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Introduction

The IE “TFCI combining indicator” is mandatory in ASN.1 but it is considered optional in the Tabular and in the procedural section (8.3.4.3 Reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message by the UE). This IE should only be sent when the UE is in CELL_DCH state with a DSCH transport channel assigned and when there is a 'hard' split in the TFCI field (such that TFCI1 and TFCI2 have their own separate block coding).

The procedural text is incorrect since it assumes that combining or not combining is determined by the presence of the IE and not by its value (TRUE or FALSE)

Discussion

The conflicting requirements are highlighted in bold.

[…]

8.3.4.3
Reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message by the UE

Upon reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message the UE shall act upon all received information elements as specified in 8.6, unless specified otherwise in the following. The UE shall:

-
first add the RLs indicated in the IE "Radio Link Addition Information";

-
remove the RLs indicated in the IE "Radio Link Removal Information". If the UE active set is full or becomes full, an RL, which is included in the IE "Radio Link Removal Information" for removal, shall be removed before adding RL, which is included in the IE "Radio Link Addition Information" for addition;

-
perform the physical layer synchronisation procedure as specified in [29];

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
include and set the IE "Radio bearer uplink ciphering activation time info" to the value of the variable RB_UPLINK_CIPHERING_ACTIVATION_TIME_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Integrity protection mode info" with the IE "Integrity protection mode command" set to "Modify":

-
include and set the IE "Integrity protection activation info" to the value of the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_ACTIVATION_INFO;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is non-empty:

-
include the IE "RB with PDCP information list" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message; and

-
set it to the value of the variable PDCP_SN_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message includes the IE "TFCI combining indicator" associated with a radio link to be added:

-
configure Layer 1 to soft combine TFCI (field 2) of this new link with those links already in the TFCI (field 2) combining set;

-
if the received ACTIVE SET UPDATE message included the IE "Downlink counter synchronisation info":

-
calculate the START value according to subclause 8.5.9;

-
include the calculated START values for each CN domain in the IE "START list" in the IE "Uplink counter synchronisation info" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message;

-
set the IE "RRC transaction identifier" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message in the table "Accepted transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS; and

-
clear that entry;

-
transmit an ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message on the uplink DCCH using AM RLC without waiting for the Physical Layer synchronization;

-
if the IE "Integrity protection mode info" was present in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message:

-
start applying the new integrity protection configuration in the uplink for signalling radio bearer RB2 from and including the transmitted ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is empty:

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
when RLC has confirmed the successful transmission of the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
perform the actions below;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message did not contain the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
when RLC has been requested to transmit the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
perform the actions below;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is non-empty:

-
when RLC has confirmed the successful transmission of the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
for each radio bearer in the variable PDCP_SN_INFO:

-
if the IE "RB started" in the variable ESTABLISHED_RABS is set to "started":

-
configure the RLC entity for that radio bearer to "continue";

-
clear the variable PDCP_SN_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
set the IE "Reconfiguration" in the variable CIPHERING_STATUS to FALSE; and

-
clear the variable RB_UPLINK_CIPHERING_ACTIVATION_TIME_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Integrity protection mode info":

-
set the IE "Reconfiguration" in the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_INFO to FALSE; and

-
clear the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_ACTIVATION_INFO;

-
the procedure ends on the UE side.

[…]

10.3.6.68
Radio link addition information

	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	Primary CPICH info
	MP
	
	Primary CPICH info 10.3.6.60
	

	Downlink DPCH info for each RL
	MP
	
	Downlink DPCH info for each RL 10.3.6.21
	

	TFCI combining indicator
	OP
	
	TFCI combining indicator 10.3.6.81
	

	SCCPCH Information for FACH
	OP
	
	SCCPCH Information for FACH

10.3.6.70
	Note 1


NOTE 1:
These IEs are present when the UE needs to listen to system information on FACH in CELL_DCH state.
[…]

10.3.6.81
TFCI Combining Indicator

NOTE:
Only for FDD.

