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8
Elements for layer-to-layer communication

The interaction between the RLC layer and other layers are described in terms of primitives where the primitives represent the logical exchange of information and control between the RLC layer and other layers. The primitives shall not specify or constrain implementations.

8.1
Primitives between RLC and higher layers

The primitives between RLC and upper layers are shown in Table 8.1.

Table 8.1: Primitives between RLC and upper layers

Generic Name
Parameter


Req.
Ind.
Resp.
Conf.

RLC-AM-DATA
Data, CNF, MUI
Data, DiscardInfo
Not Defined
MUI

RLC-UM-DATA
Data, Use special LI
Data
Not Defined
Not Defined

RLC-TR-DATA
Data
Data
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-CONFIG
E/R, Stop,Continue, Ciphering Elements (UM/AM only), AM_parameters (AM only)
Not Defined
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-SUSPEND (UM/AM only)
N
Not Defined
Not Defined
VT(US) (UM only), VT(S) (AM only)

CRLC-RESUME (UM/AM only)
No Parameter
Not Defined
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-STATUS
Not Defined
EVC
Not Defined
Not Defined

Each Primitive is defined as follows:

RLC-AM-DATA-Req/Ind/Conf

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in acknowledged mode.

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in acknowledged mode and to indicate higher layers of the discarded RLC SDU in the receiving RLC.

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Conf is used by RLC to confirm to higher layers the transmission of a RLC SDU.

RLC-UM-DATA-Req/Ind

-
RLC-UM-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in unacknowledged mode.

-
RLC-UM-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in unacknowledged mode.

RLC-TR-DATA-Req/Ind

-
RLC-TR-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in transparent mode.

-
RLC-TR-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in transparent mode.

CRLC-CONFIG-Req

This primitive is used by RRC to establish, re-establish, release, stop, continue or reconfigure the RLC. Ciphering elements are included for UM and AM operation.

CRLC-SUSPEND-Req/Conf

This primitive is used by RRC to suspend the RLC. The N parameter indicates that RLC shall not send a PDU with SN>=VT(S)+N for AM and SN>=VT(US)+N for UM, where N is an integer. RLC informs RRC of the VT(S) for AM and VT(US) for UM in the confirm primitive.

CRLC-RESUME-Req

This primitive is used by RRC to resume RLC when RLC has been suspended.

CRLC-STATUS-Ind

It is used by the RLC to send status information to RRC.

8.2
Primitive parameters 

Following parameters are used in the primitives:

1)
The parameter Data is the RLC SDU that is mapped onto the Data field in RLC PDUs. The Data parameter may be divided over several RLC PDUs. In case of a RLC-AM-DATA or a RLC-UM-DATA primitive the length of the Data parameter shall be octet-aligned.

2)
The parameter Confirmation request (CNF) indicates whether the RLC needs to confirm the correct transmission of the RLC SDU.

3)
The parameter Message Unit Identifier (MUI) is an identity of the RLC SDU, which is used to indicate which RLC SDU that is confirmed with the RLC-AM-DATA conf. primitive.

4)
The parameter E/R indicates (re)establishment, release or modification of RLC If it indicates (re-)establishment, the state variables and configurable parameters are initialised according to subclause 11.8 If it indicates release, all protocol parameters, variables and timers shall be released and RLC shall exit the data transfer ready state. If it indicates modification, the protocol parameters indicated by RRC (e.g. ciphering parameters) shall only be modified with keeping the other protocol parameters, the protocol variables, the protocol timers and the protocol state. RLC shall always be re-established if the PU size is changed.
5)
The parameter Event Code (EVC) indicates the reason for the CRLC-STATUS-ind (i.e., unrecoverable errors such as data link layer loss or recoverable status events such as reset, etc.).

6)
The parameter ciphering elements are only applicable for UM and AM operation. These parameters are Ciphering Mode, Ciphering Key, Activation Time (SN to activate a new ciphering configuration) and HFN (Hyper Frame Number).

