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1. 
Introduction

SA2 would like to thank RAN WG3 for their LS (R3-030833) on Iu release procedures to highlight that RANAP have currently no means to send a failure message to SGSN for the Iu Release procedure so cannot fulfil 23.060 current requirement: “If the RNC does not receive the Release RRC Connection Acknowledge message and if Cause is different from Authentication Failure or Detach, it should send a failure message to the SGSN, and the SGSN should stay in the MM-CONNECTED state.”

As confirmed by RAN3, this may lead to de-synchronization between the UE and the CN as the CN will move the UE to IDLE state at reception of the Iu Release Complete, while the UE may still have RRC resources and still be in CONNECTED mode. 

The alternative to sending an Iu release failure message seems to be to rely on the RNC to deal with this de-synchronisation.

SA2 discussed whether the RNC could move the UE state back to IDLE as soon as the UE gets back to radio coverage via RNC procedure, in order to only have UE-CN state de-synchronisation during the period in which the UE is out of coverage. One way could be that the RNC keeps trying to release the RRC connection for at least the duration of timer T316, but this raised the following questions:

1. is this specified anywhere?

2. what if T316 is set to infinity?

SA 2 also raised the question as to whether there could be any correlation between the instances when the SGSN releases the Iu connection (eg after RA update) and the mobile becoming unpageable. Specifically, does the mobile ever become unpageable during transitions between RRC states eg when moving from Cell-DCH to URA-PCH following the signalling caused by movement of the mobile into a new LA (and RA)?

2. Actions 

To RAN2/3

Confirm and document that the RNC can move the UE back to IDLE state in order to re-synchronize UE State with the CN as soon as the UE moves back to radio coverage. 

To RAN 2

Can RAN 2 confirm that the mobile remains contactable during all RRC state and substate transitions?

3. Dates of Next TSG SA WG2 


TSG SA WG2 #34
18-22 August 2003
Brussels


TSG SA WG2 #35
27-31 October 2003
Asia






























































































