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1.
Introduction

The basic MAC model for HSUPA was agreed in the last RAN2 meeting. In this contribution we propose some modeling changes with the purpose of clarifying the model and protocol layers.

2.
Proposed changes

We tried to make the model 'cleaner' from protocol layer point of view, i.e., less layer violations. The MAC-e and MAC-es PDU structures are untouched and the functions are also mainly the same. The biggest modelling change is that MAC-d does not add C/T, and logical channel multiplexing is done in the MAC-es/e. 

In the UE side, new numbering entities are added (per logical channel). This can be called MAC-es (sub)layer, if we want to separate MAC-es and MAC-e also in the UE side.

MAC-d flow concept is not visible in the UE user plane, only in the control plane, to support different HARQ profiles. RNC tells the UE the mapping of logical channels to each MAC-d flow.

In the UTRAN side, MAC-e is terminated in Node B which removes MAC-e header. MAC-es PDUs are distributed to MAC-d flows (over Iub). MAC-es does reordering per logical channel. Thus reordering queue distribution is also logical channel demultiplexing. Thus there is no need to add C/T fields which would then be removed by MAC-d.

3.
Conclusions

The changes are proposed to be agreed. A text proposal containing the changes is attached.

Proposed changes for Chapter 7 of TS 25.309:

7
MAC architecture

7.1
General Principle

7.1.1
MAC multiplexing

The E-DCH MAC multiplexing has the following characteristics:

· logical channel multiplexing is supported at MAC-e level;

· Multiple MAC-d flows can be configured for one UE;
· The multiplexing of different MAC-d flows within the same MAC-e PDU is supported. But not all the combinations may be allowed for one UE. The allowed combinations are under the control of the SRNC. (See in clause 10)

· There can be up to 8 MAC-d flows for a UE.

7.1.2
Reordering entity

The re-ordering entity is part of a separate MAC sub-layer, MAC-es, in the SRNC. Data coming from different MAC-d flows are reordered in different reordering queues. There is one reordering queue per logical channel.
The reordering is based on a specific TSN included in the MAC-es PDU and on Node-B tagging with a (CFN, subframe number). For each MAC-es PDU, the SRNC receives the TSN originating from the UE, as well as the (CFN, subframe number) originating from the Node-B to perform the re-ordering. Additional mechanisms (e.g. timer-based and/or window-based) are up to SRNC implementation and will not be standardised.

7.2
MAC architecture – UE side

7.2.1
Overall architecture

The overall UE MAC architecture, which is shown in Figure 7.2.1-1, includes a new MAC-es/MAC-e entity which controls access to the E-DCH. A new connection from MAC-d to MAC-es/MAC-e is added to the architecture, as well as a connection between MAC-es/MAC-e and the MAC Control SAP. 
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Figure 7.2.1-1: UE side MAC architecture

As shown in Figure 7.2.1-2, a RLC PDU enters MAC-d on a logical channel. MAC-d does not add any header. MAC-es collects the MAC-d PDUs of one size to be sent within one TTI into a MAC-es PDU and adds the transmission sequence number (TSN) (6 bits). MAC-es PDUs from one or more logical channels belong to a MAC-d flow. MAC-es PDUs from one or more MAC-d flows are multiplexed into a MAC-e PDU. In the MAC-e header, the DDI (Data Description Indicator) field (6 bits) identifies logical channel, MAC-d flow and MAC-d PDU size. A mapping table is signalled over RRC, to allow the UE to set DDI values. The N field (fixed size of 6 bits) indicates the number of consecutive MAC-d PDUs corresponding to the same DDI value. A special value of the DDI field indicates that no more data is contained in the remaining part of the MAC-e PDU. The MAC-e PDU is forwarded to a Hybrid ARQ entity, which then forwards the MAC-e PDU to layer 1 for transmission in one TTI.
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Figure 7.2.1-2: Simplified architecture showing MAC inter-working in UE. The left part shows the functional split while the right part shows PDU construction.

7.2.2
Details of MAC-d

For support of E-DCH a new connection to MAC-es is added.
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Figure 7.2.2-1: UE side MAC architecture/ MAC-d details

7.2.3
Details of MAC-c/sh

The support of E-DCH implies no change to the UE MAC-c/sh entity.

7.2.4
Details of MAC-hs

The support of E-DCH implies no change to the UE MAC-hs entity.

7.2.5
Details of MAC-es/MAC-e

The MAC-es/e handles the E-DCH specific functions. The split between MAC-e and MAC-es in the UE is not detailed. In the model below the MAC-e/es comprises the following entities:

-
HARQ:
The HARQ entity is responsible for handling the MAC functions relating to the HARQ protocol. It is responsible for storing MAC-e payloads and re-transmitting them. The detailed configuration of the hybrid ARQ protocol is provided by RRC over the MAC-Control SAP. The HARQ entity provides the E-TFC, the retransmission sequence number (RSN), and the power offset to be used by L1. Redundancy version (RV) of the HARQ transmission is derived by L1 from RSN, CFN and in case of 2 ms TTI from the sub-frame number. RRC signalling can also configure the HARQ entity to use RV=0 for every transmission.

-
Multiplexing:
The multiplexing entity is responsible for concatenating multiple MAC-d PDUs into MAC-es PDUs, and to multiplex one or multiple MAC-es PDUs into a single MAC-e PDU, to be transmitted at the next TTI, and as instructed by the E-TFC selection function. It is also responsible for managing and setting the TSN per logical channel for each MAC-es PDU.