7)
The AM_parameters are only applicable for AM operation. It contains PU size, Timer values (see subclause 9.5), Protocol parameter values (see subclause 9.6), Polling triggers (see subclause 9.7.1), Status triggers (see subclause 9.7.2), SDU discard mode (see subclause 9.7.3) and Minimum WSN (see subclause 9.2.2.11.3). The Minimum WSN shall always be greater than or equal to the number of transport blocks in the smallest transport block set.

8)
The parameter DiscardInfo indicates the upper layer of each of the discarded RLC SDU. It is applicable only when in-sequence delivery is active and it is purposed to be used when the upper layer requires the reliable data transfer and especially the information of the discarded RLC SDU.

9)
The Stop parameter indicates that the RLC entity shall not transmit or receive RLC PDUs. The Continue parameter indicates that the RLC entity shall continue transmission and reception of RLC PDUs.
10)
 The parameter Use special LI indicates that the LI indicating that a RLC SDU begins in the beginning of a RLC PDU (the first data octet of the PDU is the first octet of an SDU) shall be used. If the RLC SDU does not begin in the beginning of the RLC PDU, or if the LI indicating that a SDU ended exactly or one octet short (only when 15 bit LI is used) in the end of the previous RLC PDU is present, the LI shall not be used.
9.6
Protocol Parameters

The values of the protocol parameters in this section are signalled by RRC.

a)
MaxDAT.


It is the maximum value for the number of retransmissions of a PU. This parameter is an upper limit of counter VT(DAT). When the value of VT(DAT) comes to MaxDAT, either RLC RESET procedure or SDU discard procedure shall be initiated according to configuration by higher layer. 
b)
Poll_PU.


This parameter indicates how often the transmitter should poll the receiver in case of polling every Poll_PU PU. This is an upper limit for the VT(PU) state variable, when VT(PU) reaches Poll_PU a poll is transmitted to the peer entity.

c)
Poll_SDU.


This parameter indicates how often the transmitter should poll the receiver in case of polling every Poll_SDU SDU. This is an upper limit for the VT(SDU) state variable, when VT(SDU) reaches Poll_SDU a poll is transmitted to the peer entity.

d)
Poll_Window.


This parameter indicates when the transmitter should poll the receiver in case of performing window-based polling. The range of values of this parameter shall be 0 ( Poll_Window ( 100. A poll is triggered for each PU when :J
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Poll_Window, where J is the window transmission percentage defined by
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where the constant 4096 is the modulus for AM described in Subclause 9.4.

.
e)
MaxRST.


It is the maximum value for the number of retransmission of RESET PDU. This parameter is an upper limit of counter VT(RST). When the value of VT(RST) comes to MaxRST, unrecoverable error shall be indicated to higher layer. 
f)
Configured_Tx_Window_Size.


The maximum allowed transmitter window size.

g)
Configured_Rx_Window_Size.


The allowed receiver window size.
h)
MaxMRW.


It is the maximum value for the number of retransmissions of a MRW command. This parameter is an upper limit of counter VT(MRW). When the value of VT(MRW) comes to MaxMRW, RLC RESET procedure shall be initiated.
10
Handling of unknown, unforeseen and erroneous protocol data

In case of error situations the following actions are foreseen:

1)
RLC entity shall initiate RESET procedure in case of a protocol error.

2)
RLC entity shall discard invalid PDUs.

3)
RLC entity shall notify upper layer of unrecoverable error occurrence (see subclause 11.4.5.2).

The list of protocol error cases is reported below:

-
Inconsistent state variables:
If the RLC entity receives a PDU including "erroneous Sequence Number", state variables between peer entities may be inconsistent. Following shows "erroneous Sequence Number" examples:

-
Each Sequence Number of missing PU informed by SUFI LIST, BITMAP or RLIST is not within the value between "Acknowledge state variable(VT(A))" and "Send state variable(VT(S)) – 1", and

-
LSN of SUFI ACK is not within the value between "Acknowledge state variable(VT(A))" and "Send state variable(VT(S))". 




