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1. Overall Description:

GERAN2 thanks RAN2 for their LS (R2-032026) on GERAN Iu mode impact to UTRAN. In response to the concerns raised in the LS, GERAN2 has discussed once again the coding alternatives and come to the conclusion that if the solution currently described in the stage 2 (3GPP TS 43.130) is not acceptable to RAN2 than the best alternative would be to use ASN.1 coding for the GRA/Cell Update message in GERAN RRC, which means that the GRA/Cell Update ASN.1 coded would be used always, regardless of deployment of Iur-g.

GERAN2 would like to point out however that it is GERAN2’s understanding that the UTRAN RNC already need to support CSN.1 coding of the “SBSS RELOCATION INFO” message specified in 44.118 (sub-clause 11.5.1) that is used when the UTRAN RNC triggers a handover to a GERAN Iu mode BSS. This is in line with the principle of the source node adapting to the target node.

Given this information, GERAN2 kindly ask RAN2 to once again consider the impacts of support for CSN.1 coded GRA/Cell Update messages sent over Iur-g in Rel-5. If the impacts are deemed not acceptable, GERAN2 is prepared to accept a change in existing Stage 2 and Stage 3 specifications for Release 5 to mandate ASN.1 coding of GRA/Cell Update and possibly GRA/URA Update Complete messages in GERAN RRC. This solution would in that case have no impacts on UTRAN.

RAN2 indicated in their Liaison Statement “[…] RAN2 has not agreed the CR on inter-RAT cell reselection because there are still concerns regarding the cell reselection from UTRAN cell to GERAN Iu mode cell […]”. With the information provided above, GERAN2 is happy that RAN2 make the decision regarding the coding of the above-mentioned messages and therefore agree the Inter-RAT cell re-selection CR, should there be any dependency between the two issues.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group: 

GERAN2 kindly asks RAN2:

1. To consider the impacts of supporting CSN.1 coded messages in the RNC in light of the information provided above.

2. To take the decision on which coding should be used.

3. To agree on the remaining Inter-RAT cell re-selection CR independently of the decision on the coding.

GERAN2 also kindly request that RAN2 inform GERAN2 of the outcome of these actions. 
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