-
E-TFC selection:
This entity is responsible for E-TFC selection according to the scheduling information (Relative Grants and Absolute Grants) received from UTRAN via L1, and for arbitration among the different flows mapped on the E-DCH. The detailed configuration of the E-TFC entity is provided by RRC over the MAC-Control SAP. The E-TFC selection function controls the multiplexing function.
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Figure 7.2.5-1: UE side MAC architecture / MAC-es/e details

7.3
MAC architecture – UTRAN side

7.3.1
Overall architecture

The overall UTRAN MAC architecture, which is shown in Figure 7.3.1-1, includes a new MAC-e entity and a new MAC-es entity. For each UE that uses E-DCH, one MAC-e entity per Node-B and one MAC-es entity in the SRNC are configured. MAC-e, located in the Node B, controls access to the E-DCH and is connected to MAC-es, located in the SRNC. MAC-es is further connected to MAC-d. For control information, new connections are defined between MAC-e and a MAC Control SAP in the Node B, and between MAC-es and the MAC Control SAP in the SRNC. 

There is one Iub transport bearer per MAC-d flow (i.e. MAC-es PDUs carrying MAC-d PDUs from the same MAC-d flow).
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Figure 7.3.1-1: UTRAN side MAC architecture (SHO not shown)
As shown in Figure 7.3.1-2, a MAC-e PDU enters MAC from layer 1. After Hybrid ARQ handling, the MAC-e PDU is demultiplexed to form MAC-es PDUs aimed for one or more MAC-d flows. The mapping between the DDI (Data Description Indicator) fields (6 bits) and the MAC-d flow and MAC-d PDU size is provided to the Node B by the SRNC. The mapping of the MAC-d flow into its Iub bearer is defined by the SRNC. A special value of the DDI field indicates that no more data is contained in the remaining part of the MAC-e PDU. The MAC-es PDUs are sent over Iub to MAC-es, where they are distributed on the reordering queue of each logical channel. After re-ordering, the in-sequence data units are disassembled. The resulting MAC-d PDUs are forwarded to MAC-d and RLC. 
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Figure 7.3.1-2: Simplified architecture showing MAC inter-working in UTRAN.  The left part shows the functional split while the right part shows PDU decomposition.

7.3.2
Details of MAC-d

For support of E-DCH a new connection to MAC-es is added. 
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Figure 7.3.2-1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-d details

7.3.3
Details of MAC-c/sh

The support of E-DCH implies no change to the UTRAN MAC-c/sh entity

7.3.4
Details of MAC-hs

The support of E-DCH implies no change to the UTRAN MAC-hs entity

7.3.5
Details of MAC-es

For each UE, there is one MAC-es entity in the SRNC. The MAC-es sublayer handles E-DCH specific functionality, which is not covered in the MAC-e entity in Node B. In the model below, the MAC-e comprises the following entities:
· Reordering Queue Distribution:

The reordering queue distribution function routes the MAC-es PDUs to the correct reordering buffer based the SRNC configuration.

· Reordering:

This function reorders received MAC-es PDUs according to the received TSN and Node-B tagging i.e. (CFN, subframe number). MAC-es PDUs with consecutive TSNs are delivered to the disassembly function upon reception. PDUs are not delivered to the disassembly function if PDUs with a lower TSN are missing. The number of reordering entities is controlled by the SRNC. There is one Reordering Queue per logical channel.

-
Macro diversity selection:

The function is performed in the MAC-es, in case of soft handover with multiple Node-Bs (The soft combining for all the cells of a Node-B takes place in the Node-B). This means that the reordering function receives MAC-es PDUs from each Node-B in the E-DCH active set. The exact implementation is not specified. However the model below is based on one Reordering Queue Distribution entity receiving all the MAC-d flow from all the Node-Bs, and one MAC-es entity per UE.

· Disassembly:

The disassembly function is responsible for disassembly of MAC-es PDUs. When a MAC-es PDU is disassembled the MAC-es header is removed, the MAC-d PDU’s are extracted and delivered to MAC-d. 
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Figure 7.3.5-1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-es details (SHO case)
7.3.6
Details of MAC-e

There is one MAC-e entity in Node B for each UE and one E-DCH scheduler function in the Node-B. The MAC-e and E-DCH scheduler handle HSUPA specific functions in Node B. In the model below, the MAC-e and E-DCH scheduler comprises the following entities:

· E-DCH Scheduling :

This function manages E-DCH cell resources between UEs. Based on scheduling requests, scheduling assignments are determined and transmitted. The general principles of the E-DCH scheduling are described in subclause 9.1 below. However implementation is not specified (i.e. depends on RRM strategy).

· E-DCH Control :

The E-DCH control entity is responsible for reception of scheduling requests and transmission of scheduling assignments. The general principles of the E-DCH scheduling are described in subclause 9.1 below.

· De-multiplexing:

This function provides de-multiplexing of MAC-e PDUs. MAC-es PDUs are forwarded to the associated MAC-d flow.

· HARQ:

One HARQ entity is capable of supporting multiple instances (HARQ process) of stop and wait HARQ protocols. Each process is responsible for generating ACKs or NACKs indicating delivery status of E-DCH transmissions. The HARQ entity handles all tasks that are required for the HARQ protocol. 

The associated signalling shown in the figure illustrates the exchange of information between layer 1 and layer 2 provided by primitives.
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Figure 7.3.6-1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-e details
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Figure 4.2.3.2.1: UE side MAC architecture / MAC-d details
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Figure 4.2.3.2.1: UE side MAC architecture / MAC-d details
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