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________________________________________________________________________
Introduction

During the last RAN #10 meeting, Nokia presented a proposed work item description [1] on multicasting. Some feedback was received and it was decided that the WI should be reviewed and discussed in the coming RAN WG2 #18 meeting before going back to the next RAN #11.

Status of Multicasting

By point to multipoint services (Multicasting) we refer to be the transmission of a single message to a sub group of subscribers in a certain geographical area or areas. Multicasting is a new type of service which is not covered in the current 3GPP specifications although cell broadcasting does exist.

In GPRS point to multipont transmission already exists since 1998 in the form of point to mulitpoint-multicast (PTM-M) and point to multipoint-group call (PTM-G) [2,3].

In 3GPP, although the multicast functionality has been introduced [4,5], the actual concept has not been standardised yet. Currently in Rel-99 of the 3GPP RAN specifications, "SMS Cell Broadcast" is the only supported broadcast/multicast service.  

3GPP TSG T2 has already started discussions on "advanced cell broadcast", yet no contributions have been brought forward although the issue has been on since 3GPP TSG RAN#6 meeting. 

Therefore we believe that now is the right time for such a service to be standardised for Rel-5 so that the broadcast/multicast specification could be complete.

Attached you find the work item description presented in the last RAN #11 meeting.
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