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4.2.3
Traffic Related Architecture - UE Side

4.2.3.1
MAC-c/sh entity – UE Side

Figure 4.2.3.1.1 shows the UE side MAC-c/sh entity.

The following functionality is covered:

-
TCTF MUX:

-
this function represents the handling (insertion for uplink channels and detection and deletion for downlink channels) of the TCTF field in the MAC header, and the respective mapping between logical and transport channels. 
The TCTF field indicates the common logical channel type, or if a dedicated logical channel is used;

-
add/read UE Id:

-
the UE Id is added for CPCH and RACH transmissions

-
the UE Id, when present, identifies data to this UE.

-
UL: TF selection:

-
in the uplink, the possibility of transport format selection exists. 
In case of CPCH transmission, a TF is selected based on TF availability determined from status information on the CSICH;
-
ASC selection:

-
For RACH, MAC indicates the ASC associated with the PDU to the physical layer. For CPCH, MAC may indicate the ASC associated with the PDU to the Physical Layer. This is to ensure that RACH and CPCH messages associated with a given Access Service Class (ASC) are sent on the appropriate signature(s) and time slot(s). MAC also applies the appropriate back-off parameter(s) associated with the given ASC;

-
Scheduling /Priority Handling

-
this functionality is used to transmit the information received from MAC-d on RACH and CPCH based on logical channel priorities. This function is related to TF selection.

-
TFC selection

-
transport format and transport format combination selection according to the transport format combination set (or transport format combination subset) configured by RRC is performed,
The RLC provides RLC-PDUs to the MAC, which fit into the available transport blocks on the transport channels.

There is one MAC-c/sh entity in each UE.
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Figure 4.2.3.1.1: UE side MAC architecture / MAC-c/sh details

4.2.4
Traffic Related Architecture - UTRAN Side

4.2.4.1
MAC-c/sh entity – UTRAN Side

Figure 4.2.4.1.1 shows the UTRAN side MAC-c/sh entity. The following functionality is covered:

-
Scheduling/Priority Handling;

-
this function manages FACH and DSCH resources between the UEs and between data flows according to their priority.

-
TCTF MUX

-
this function represents the handling (insertion for downlink channels and detection and deletion for uplink channels) of the TCTF field in the MAC header, and the respective mapping between logical and transport channels. 
The TCTF field indicates the common logical channel type, or if a dedicated logical channel is used;

-
UE Id Mux;
-
for dedicated type logical channels, the UE Id field in the MAC header is used to distinguish between UEs;

-
TFC selection:
-
in the downlink, transport format combination selection is done for FACH and PCH and DSCHs;

-
demultiplex;

-
for TDD operation the demultiplex function is used to separate USCH data from different UEs, i.e. to be transferred to different MAC-d entities;

-
DL code allocation;

-
this function is used to indicate the code used on the DSCH;

Flow control is provided to MAC-d.

The RLC provides RLC-PDUs to the MAC, which fit into the available transport blocks on the transport channels.
There is one MAC-c/sh entity in the UTRAN for each cell;
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Figure 4.2.4.1.1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-c/sh details
4.2.4.2
MAC-d entity – UTRAN Side

Figure 4.2.4.2.1 shows the UTRAN side MAC-d entity.

The following functionality is covered:

-
Transport Channel type switching:
-
Transport Channel type switching is performed by this entity, based on decision taken by RRC; this is related to a change of radio resources. If requested by RRC, MAC shall switch the mapping of one designated logical channel between common and dedicated transport channels.
-
C/T MUX box;

-
the function includes the C/T field when multiplexing of several dedicated logical channels onto one transport channel is used.

-
Priority setting;

-
This function is responsible for priority setting on data received from DCCH / DTCH;

-
Ciphering;

-
Ciphering for transparent mode data to be ciphered is performed in MAC-d. Details about ciphering can be found in [10].
-
Deciphering;
-
Deciphering for ciphered transparent mode data is performed in MAC-d. Details about ciphering can be found in [10].

-
DL Scheduling/Priority Handling;
-
in the downlink, scheduling and priority handling of transport channels is performed within the allowed transport format combinations of the TFCS assigned by the RRC.

-
Flow Control;
-
a flow control function exists toward MAC-c/sh to limit buffering between MAC-d and MAC-c/sh entities. This function is intended to limit layer 2 signalling latency and reduce discarded and retransmitted data as a result of FACH or DSCH congestion. For the Iur interface this is specified in [11].

A MAC-d entity using common channels is connected to a MAC-c/sh entity that handles the scheduling of the common channels to which the UE is assigned and DL (FACH) priority identification to MAC-c/sh;

A MAC-d entity using downlink shared channel is connected to a MAC-c/sh entity that handles the shared channels to which the UE is assigned and indicates the level of priority of each PDU to MAC-c/sh;

A MAC-d entity is responsible for mapping dedicated logical channels onto the available dedicated transport channels or routing the data received on a DCCH or DTCH to MAC-c/sh.

One dedicated logical channel can be mapped simultaneously on DCH and DSCH. Different scheduling mechanisms apply for DCH and DSCH.

There is one MAC-d entity in the UTRAN for each UE that has one or more dedicated logical channels to or from the UTRAN.
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Figure 4.2.4.2.1: UTRAN side MAC architecture / MAC-d details

6
Functions

6.1
Description of the MAC functions

The functions of MAC include:

-
mapping between logical channels and transport channels;

-
selection of appropriate Transport Format for each Transport Channel depending on instantaneous source rate;

-
Scheduling/Priority Handling between data flows of one UE;

-
Scheduling/Priority Handling between UEs and between data flows of several UEs ;

-
identification of UEs on common transport channels;

-
multiplexing/demultiplexing of higher layer PDUs into/from transport blocks delivered to/from the physical layer on common transport channels;

-
multiplexing/demultiplexing of higher layer PDUs into/from transport block sets delivered to/from the physical layer on dedicated transport channels;

-
traffic volume monitoring;

-
Transport Channel type switching;

-
ciphering for transparent RLC;

-
Access Service Class selection for RACH and CPCH transmission.

6.2
Relation between MAC Functions and Transport Channels

6.2.1
Relation between MAC Functions and Transport Channels in UTRAN

Table 6.2.1.1: UTRAN MAC functions corresponding to the transport channel

Associated
MAC
Functions
Logical
Ch
Trans
port
Ch
TF
Selection
Scheduling/Priority Handling between UEs
Scheduling/Priority Handling

(one UE)

Identification of UEs 
Mux/
Demux on common transport channels
Mux/
Demux on dedicated transport channels

Uplink

(Rx)
CCCH
RACH





X



DCCH
RACH




X
X



DCCH
CPCH




X
X
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X
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X
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X
X
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6.2.2
Relation of MAC Functions and Transport Channels in UE

Table 6.2.2.1: UE MAC functions corresponding to the transport channel

Functions
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Note 2: In case of CPCH, ASC selection may be applicable for AP preamble.
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