Inconsistent status indication of a PU;
-
If a received STATUS PDU indicates different status for the same PU, then the transmitter shall discard the STATUS PDU.
Invalid PDU format;
-
If the RLC PDU format contains reserved or invalid values, the RLC PDU shall be discarded.
11.4
RLC reset procedure

11.4.1
Purpose

The RLC reset procedure is used to reset two RLC peer entities, which are operating in acknowledged mode. Figure 11.4 below illustrates the elementary procedure for a RLC reset. The sender can be either the UE or the network and the receiver is either the network or the UE. During the reset procedure the hyper frame numbers (HFN) in UTRAN and UE are synchronised. Two HFNs used for ciphering needs to be synchronised, DL HFN in downlink and UL HFN in uplink. In the reset procedure, the highest UL HFN and DL HFN used by the RLC entity are exchanged between UE and UTRAN. After the reset procedure is terminated, the UL HFN and DL HFN shall be increased with one in both UE and UTRAN, and the updated HFN values shall be used after the reset procedure.
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Figure 11.4: RLC reset procedure

11.4.2
Initiation

The procedure shall be initiated when a protocol error occurs.

The sender sends the RESET PDU when it is in data transfer ready state and enters reset pending state. The sender shall start the timer Timer_RST and increase VT(RST) with 1. The RESET PDU shall be transmitted on the DCCH logical channel if the sender is located in the control plane and on the DTCH if it is located in the user plane.

The RESET PDU has higher priority than data PDUs.

When a reset procedure has been initiated it can only be ended upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU, i.e., a reset procedure is not interrupted by the reception of a RESET PDU from the peer entity.

11.4.2.1
RESET PDU contents to set

The size of the RESET PDU shall be equal to one of the allowed PDU sizes. The hyper frame number indicator field (HFNI) shall be set equal to the currently used HFN (DL HFN when the RESET is sent by UTRAN or UL HFN when the RESET is sent by the UE ). The RSN field shall indicate the sequence number of the RESET PDU. This sequence number is incremented every time a new RESET PDU is transmitted, but not when a RESET PDU is retransmitted.

11.4.3
Reception of the RESET PDU by the receiver

Upon reception of a RESET PDU the receiver shall respond with a RESET ACK PDU. The receiver resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value and resets configurable parameters to their configured value. Both the transmitter and receiver side of the AM RLC entity are reset. All RLC PDUs in the AM RLC receiver shall be discarded. The RLC SDUs in the AM RLC transmitter that were transmitted before the reset shall be discarded.
When a RESET PDU is received, the receiver shall set the HFN (DL HFN when the RESET is received in UE or UL HFN when the RESET is received in UTRAN) equal to the HFNI field in the received RESET PDU.

The RESET ACK PDU shall be transmitted on the DCCH logical channel if the sender is located in the control plane and on the DTCH if it is located in the user plane.

The RESET ACK PDU has higher priority than data PDUs.

11.4.3.1
RESET ACK PDU contents to set

The size of the RESET ACK PDU shall be equal to one of the allowed PDU sizes. The RSN field shall always be set to the same value as in the corresponding RESET PDU. The hyper frame number indicator field (HFNI) shall be set equal to the currently used HFN (DL HFN when the RESET ACK is sent by UTRAN or UL HFN when the RESET ACK is sent by the UE).

11.4.4
Reception of the RESET ACK PDU by the sender

When the sender is in reset pending state and receives a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU the Timer_RST shall be stopped and the value of the HFN (DL HFN when the RESET ACK is received in UE or UL HFN when the RESET ACK is received in UTRAN) shall be set equal to the HFNI field in the received RESET ACK PDU. The sender resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value and resets configurable parameters to their configured value. Both the transmitter and receiver side of the AM RLC entity is reset. All RLC PDUs in the AM RLC receiver shall be discarded. The RLC SDUs in the AM RLC transmitter that were transmitted before the reset shall be discarded.
The sender shall enter data transfer ready state.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with a different RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU the RESET ACK PDU is discarded.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU in data transfer ready state the RESET ACK PDU is discarded.

