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4
General
4.1
Overview of the specification

This specification is organised according to the following:
-
Section 4 contains the description of the model of the RRC protocol layer;
-
Section 5 lists the RRC functions and the services provided to upper layers;

-
Section 6 lists the services expected from the lower layers and specifies the radio bearers available for usage by the RRC messages;
-
Section 7 specifies the UE states for the Access Stratum, and also describes the processes which are running in the UE in those states;
-
Section 8 specifies RRC procedures, including UE state transitions;

-
Section 9 specifies the procedures for the handling of unknown, unforeseen, and erroneous protocol data by the receiving entity;
-
Section 10 describes the message in Tabular format; these messages descriptions are referenced in section 8;
-
Section 11 describes the encoding of the messages of the RRC protocol. This is based on the Tabular description of section 9.
-
Section 12 describes the transfer syntax for RRC PDUs derived from the encoding definition;

-
Section 13 lists the protocol timers, counters, constants and variables to be used by the UE;
-
Section 14 specifies some processes applicable in RRC connected mode e.g. measurement processes. Note that not all the processes applicable in RRC connected mode are specified here i.e. some RRC connected mode processes are described in TS 25.304 e.g. cell re-selection; this section specifies also the RRC information to be transferred between network nodes;

Annex A contains recommendations about the network parameters to be stored on the USIM;

Annex B contains informative Stage 2 description of the RRC protocol states and state transition.
The following diagram summarizes the mapping of UE states, including GSM, on the 3GPP and GSM specification which describes the UE behavior.
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4.2
RRC Layer Model
The functional entities of the RRC layer are described below:

-
Routing of higher layer messages to different MM/CM entities (UE side) or different core network domains (UTRAN side) is handled by the Routing Function Entity (RFE)

-
Broadcast functions are handled in the broadcast control function entity (BCFE). The BCFE is used to deliver the RRC services, which are required at the GC-SAP. The BCFE can use the lower layer services provided by the Tr-SAP and UM-SAP.

-
Paging of UEs that do not have an RRC connection is controlled by the paging and notification control function entity (PNFE). The PNFE is used to deliver the RRC services that are required at the Nt-SAP. The PNFE can use the lower layer services provided by the Tr-SAP and UM-SAP.

-
The Dedicated Control Function Entity (DCFE) handles all functions specific to one UE. The DCFE is used to deliver the RRC services which are required at the DC-SAP and can use lower layer services of UM/AM-SAP and Tr-SAP depending on the message to be sent and on the current UE service state.

-
In TDD mode, the DCFE is assisted by the Shared Control Function Entity (SCFE) location in the C-RNC, which controls the allocation of the PDSCH and PUSCH using lower layers services of UM-SAP and Tr-SAP.

-
The Transfer Mode Entity (TME) handles the mapping between the different entities inside the RRC layer and the SAPs provided by RLC. 

NOTE:
Logical information exchange is necessary also between the RRC sublayer functional entities. Most of that is implementation dependent and not necessary to present in detail in a specification.

Figure 1 shows the RRC model for the UE side and Figure 2 and Figure 3 show the RRC model for the UTRAN side.

NOTE:
The figure shows only the types of SAPs that are used. Multiple instances of Tr-SAP, UM-SAP and AM-SAP are possible. Especially, different functional entities usually use different instances of SAP types.
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Figure 1: UE side model of RRC
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Figure 2: UTRAN side RRC model (DS-MAP system)
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Figure 3: UTRAN side RRC model (DS-41 System)
5
RRC Functions and Services provided to upper layers
5.1
RRC Functions


The RRC performs the functions listed below. A more detailed description of these functions is provided in 3G TS 25.301: 

-
Broadcast of information related to  the non-access stratum (Core Network);

-
Broadcast of information related to the access stratum;

-
Establishment, maintenance and release of an RRC connection between the UE and UTRAN;

-
Establishment, reconfiguration and release of Radio Bearers;

-
Assignment, reconfiguration and release of radio resources for the RRC connection;

-
RRC connection mobility functions;


-
Control of requested QoS;

-
UE measurement reporting and control of the reporting;

-
Outer loop power control;

-
Control of ciphering;

-
Slow DCA (TDD mode);

-
Paging;

-
Initial cell selection and cell re-selection;

-
Arbitration of radio resources on uplink DCH;

-
RRC message integrity protection;

-
Timing advance (TDD mode);

-
CBS control.

