments
1. Support of “lossless” handover: RAN2 would like to notify GERAN2 that lossless relocation currently does not work during “SRNS Relocation with combined hard handover” within UTRAN. Also RAN2 note that in order to support this between UTRAN and GERAN, it would require the further specification of:

· An N-PDU<>PDCP sequence number translation mechanism.

· The introduction of a sequence number exchange mechanism to RRC messages for the GERAN to UTRAN case.

RAN2 therefore assume that, unless lossless handover is proved to be beneficial, it does not currently need to be specified between UTRAN and GERAN.

2. Robust Header Compression (RoHC) Context Relocation: RAN2 currently assume that header compression contexts will not be transferred to the target system during PS handover, and therefore the context will need to be re-established. Is this also the understanding of GERAN2 and CN1?

3. PS handover to GERAN in CELL_FACH state: It is stated in TS43.129 that UTRAN to GERAN handover is possible in CELL_FACH state. RAN2 do not see the need for this, and see some complexity in allowing this since mobility in CELL_FACH state is controlled by the UE, and also because the UE does not provide inter-RAT measurements to the UTRAN in CELL_FACH state.

2. Actions:

1) RAN2 kindly request feedback from GERAN2 on question 2, and also invite further comments on points 1 and 3.
2) RAN2 kindly request feedback from CN WG1 on question 2.
3) Further feedback on these points is invited from other groups.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN2 Meetings:

RAN WG2#46 
14th – 18th February 2005
Scottsdale, USA.

RAN WG2#46bis
4th – 8th April 2005
Beijing, China.