11.4.5
Abnormal cases

11.4.5.1
Timer_RST timeout

Upon expiry of Timer_RST the sender shall retransmit the RESET PDU and increase VT(RST) with 1. In the retransmitted RESET PDU the value of the RSN field shall not be incremented.

11.4.5.2
Unrecoverable error (VT(RST) ( MaxRST)
If VT(RST) becomes larger or equal to MaxRST, unrecoverable error shall be indicated to higher layer. 
11.4.5.3
Reception of the RESET PDU by the sender

Upon reception of a RESET PDU in reset pending state, the sender shall respond with a RESET ACK PDU. The sender resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value, resets configurable parameters to their configured value. However, VT(RST) and Timer_RST are not reset. Both the transmitter and receiver side of the AM RLC entity are reset. All RLC PDUs in the AM RLC receiver shall be discarded. The RLC SDUs in the AM RLC transmitter that were transmitted before the reset shall be discarded. The hyper frame number, HFN (DL HFN when the RESET is received in UE or UL HFN when the RESET is received in UTRAN) is set equal to the HFNI field in the received RESET PDU. The sender shall stay in the reset pending state. The sender shall enter data transfer ready state only upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU.

11.x RLC re-establishment procedure

The RLC re-establishment procedure is used when higher layer request the RLC entity to be re-established.  
When an RLC entity is re-established, the state variables in the RLC entity (see 9.4) shall be reset to their initial value and the configurable parameters shall be set to their configured value. All RLC PDUs in the RLC receiver and transmitter shall be discarded. The hyper frame number (HFN) in UL and DL shall be set to the value configured by higher layer. After the re-establishment, RLC shall enter the data transfer ready state.






�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the specification number in this box. For example, 04.08 or 31.102. Do not prefix the number with anything . i.e. do not use "TS", "GSM" or "3GPP" etc.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the CR number here. This number is allocated by the 3GPP support team.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the revision number of the CR here. If it is the first version, use a "-".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the version of the specification here. This number is the version of the specification to which the CR will be applied if it is approved. Make sure that the lastest version of the specification (of the relevant release) is used when creating the CR. If unsure what the latest version is, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm" ��http://www.3gpp.org/3G_Specs/3G_Specs.htm�


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� For help on how to fill out a field, place the mouse pointer over the special symbol closest to the field in question.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Mark one or more of the boxes with an X.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a concise description of the subject matter of the CR. It should be no longer than one line.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the source of the CR. This is either (a) one or several companies or, (b) if a (sub)working group has already reviewed and agreed the CR, then list the group as the source.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the acronym for the work item which is applicable to the change. This field is mandatory for category F, B & C CRs for release 4 and later. Work item acronyms are listed in the 3GPP work plan. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/information/work_plan/�


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter the date on which the CR was last revised.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single letter corresponding to the most appropriate category listed below. For more detailed help on interpreting these categories, see the Technical Report 21.900 "3GPP working methods".


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter a single release code from the list below.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which explains why the change is necessary.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter text which describes the most important components of the change. i.e. How the change is made.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter here the consequences if this CR was to be rejected. It is necessary to complete this section only if the CR is of category "F" (i.e. essential correction).


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter each the number of each clause which contains changes.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter an X in the box if any other specifications are affected by this change.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� List here the specifications which are affected or the CRs which are linked.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� Enter any other information which may be needed by the group being requested to approve the CR. This could include special conditions for it's approval which are not listed anywhere else above.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �� This is an example of pop-up text.





3GPP


_998769768.doc


Sender







Receiver







RESET







RESET ACK




















_1035892965.doc






 (4096+VT(S) – VT(A)) mod 4096







VT(WS)







* 100 ,











J =












_993380293.unknown