5.2
RRC Services provided to upper layers
The RRC offers the following services to upper layers, a description and primitives of these services are provided in [2], [17].

-
General Control;

-
Notification;

-
Dedicated control.

5.3
Primitives between RRC and upper layers

The primitives between RRC and the upper layers are described in 3GPP TS 24.007.
6
Services expected from lower layers

6.1
Services expected from Layer 2

The services provided by layer 2 are described in [2], [15] and [16].

6.2
Services expected from Layer 1

The services provided by layer 1 are described in [2].
6.3
List of Signalling Radio Bearers 
The Radio Bearers available for usage by RRC messages using RLC-TM, RLC-UM and RLC-AM on the DCCH and CCCH are specified in the following. The UE and UTRAN shall select the radio bearers for RRC messages using RLC-TM, RLC-UM or RLC-AM on the DCCH and CCCH, according to the following:

-
RB 0 shall be used for all messages sent on the CCCH.

-
RB 1 shall be used for all messages sent on the DCCH, when using RLC unacknowledged mode (RLC-UM).

-
RB 2 shall be used for all messages sent on the DCCH, when using RLC acknowledged mode (RLC-AM), except for except for the RRC messages carrying higher layer (NAS) signalling.
-
RB 3 and optionally RB 4 shall be used by the RRC messages carrying higher layer (NAS) signalling and sent on the DCCH in RLC acknowledged mode (RLC-AM), as specified in subclause 8.1.8., 8.1.9 and 8.1.10.

-
For RRC messages on the DCCH using RLC transparent mode (RLC-TM), the transparent signalling DCCH shall be used. 

-
RRC messages on the SHCCH are mapped either on RACH or on the USCH with the lowest assigned Transport Channel Id in the uplink and either on FACH or on the DSCH with the lowest assigned Transport Channel Id using RLC-TM.
These messages are only specified for TDD mode.

When an RRC message is transmitted in DL on CCCH or SHCCH using RLC UM, RRC should indicate to RLC that a special RLC length indicator should be used [16]. The UE shall assume that this indication has been given. The special length indicator indicates that an RLC SDU begins in the beginning of an RLC PDU.

7
Protocol states

7.1
Overview of RRC States and State Transitions including GSM

Figure XX shows the RRC states in Connected Mode, including transitions between UTRAN connected mode and GSM connected mode for PSTN/ISDN domain services, and between UTRAN connected mode and GSM/GPRS packet modes for IP domain services. It also shows the transitions between Idle Mode and UTRAN Connected Mode and further the transitions within UTRAN connected Mode.
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Figure XX: RRC States and State Transitions including GSM
[1: The indicated division within Idle Mode is only included for clarification and shall not be interpreted as states.]
The RRC connection is defined as a point-to-point bi-directional connection between RRC peer entities on the UE and the UTRAN sides characterised by the allocation of a U-RNTI. An UE has either zero or one RRC connection.
7.2
Processes in UE modes / states

NOTE:
This subclause specifies what processes shall be active in the UE in the different RRC modes / states. The related procedures and the conditions on which they are triggered are specified either in section 8 or elsewhere in the relevant process definition.

7.2.1
UTRAN Idle mode

UE processes that are active in UTRAN Idle mode are specified in 3GPP TS 25.304.

7.2.2
UTRAN RRC Connected mode

7.2.2.1
URA/CELL_PCH  state

In the URA/CELL_PCH state the UE shall perform the following actions:
- if the UE is "in service area"

-
maintain up-to-date system information as broadcast by the serving cell as specified in the sub-clause 8.1.1;

-
perform cell reselection process as specified in 3GPP TS 25.304;

-
monitor the paging occasions according to the DRX cycle and receive paging information on the PCH;

-
perform measurements process according to measurement control information as specified in subclause 8.4 (8.1.1) and in subclause 14.4;

-
maintain up-to-date BMC data if it supports Cell Broadcast Service (CBS) as specified in 3GPP TS 25.324;

-
run timer T305 (periodical URA/cell update);

- if the UE is "out of service area"

-
perform cell reselection process as specified in 3GPP TS 25.304;

-
run timer T316
 ;
-
run timer T305 (periodical URA/cell update).

