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1
Introduction

In the RAN2#39 meeting RAN2 came to a decision to have:

· Spare PICH

· Or a MICH

channels for notification indications.

NEC would like to discuss the implications of the decision and proposes that only the MICH option is maintained.

1.1 Discussion

The adoption of both spare PICH and MICH possibilities means essentially that there are two ways of doing the same thing. Whereas the MICH is scaleable the spare PICH has limited capacity.

In general terms NEC think that it is not a good idea to provide two methods, both of which do the same thing as this leads to:

· Twice the specification

· Twice the testing

· & twice the IOT

So in order to reduce complexity NEC would like to suggest that the option to use spare PICH bits for notification purposes be removed from the stage 2 and RAN2 endorse the use of the MICH scheme.

1.2 Conclusions

Keeping two possibilities for notification would make the MBMS requirements for protocols, testing and IOT more complexity and thus bring very little to MBMS for R6.

The option to use Spare PICH bits for notification purposes should be removed from the stage 2.