This IE indicates whether the TFCI (field 2), which will be transmitted on the DPCCH of a newly added radio link, should be soft-combined with the others in the TFCI (field 2) combining set. This IE can only be sent when the UE is in CELL_DCH state with a DSCH transport channel assigned and when there is a 'hard' split in the TFCI field (such that TFCI1 and TFCI2 have their own separate block coding).
	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	TFCI combining indicator
	MP
	
	Boolean
	TRUE means that TFCI is combined


[…]

RL-AdditionInformation ::=


SEQUENCE {


primaryCPICH-Info




PrimaryCPICH-Info,


dl-DPCH-InfoPerRL




DL-DPCH-InfoPerRL,


tfci-CombiningIndicator



BOOLEAN,


sccpch-InfoforFACH




SCCPCH-InfoForFACH




OPTIONAL

}

[…]

Note that there is no problem when the DSCH and the active set are initially assigned or modified with a reconfiguration message (see the IE “”, which is included in reconfiguration messages but not in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message)

[…]

8.6.6.9
PDSCH with SHO DCH Info (FDD only)

If the IE "PDSCH with SHO DCH Info" is included, the UE shall:

-
configure itself to receive the PDSCH from the specified radio link within the active set identified by the IE "DSCH radio link identifier";

-
if the TFCI has a 'hard' split:

-
if the IE "TFCI(field2) combining set" is included:

-
configure the Layer 1 to combine soft only the DPCCH TFCI(field 2) of the radio links within the active set which are identified by the IE "Radio link identifier" in the IE "TFCI(field2) Combining set";

-
if the IE "TFCI combining set" is not included:

-
configure the L1 to combine soft the DPCCH TFCI(field 2) of all radio links within the active set.
[…]

10.3.6.47
PDSCH with SHO DCH Info

NOTE:
Only for FDD

	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	DSCH radio link identifier
	MP
	
	Primary CPICH info 10.3.6.60
	This parameter indicates on which radio link the user will be allocated resource on the DSCH.

	TFCI(field2) Combining set
	OP
	1 to <maxRL>
	
	This is used to indicate which of the downlink TFCI(field 2) transmissions made on the DPCCHs within the active set should be soft combined on the physical layer. This parameter may only be sent if there is a 'hard' split of the TFCI field and in this case the sending of the parameter is optional.

	>Radio link identifier
	MP
	
	Primary CPICH info 10.3.6.60
	


[…]

PDSCH-SHO-DCH-Info ::=



SEQUENCE {


dsch-RadioLinkIdentifier


DSCH-RadioLinkIdentifier,


rl-IdentifierList




RL-IdentifierList




OPTIONAL

}

[…]

RL-IdentifierList ::=



SEQUENCE (SIZE (1..maxRL)) OF











PrimaryCPICH-Info

[…]

PrimaryCPICH-Info ::=



SEQUENCE {


primaryScramblingCode



PrimaryScramblingCode

}

[…]

PrimaryScramblingCode ::=


INTEGER (0..511)

[…]

The straightforward correction is not an option in this specific case since it would affect the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message. The following is here proposed:

1. Make the IE "TFCI combining indicator" MP in the tabular (10.3.6.68)

2. State that FALSE means "no combining or not applicable" in the tabular (10.3.6.81)

3. add requirements to section 8.3.4.3 "Reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message by the UE" as suggested below:

[the UE shall]

....

-
if the IE "TFCI combining indicator" associated with a radio link to be added is set to TRUE:

-
if a DSCH transport channel is assigned and there is a 'hard' split in the TFCI field:

-
configure Layer 1 to soft combine TFCI (field 2) of this new link with those links already in the TFCI (field 2) combining set;

4. remove the existing requirement from section 8.3.4.3. See below (it is not correct)

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message includes the IE "TFCI combining indicator" associated with a radio link to be added:

-
configure Layer 1 to soft combine TFCI (field 2) of this new link with those links already in the TFCI (field 2) combining set;

Conclusion

The 4 changes described above are proposed in the attached CR.

Isolated Impact Change Analysis. 

This change affects the DSCH functionality. 

