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SA1 thanks RAN 2 for the liaison statement on (equivalent) “PLMN codes” terminology.

SA1 and CN1 studied the proposal during a joint ad hoc on network selection and decided that the correct term to refer to a MCC+MNC combination is PLMN identity.

This is the only term currently appearing in the TR 21.905 (Vocabulary document) and should be used instead of “PLMN code”, “PLMN identifier” or “PLMN-ID”.

RAN 2 and CN1 are therefore invited to check that the specifications managed by the respective working groups reflect this decision, in the meanwhile SA1 will update its own specifications whenever necessary.
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TSG-RAN WG2 is starting the work on multiple (or equivalent) MCC+MNC concept proposed as an essential correction for the work item GSM-UMTS interworking in R99 ([1]).

TSG-RAN WG2 has noticed in the previous document the terminology "PLMN code" referencing MNC+MCC that allows unambiguous PLMNs identification.


However, one can observe that the terminologies "PLMN identifier" and "PLMN identity", as well as the corresponding acronym "PLMN-id, "were so far mainly and evenly used in many 3GPP specifications (e.g. [4], [5], [6], [7]) to denote MNC+MCC. The former one is formally defined in [2] (section 12.1: PLMN Identifier).


TSG-RAN WG2 would like to ask TSG-CN WG1 and TSG-SA WG1 to provide some guidance on the more appropriate terminology to be used for the above concept.
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