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1 Introduction

The NAS as specified (in 24.008) is not allowed to accept signaling from the CN until the integrity protection procedure is complete as indicated by AS (in 25.331). The integrity protection procedure however is only indicated to NAS when the SECURITY MODE COMPLETE is acknowledged at RLC level. The problem is that the network (thinking that ciphering is complete) sends the SETUP message which is sent to the mobile before the RLC ack is received by the mobile. The SETUP message is therefore received by the mobile RRC and forwarded directly to NAS which promptly discards it due to the fact that integrity hasn’t yet been started.

2 Discussion

This problem is found to occur in real live networks leading to a drop call as the MSC waits for a reply to its SETUP message.

RAN2 is requested to how this can be resolved. NEC will volunteer to draft the CR.