This is a correction to a function where rules were missing:

It would not affect implementations behaving like indicated in the CR, it would affect implementations supporting the corrected functionality otherwise.
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8.3.4.3
Reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message by the UE

Upon reception of an ACTIVE SET UPDATE message the UE shall act upon all received information elements as specified in 8.6, unless specified otherwise in the following. The UE shall:

-
first add the RLs indicated in the IE "Radio Link Addition Information";

-
remove the RLs indicated in the IE "Radio Link Removal Information". If the UE active set is full or becomes full, an RL, which is included in the IE "Radio Link Removal Information" for removal, shall be removed before adding RL, which is included in the IE "Radio Link Addition Information" for addition;

-
perform the physical layer synchronisation procedure as specified in [29];

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
include and set the IE "Radio bearer uplink ciphering activation time info" to the value of the variable RB_UPLINK_CIPHERING_ACTIVATION_TIME_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Integrity protection mode info" with the IE "Integrity protection mode command" set to "Modify":

-
include and set the IE "Integrity protection activation info" to the value of the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_ACTIVATION_INFO;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is non-empty:

-
include the IE "RB with PDCP information list" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message; and

-
set it to the value of the variable PDCP_SN_INFO;

-
if the IE "TFCI combining indicator" associated with a radio link to be added is set to TRUE:

-
if a DSCH transport channel is assigned and there is a 'hard' split in the TFCI field:

-
configure Layer 1 to soft combine TFCI (field 2) of this new link with those links already in the TFCI (field 2) combining set;



-
if the received ACTIVE SET UPDATE message included the IE "Downlink counter synchronisation info":

-
calculate the START value according to subclause 8.5.9;

-
include the calculated START values for each CN domain in the IE "START list" in the IE "Uplink counter synchronisation info" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message;

-
set the IE "RRC transaction identifier" in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message to the value of "RRC transaction identifier" in the entry for the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message in the table "Accepted transactions" in the variable TRANSACTIONS; and

-
clear that entry;

-
transmit an ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message on the uplink DCCH using AM RLC without waiting for the Physical Layer synchronization;

-
if the IE "Integrity protection mode info" was present in the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message:

-
start applying the new integrity protection configuration in the uplink for signalling radio bearer RB2 from and including the transmitted ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is empty:

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
when RLC has confirmed the successful transmission of the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
perform the actions below;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message did not contain the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
when RLC has been requested to transmit the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
perform the actions below;

-
if the variable PDCP_SN_INFO is non-empty:

-
when RLC has confirmed the successful transmission of the ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE message:

-
for each radio bearer in the variable PDCP_SN_INFO:

-
if the IE "RB started" in the variable ESTABLISHED_RABS is set to "started":

-
configure the RLC entity for that radio bearer to "continue";

-
clear the variable PDCP_SN_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Ciphering mode info":

-
set the IE "Reconfiguration" in the variable CIPHERING_STATUS to FALSE; and

-
clear the variable RB_UPLINK_CIPHERING_ACTIVATION_TIME_INFO;

-
if the ACTIVE SET UPDATE message contained the IE "Integrity protection mode info":

-
set the IE "Reconfiguration" in the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_INFO to FALSE; and

-
clear the variable INTEGRITY_PROTECTION_ACTIVATION_INFO;

-
the procedure ends on the UE side.

[…]

10.3.6.68
Radio link addition information

	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	Primary CPICH info
	MP
	
	Primary CPICH info 10.3.6.60
	

	Downlink DPCH info for each RL
	MP
	
	Downlink DPCH info for each RL 10.3.6.21
	

	TFCI combining indicator
	MP
	
	TFCI combining indicator 10.3.6.81
	

	SCCPCH Information for FACH
	OP
	
	SCCPCH Information for FACH

10.3.6.70
	Note 1


NOTE 1:
These IEs are present when the UE needs to listen to system information on FACH in CELL_DCH state.
[…]

10.3.6.81
TFCI Combining Indicator

NOTE:
Only for FDD.

This IE indicates whether the TFCI (field 2), which will be transmitted on the DPCCH of a newly added radio link, should be soft-combined with the others in the TFCI (field 2) combining set. This IE is relevant only when the UE is in CELL_DCH state with a DSCH transport channel assigned and when there is a 'hard' split in the TFCI field (such that TFCI1 and TFCI2 have their own separate block coding).

	Information Element/Group name
	Need
	Multi
	Type and reference
	Semantics description

	TFCI combining indicator
	MP
	
	Boolean
	TRUE means that TFCI is combined, FALSE means that TFCI is not combined or that this IE is not applicable to the added radio link


[…]

RL-AdditionInformation ::=


SEQUENCE {


primaryCPICH-Info




PrimaryCPICH-Info,


dl-DPCH-InfoPerRL




DL-DPCH-InfoPerRL,


tfci-CombiningIndicator



BOOLEAN,


sccpch-InfoforFACH




SCCPCH-InfoForFACH




OPTIONAL

}

[…]
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