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Discussion
Introduction

In all cases other than when sending RRC CONNECTION REQUEST the UE MAC c/sh entity selects access service class. The decision is based on the MAC logical channel priorities defined in RB mapping info IE and signalled in RRC CONNECTION SETUP/RADIO BEARER SETUP/ RADIO BEARER RECONFIGURATION etc. The algorithm for access service class selection in the MAC is defined in section 11.2.1 of 25.321.

However, when a RRC CONNECTION REQUEST is sent, i.e. UE making initial access, it is the RRC rather than the MAC that selects the access service class. This is achieved via the use of a mapping between access class and access service class that is sent in system information (in System Information Block type 5).

MAC operation when the ASC has been selected by RRC has not been defined. The definition of the CMAC-CONFIG-REQ primitive includes ASC parameters, but does not include an ASC for use with RRC CONNECTION REQUEST.

Discussion

It is proposed in the attached CR that the RRC selected ASC for RRC CONNECTION REQUEST is sent to MAC by means of the CMAC-CONIFG-REQ, and this can occur once the UE has read the AC-to-ASC mapping (SIB5). 

A diagram of the RRC connection establishment procedure is shown below:
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The RRC CONNECTION REQUEST is sent using CCCH on RACH with ASC determined by RRC, this message may need to be repeated a number of times before an RRC CONNECTION SETUP is received at the UE. Once a RRC CONNECTION SETUP message has been received the UE RRC configures MAC via the CMAC-CONFIG-REQ primitive with amongst other parameters, a U-RNTI. The RRC CONNECTION SETUP COMPLETE message can now be sent on DCCH.

The proposed MAC ASC selection operation (described in the attached CR) is as follows:

If MAC has knowledge of a U-RNTI then ASC selection is performed in MAC.

Else MAC uses ASC that has been indicated via CMAC-CONFIG-REQ
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4.2.3.1
MAC-c/sh entity – UE Side

Figure 4.2.3.1.1 shows the UE side MAC-c/sh entity.

The following functionality is covered:

-
TCTF MUX:

-
this function represents the handling (insertion for uplink channels and detection and deletion for downlink channels) of the TCTF field in the MAC header, and the respective mapping between logical and transport channels. 
The TCTF field indicates the common logical channel type, or if a dedicated logical channel is used;

-
add/read UE Id:

-
the UE Id is added for CPCH and RACH transmissions

-
the UE Id, when present, identifies data to this UE.

-
UL: TF selection:

-
in the uplink, the possibility of transport format selection exists. 
In case of CPCH transmission, a TF is selected based on TF availability determined from status information on the CSICH;
-
ASC selection:

-
For RACH, MAC indicates the ASC associated with the PDU to the physical layer. For CPCH, MAC may indicate the ASC associated with the PDU to the Physical Layer. This is to ensure that RACH and CPCH messages associated with a given Access Service Class (ASC) are sent on the appropriate signature(s) and time slot(s). MAC also applies the appropriate back-off parameter(s) associated with the given ASC. When sending an RRC connection request message, RRC will determine the ASC in all other cases MAC selects the ASC;

-
scheduling /priority handling

-
this functionality is used to transmit the information received from MAC-d on RACH and CPCH based on logical channel priorities. This function is related to TF selection.

-
TFC selection

-
transport format and transport format combination selection according to the transport format combination set (or transport format combination subset) configured by RRC is performed,
The RLC provides RLC-PDUs to the MAC, which fit into the available transport blocks on the transport channels.