7.2.2.2
CELL_FACH state

In the CELL_FACH state the UE shall perform the following actions:
- if the UE is "in service area"
-
DCCH and DTCH are available;

-
perform cell reselection process as specified in 3GPP TS 25.304;

-
perform measurements process according to measurement control information as specified in subclause 8.4 and in subclause 14.4;

-
run timer T305 (periodical cell update);

-
listen to all FACH transport channels mapped on S-CCPCH assigned to this UE;

- if the UE is "out of service area":

-
perform cell reselection process as specified in 3GPP TS 25.304;

-
run timers T305 (periodical cell update), and T317
 (cell update when re-entering "in service") or T307 (transition to Idle mode) 
7.2.2.3
CELL_DCH state

In the CELL_DCH state the UE shall perform the following actions:
-
DCCH and DTCH are available;

-
read system information broadcast on FACH as specified in subclause 8.1.1.3 (applicable only to UEs with certain capabilities and camping on FDD cells);

-
read the system information as specified in 8.1.1 (for UEs camping on TDD cells);

-
perform measurements process according to measurement control information as specified in subclause 8.4 and in section 14;
9
Handling of unknown, unforeseen and erroneous protocol data

9.1
General
This subclause specifies procedures for the handling of unknown, unforeseen, and erroneous protocol data by the receiving entity. These procedures are called "error handling procedures", but in addition to provide recovery mechanisms for error situations they define a compatibility mechanism for future extensions of the protocol.

The error handling procedures specified in this subclause shall apply to all RRC messages. When there is a specific handling for messages received on different logical channels this is specified.

When the UE receives an RRC message, it shall set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to FALSE and then perform the checks in the order as defined below.

The procedures specified in clause 8 are applied only for the messages passing the checks as defined below, except when procedure specific handling is used to recover from the error.

9.2
ASN.1 violation or encoding error

If the UE receives a message on the DCCH for which the encoded message does not result in a valid abstract syntax value, it shall perform the following:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Transmit an RRC STATUS message on the uplink DCCH. The IE "Protocol error information" shall contain an IE "Protocol error cause" set to "ASN.1 violation or encoding error".

-
When the transmission of the RRC STATUS message has been confirmed by RLC, the UE shall resume normal operation as if the invalid message has not been received.

If the UE receives a message on the BCCH, PCCH, CCCH or SHCCH for which the encoded message does not result in a valid abstract syntax value, it shall ignore the message.

9.3
Unknown or unforeseen message type

If a UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH with a message type reserved for future extension it shall:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Transmit an RRC STATUS message on the uplink DCCH. The IE "Protocol error information" shall contain an IE "Protocol error cause" set to "Message type non-existent or not implemented".

-
When the transmission of the RRC STATUS message has been confirmed by RLC, the UE shall resume normal operation as if the invalid message has not been received.

If the UE receives a message on the BCCH, PCCH, CCCH or SHCCH with a message type reserved for future extension it shall ignore the message.

9.4
Unknown or unforeseen information element value, mandatory information element

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, with a mandatory IE having a value, including choice, reserved for future extension the UE shall

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Ignore" and if a default value of the IE is defined, treat the rest of the message using the default value of the IE. 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Reject" or no default value of the IE is defined:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Set the IE "Protocol error cause" in the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION to "Information element value not comprehended".

-
Perform procedure specific error handling according to clause 8.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the BCCH or PCCH with a mandatory IE having a value reserved for future extension it shall 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Ignore" and if a default value of the IE is defined, treat the rest of the message using the default value of the IE. 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Reject" or no default value of the IE is defined, ignore the message.

9.5
Conditional information element error

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, BCCH, PCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH, for which the specified conditions for absence of a conditional IE are met and that IE is present, the UE shall: 

-
Ignore the IE.

-
Treat the rest of the message as if the IE was not present.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, for which the specified conditions for presence of a conditional IE are met and that IE is absent, the UE shall:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Set the IE "Protocol error cause" in the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION to "Conditional information element error".

-
Perform procedure specific error handling according to clause 8.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the BCCH or PCCH for which the specified conditions for presence of a conditional IE are met and that IE is absent, the UE shall ignore the message.

9.6
Unknown or unforeseen information element value, conditional information element

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, for which the specified conditions for presence of a conditional IE are met, that IE is present, and that IE has a value, including choice, reserved for future extension, the UE shall

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Ignore" and if a default value of the IE is defined, treat the rest of the message using the default value of the IE. 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Reject" or no default value of the IE is defined:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Set the IE "Protocol error cause" in the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION to "Information element value not comprehended".

