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1.
Introduction
At the last meeting, [1] proposed to introduce a timer by which the UE would know when to stop receiving MCCH information. During the meeting, the question was raised about how the UE would know when it can stop receiving the MCCH information until the next access or repetition period, depending on the case.
In this document we provide a discussion on the topic and we propose a way forward.

2.
Discussion

The current text in 25.346 states the following:

“The transmission of this information may take a variable number of TTIs and the UE will keep receiving the S-CCPCH until:

· It receives all of the MCCH information, or

· It receives a TTI that does not include any MCCH data, or
· The information contents indicate that further reception is not required (e.g. no modification to the desired service information).
Based on this behaviour, the UTRAN may repeat the MCCH information following a scheduled transmission in order to improve reliability. The MCCH schedule will be common for all services.”
This discussion focuses on the second bullet. The simplest way for the UE to know whether any MCCH data is being transmitted is to decode correctly all the TBs in an S-CCPCH transmission. The problem with this method is that it relies on the UE being able to decode all the transport channels on the S-CCPCH. Since their reliability could vary significantly, this could lead to un-necessary reception of the S-CCPCH and therefore power consumption.

An alternative that was mentioned during early discussions is to rely on the reception of the TFCI to determine that no MCCH data is being transmitted. The problem is that with the R’99 scheme, logical channels mapped on FACH could have data sent on any of the FACHs mapped on the same S-CCPCH. The origin of this requirement stems from the fact that the S-RNC might not know the S-CCPCH RB mapping used by the C-RNC. In the case of MBMS however, the MCCH and the BCCH, which caries the MCCH bearer information, are both originating at the C-RNC. Therefore, it would be possible to indicate to the UE the specific FACH used to carry MCCH information, enabling the use of the TFCI to make a reliable assessment of the end of the transmission.
Even if this FACH transport channel is used to carry other data, at least it would ensure that the end of the MCCH message could be established with the same level of reliability as the information itself. 

3.
Proposal

It is proposed for the group to agree to:

· Map the MCCH on a specific TrCH, rather than allowing any mapping as is currently done for FACH;
· Transmit this information on the BCCH along with the rest of the MCCH bearer information;
· Require the UE to use the TFCI to determine when the MCCH transmission has been completed.
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