There is one MAC-c/sh entity in each UE.
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Figure 4.2.3.1.1: UE side MAC architecture / MAC-c/sh details

8.3.2
Parameters

See [7] for a detailed description of the UE, RB and TrCH information elements.

a)
UE information elements
S-RNTI
SRNC identity
C-RNTI
Activation time

b)
RB information elements
RB multiplexing info (Transport channel identity, Logical channel identity, MAC logical channel priority)

c)
TrCH information elements
Transport Format Combination Set

d)
Measurement information elements
Mode (Periodical, Event Trigger)
Reporting Quantity identifiers
Time interval to take an average or a variance (applicable when Average or Variance is Reporting Quantity)
Reporting Interval (applicable when mode is Periodical)
Upper and Lower Thresholds, THU and THL (applicable when mode is Event Trigger)
e)
Measurement result
Mode
Reporting Quantity
Event ID, 4a or 4b (applicable when mode is Event Trigger)

f)
Status info
when set to value ""transmission unsuccessful"" this parameter indicates to RRC that transmission of a TM RLC PDU failed (due to e.g. Maximum number of preamble ramping cycles reached for RACH in FDD), when set to value "transmission successful" this parameter indicates to RRC that the requested TM RLC PDU(s) has been submitted for transmission by the physical layer..

g)
RACH transmission control elements 
Set of ASC parameters (identifier for PRACH partitions, persistence values)
Maximum number of preamble ramping cycles Mmax
Minimum and maximum number of time units between two preamble ramping cycles, NBO1min and NBO1max

ASC (the RRC defines the ASC to be used for RRC connection request only. This ASC will be applied when sending RRC connection request only)
h)
Ciphering elements
Ciphering mode
Ciphering key
Ciphering sequence number

i)
CPCH transmission control elements
CPCH persistency value, P for each Transport Format
Maximum number of preamble ramping cycles N_access_fails
NF_max (Maximum number of frames for CPCH transmission for each Transport Format) 
N_EOT (Number of EOT for release of CPCH transmission)
Backoff control timer parameters
Transport Format Set
Initial Priority Delays
Channel Assignment Active indication

11.2.1
Access Service Class selection

The physical RACH resources (i.e. access slots and preamble signatures for FDD, timeslot and channelisation code for TDD) may be divided between different Access Service Classes in order to provide different priorities of RACH usage. It is possible for more than one ASC or for all ASCs to be assigned to the same access slot/signature space.

Access Service Classes are numbered in the range 0 ( i ( NumASC ( 7 (i.e. the maximum number of ASCs is NumASC+1 = 8). An ASC is defined by an identifier i that defines a certain partition of the PRACH resources and an associated persistence value Pi. A set of ASC parameters consists of NumASC+1 such parameters (i, Pi), i = 0, …, NumASC. The PRACH partitions and the persistence values Pi are derived by the RRC protocol from system information (see [7]). The set of ASC parameters is provided to MAC with the CMAC-Config-REQ primitive. The ASC enumeration is such that it corresponds to the order of priority (ASC 0 = highest priority, ASC 7 = lowest priority). ASC 0 shall be used in case of Emergency Call or for reasons with equivalent priority.

At radio bearer setup/reconfiguration each involved logical channel is assigned a MAC Logical channel Priority (MLP) in the range 1,…,8. When the MAC sublayer is configured for RACH transmission in the UE, these MLP levels shall be employed for ASC selection on MAC.

The following ASC selection scheme shall be applied, where NumASC is the highest available ASC number and MinMLP the highest logical channel priority assigned to one logical channel:

-
in case all TBs in the TB set have the same MLP, select ASC = min(NumASC, MLP);

-
in case TBs in a TB set have different priority, determine the highest priority level MinMLP and select ASC = min(NumASC, MinMLP).

When an RRC CONNECTION REQUEST message is sent RRC determines ASC not the MAC (the access class is used to determine ASC [7]). The ASC to be used in these circumstances is signalled to MAC by means of the CMAC-CONFIG-REQ message. 

If MAC has knowledge of a U-RNTI then the ASC is determined in the MAC entity.

If no U-RNTI has been indicated to MAC then MAC will use the ASC indicated in the CMAC-CONFIG-REQ primitive.
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Note 2: In case of CPCH, ASC selection may be applicable for AP preamble.
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