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1. Response

SA2 would like to thank RAN2 for the LS on MBMS related issues, which describes some architectural principles regarding MBMS support in the UTRAN.

SA2 would like to provide the following feedback to the questions raised by RAN2:

· RAN 2 Question 1

Regarding MBMS service context establishment (see attached relevant signalling flow), RAN2 would like to know when/how often would the MBMS service context establishment be initiated over Iu.

It has been agreed that the SGSN should provide MBMS service information to the RNC before data transmission.

SA2 have discussed whether the CRNC needs to receive service information on different circumstances. As there has been no common understanding of RAN mechanisms in SA2, SA2 could not agree on the following three items. The RAN2 view on the issues is welcome.

· A SGSN hosting UEs that have activated a MBMS service but now in PMM-IDLE mode shall provide the MBMS service information to RNCs of last know RA of the UE (whereas the restriction to send the information only to RNCs in the service area of this RA or to all RNCs of the RA has still to be discussed). This is done via Iu interface.

· A SGSN hosting UEs that have activated a MBMS service and now in PMM-CONNECTED mode, shall provide the MBMS service information to the SRNC hosting the Ues. This is done via Iu interface.

· A SGSN receiving a CRNC message indicating the need of a MBMS service information (due to UE mobility via Iur), provides MBMS service information of the requested service to this CRNC via Iu interface.

Also, no conclusion has been reached regarding how often service information will be provided to the RNC. 

Discussion took place: 

· it was agreed that MBMS service information are defined for long periods and should not change frequently even if there are some idle periods between each data transmission.

· there may be some need to change service information due to service modification but the period between each change is expected to be long but has not been defined yet.

Discussion took place on the impact on the Iu: it was not clear whether the service information has or has not to be provided to the RNC after each idle period without data transfer. What is the assumption in RAN2 whether and how often the information has to be sent to RNCs, i.e. how often it is deleted in RNCs ?

· RAN 2 Question 2

RAN2 assumes that the MBMS service context establishment will contain information regarding the service area(s) where the service has to be broadcast/multicast. RAN2 also assumes that the CN provides information regarding in which service areas users need to be tracked and in which areas users do not need to be tracked.
Could SA2 elaborate on the service area related information the CN will provide, e.g. will the CN provide service area or local service area related information? Where does the CN obtain this information from?

SA2 have not sufficient information to comment on the following: " RAN2 also assumes that the CN provides information regarding in which service areas users need to be tracked and in which areas users do not need to be tracked." 

SA2 asks RAN2 to clarify tracking area/non-tracking area concept in general and following points in particular:

· if tracking-area/non-tracking areas have impacts on Iu interface, e.g. does tracking or non-tracking require Iu connections per UE and will such connections be established/released at transition between tracking/non-tracking or within one tracking mode?

· Some companies proposed that the UTRAN could provide dynamic configuration/re-configuration of tracking-area/non-tracking areas (e.g. because of considerable traffic changes in an area), and questioned whether it should be better to decide on areas for tracking/non-tracking within RAN instead of configuring them from the CN.

· What is the relation of tracking/non-tracking area with the Stage1 definition of Local Multicast Area?

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group.

ACTION: SA2 asks RAN2 to clarify the above points. 


3. Date of Next TSG-SA2 Meeting:

	Meeting
	Date
	Location
	Host

	SA2#28
	11-15 Nov 2002
	Bangkok, THAILAND
	Japanese Friends of 3GPP


5. Attachments






