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Introduction

At last RAN WG2 #21 meeting CR 903 to 25.331 [1] was agreed. It introduced a “later-than-r3” container meant to include the RRC Transaction Identifier and/or the UE Identifier to some DL messages. This would allow UEs to read these identifiers in some error conditions.

Discussion

1. Measurement Control message should have the Transaction Id In the later-than-r3 container.

2. Cell Change order from UTRAN failure message should not have the Transaction Id in the later-than-r3 container. More importantly, this message is an UL message and it shoul not be critically extended (UTRAN behaviour is unspecified for such a case). 

3. TFC Control message should have the Transaction Id in the later-than-r3 container. Moreover, this message can not be critically extended.

Proposed solutions

1. later-than-r3 container and the corresponding Transaction Id is added to the Measurement Control message. 

2. Critical extensions are removed from Cell Change order from UTRAN failure message, together with the later-than-r3 container. 

3. Two solutions are proposed: 

3a. Critical extension and the later-than-r3 containers are added to the TFC Control message;

3b. It is stated that TFC Control message can not be critically extended and no later-than-r3 container is added. This means that the UE may not be able to retrieve the Transaction Id in some error conditions. 

[…Proposed Changes to TS 25.331v3.7.0…]

11.2
PDU definitions

[…]

-- ***************************************************

--

-- CELL CHANGE ORDER FROM UTRAN FAILURE

--

-- ***************************************************

CellChangeOrderFromUTRANFailure ::= 
SEQUENCE {



cellChangeOrderFromUTRANFailure-r3











CellChangeOrderFromUTRANFailure-r3-IEs,



nonCriticalExtensions


SEQUENCE {}
OPTIONAL






}

CellChangeOrderFromUTRANFailure-r3-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {


-- User equipment IEs



rrc-TransactionIdentifier

RRC-TransactionIdentifier,



-- not used in this release of the specification



dummy






IntegrityProtectionModeInfo


OPTIONAL,



interRAT-ChangeFailureCause

InterRAT-ChangeFailureCause

}

[…]

-- ***************************************************

--

-- MEASUREMENT CONTROL

--

-- ***************************************************

MeasurementControl ::= CHOICE {


r3







SEQUENCE {



measurementControl-r3


MeasurementControl-r3-IEs,



nonCriticalExtensions


SEQUENCE {}
OPTIONAL


},


later-than-r3




SEQUENCE {



rrc-TransactionIdentifier

RRC-TransactionIdentifier,



criticalExtensions



SEQUENCE {}


}


}

MeasurementControl-r3-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {


-- User equipment IEs



rrc-TransactionIdentifier

RRC-TransactionIdentifier,


-- Measurement IEs



measurementIdentity

MeasurementIdentity,



measurementCommand



MeasurementCommand,



-- TABULAR: The measurement type is included in MeasurementCommand.



measurementReportingMode

MeasurementReportingMode


OPTIONAL,



additionalMeasurementList

AdditionalMeasurementID-List

OPTIONAL,


-- Physical channel IEs



dpch-CompressedModeStatusInfo
DPCH-CompressedModeStatusInfo

OPTIONAL

}

[…Solution 3a…]

-- ***************************************************

--

-- TRANSPORT FORMAT COMBINATION CONTROL

--

-- ***************************************************

TransportFormatCombinationControl ::= CHOICE {


r3







SEQUENCE {



transportFormatCombinationControl-r3











TransportFormatCombinationControl-r3-IEs,



nonCriticalExtensions


SEQUENCE {}

OPTIONAL


},


later-than-r3




SEQUENCE {



rrc-TransactionIdentifier

RRC-TransactionIdentifier 


OPTIONAL,



criticalExtensions



SEQUENCE {}


}

}

TransportFormatCombinationControl-r3-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {


-- TABULAR: Integrity protection shall not be performed on this message when transmitting this message


-- on the transparent mode signalling DCCH.



rrc-TransactionIdentifier

RRC-TransactionIdentifier


OPTIONAL,


-- The information element is not included when transmitting the message


-- on the transparent mode signalling DCCH


modeSpecificInfo




CHOICE {



fdd








NULL,



tdd








SEQUENCE {




tfcs-ID







TFCS-Identity
OPTIONAL




}



},


dpch-TFCS-InUplink




TFC-Subset,


activationTimeForTFCSubset


ActivationTime





OPTIONAL,


tfc-ControlDuration




TFC-ControlDuration




OPTIONAL,


-- The information element is not included when transmitting the message


-- on the transparent mode signalling DCCH and is optional otherwise


-- Extension mechanism for non- release99 information



nonCriticalExtensions


SEQUENCE {}

OPTIONAL

}

[…Solution 3b…]

10.1.1
Protocol extensions

RRC messages may be extended in future versions of this protocol, either by adding values for choices, enumerated and size constrained types or by adding information elements. An important aspect concerns the behaviour of a UE, conforming to this revision of the standard, upon receiving a not comprehended future extension. The details of this error handling behaviour are provided in clause 9.

NOTE 1:
By avoiding the need for partial decoding (skipping uncomprehended IEs to continue decoding the remainder of the message), the RRC protocol extension mechanism also avoids the overhead of length determinants for extensions.

Two kinds of protocol extensions are distinguished: non-critical and critical extensions. In general, a receiver shall process a message including not comprehended non-critical extensions as if the extensions were absent. However, a receiver shall entirely reject a message including not comprehended critical extensions (there is no partial rejection) and notify the sender, as specified in clause 9.

The general mechanism for adding critical extensions is by defining a new version of the message, which is indicated at the beginning of the message.

The UE shall always comprehend the complete transfer syntax specified for the protocol version it supports; if the UE comprehends the transfer syntax defined within protocol version A for message 1, it shall also comprehend the transfer syntax defined within protocol version A for message 2.

The following table shows for which messages only non-critical extensions may be added while for others both critical and non-critical extensions may be added.

NOTE 2:
Critical extensions can only be added to certain downlink messages.

	Extensions
	Message

	Critical and non-critical extensions
	ACTIVE SET UPDATE 10.2.1

ASSISTANCE DATA DELIVERY 10.2.4

CELL CHANGE ORDER FROM UTRAN 10.2.5

CELL UPDATE CONFIRM 10.2.8

COUNTER CHECK 10.2.9

DOWNLINK DIRECT TRANSFER 10.2.11

HANDOVER TO UTRAN COMMAND 10.2.12

HANDOVER FROM UTRAN COMMAND 10.2.15

MEASUREMENT CONTROL 10.2.17

PHYSICAL CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION 10.2.22

PHYSICAL SHARED CHANNEL ALLOCATION 10.2.25

RADIO BEARER RECONFIGURATION 10.2.27

RADIO BEARER RELEASE 10.2.30

RADIO BEARER SETUP 10.2.33

RRC CONNECTION REJECT 10.2.36

RRC CONNECTION RELEASE 10.2.37

RRC CONNECTION SETUP 10.2.40

SECURITY MODE COMMAND 10.2.43

SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE 10.2.46

TRANSPORT CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION 10.2.50

UE CAPABILITY ENQUIRY 10.2.55
UE CAPABILITY INFORMATION CONFIRM 10.2.57
UPLINK PHYSICAL CHANNEL CONTROL 10.2.59

URA UPDATE CONFIRM 10.2.61

UTRAN MOBILITY INFORMATION 10.2.62

	Non-critical extensions only
	ACTIVE SET UPDATE COMPLETE 10.2.2

ACTIVE SET UPDATE FAILURE 10.2.3

CELL CHANGE ORDER FROM UTRAN FAILURE 10.2.6

CELL UPDATE 10.2.7

COUNTER CHECK RESPONSE 10.2.10

HANDOVER TO UTRAN COMPLETE 10.2.13

INITIAL DIRECT TRANSFER 10.2.14

HANDOVER FROM UTRAN FAILURE 10.2.16

MEASUREMENT CONTROL FAILURE 10.2.18

MEASUREMENT REPORT 10.2.19

PAGING TYPE 1 10.2.20

PAGING TYPE 2 10.2.21

PHYSICAL CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION COMPLETE 10.2.23

PHYSICAL CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION FAILURE 10.2.24

PUSCH CAPACITY REQUEST 10.2.26

RADIO BEARER RECONFIGURATION COMPLETE 10.2.28

RADIO BEARER RECONFIGURATION FAILURE 10.2.29

RADIO BEARER RELEASE COMPLETE 10.2.31

RADIO BEARER RELEASE FAILURE 10.2.32

RADIO BEARER SETUP COMPLETE 10.2.34

RADIO BEARER SETUP FAILURE 10.2.35

RRC CONNECTION RELEASE COMPLETE 10.2.38

RRC CONNECTION REQUEST 10.2.39
RRC CONNECTION SETUP COMPLETE 10.2.41
RRC STATUS 10.2.42

SECURITY MODE COMPLETE 10.2.44
SECURITY MODE FAILURE 10.2.45
SIGNALLING CONNECTION RELEASE REQUEST10.2.47
Master Information Block 10.2.48.8.1

System Information Block type 1 to

System Information Block type 17 10.2.48.8.2 to 10.2.48.8.19

SYSTEM INFORMATION CHANGE INDICATION 10.2.49
TRANSPORT CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION COMPLETE 10.2.51
TRANSPORT CHANNEL RECONFIGURATION FAILURE 10.2.52
TRANSPORT FORMAT COMBINATION CONTROL 10.2.53
TRANSPORT FORMAT COMBINATION CONTROL FAILURE 10.2.54
UE CAPABILITY INFORMATION 10.2.56
UPLINK DIRECT TRANSFER 10.2.58
URA UPDATE 10.2.60

UTRAN MOBILITY INFORMATION CONFIRM 10.2.63

UTRAN MOBILITY INFORMATION FAILURE 10.2.64

	No extensions
	SYSTEM INFORMATION 10.2.48
First Segment 10.2.48.1
Subsequent or last Segment 10.2.48.3
Complete SIB 10.2.48.5
SIB content 10.2.48.8.1


NOTE:
For the SYSTEM INFORMATION message protocol extensions are only possible at the level of system information blocks.
[…]

Isolated Impact Analisys

Changes 2 and 3a are isolated impact changes that affect the corresponding R99 messages (Cell Change order from UTRAN failure message and TFC Control message). Change 1 only affects Rel-4 and onward (Measurement Control message).

Change 2. Cell Change order procedure is affected

Change 3a. TFC control procedure is affected

Conclusion

It is proposed to agree on changes 1 and 2. 

With respect to Solutions 3a and 3b, it is recommended that one of the alternatives be selected so that a corresponding CR can be provided for next RAN WG2 meeting. 
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