-
Perform procedure specific error handling according to clause 8.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the BCCH or PCCH for which the specified conditions for presence of a conditional IE are met, that IE is present, and that IE has a value, including choice, reserved for future extension, the UE shall 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Ignore" and if a default value of the IE is defined, treat the rest of the message using the default value of the IE. 

-
If criticality of the IE is defined as "Reject" or no default value of the IE is defined, ignore the message.

9.7
Unknown or unforeseen information element value, optional information element

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, with an optional IE having a value, including choice, reserved for future extension and the criticality for that IE is specified as "ignore", it shall: 

-
Ignore the value of the IE.

-
Treat the rest of the message as if the IE was not present.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, with an optional IE having a value, including choice, reserved for future extension and the criticality for that IE is specified as "reject", it shall:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Set the IE "Protocol error cause" in the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION to "Information element value not comprehended".

-
Perform procedure specific error handling according to clause 8.

If the UE receives an RRC message on the BCCH or PCCH with an optional IE having a value, including choice, reserved for future extension it shall:

-
Ignore the value of the IE.

-
Treat the rest of the message as if the IE was not present.

9.8
Unexpected message extension

If the UE receives a message on the DCCH, or addressed to the UE on the CCCH or on the SHCCH, containing at least one information element in an extension for which a content is not defined, and therefore not expected, the UE shall check the criticality of that extension, if defined.

-
If the criticality for the extension is defined and is set to "Ignore", the UE shall ignore the content of the extension and the message contents after the extension, but treat the parts of the message up to the extension normally.

-
If the criticality for the extension is defined and is set to "Reject", or if the criticality is not defined, the UE shall:

-
Set the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_REJECT to TRUE.

-
Set the IE "Protocol error cause" in the variable PROTOCOL_ERROR_INFORMATION to "Message extension not comprehended".

-
Perform procedure specific error handling according to clause 8. 

If the UE receives a message on the BCCH or PCCH, containing at least one information element in an extension for which a content is not defined, and therefore not expected, the UE shall check the criticality of that extension, if defined.

-
If the criticality for the extension is defined and is set to "Ignore", the UE shall ignore the content of the extension and the message contents after the extension, but treat the parts of the message up to the extension normally.

-
If the criticality for the extension is defined and is set to "Reject", or if the criticality is not defined, the UE shall ignore the message.

Annex B (informative):
Description of RRC state transitions
This annex contains Stage 2 description of RRC states and state transitions.

B.1
RRC states and state transitions including GSM
After power on, the UE stays in Idle Mode until it transmits a request to establish an RRC Connection. In Idle Mode the connection of the UE is closed on all layers of the access stratum. In Idle Mode the UE is identified by non-access stratum identities such as IMSI, TMSI and P-TMSI. In addition, the UTRAN has no own information about the individual Idle Mode UEs, and it can only address e.g. all UEs in a cell or all UEs monitoring a paging occasion. The UE behaviour within this mode is described in [4].

The UTRAN Connected Mode is entered when the RRC Connection is established. The UE is assigned a radio network temporary identity (RNTI) to be used as UE identity on common transport channels. 


The RRC states within UTRAN Connected Mode reflect the level of UE connection and which transport channels that can be used by the UE.

For inactive stationary data users the UE may fall back to PCH on both the Cell and URA levels. That is, upon the need for paging, the UTRAN  checks the current level of connection of the given UE, and decides whether the paging message  is sent within the URA, or should it be sent via a specific cell.

B.2
Transition from Idle Mode to UTRAN Connected Mode

The transition to the UTRAN Connected Mode from the Idle Mode can only be initiated by the UE by transmitting a request for an RRC Connection. The event is triggered either by a paging request from the network or by a request from upper layers in the UE.

When the UE receives a message from the network that confirms the RRC connection establishment, the UE enters the CELL_FACH or CELL_DCH state of UTRAN Connected Mode.

In the case of a failure to establish the RRC Connection the UE goes back to Idle Mode. Possible causes are radio link failure, a received reject response from the network or lack of response from the network (timeout).

B.2.1.
Transitions for Emergency Calls

Refer to 3GPP TS 25.304 for all states and procedures referred to in this subclause. When UE leaves idle mode from state Camped on any cell in order to make an emergency call, moving to state Connected mode (emergency calls only), the UE shall use the Immediate cell evaluation procedure (UTRA only) in order to select the best cell on the current frequency for the access attempt. If no suitable cell is found, the UE shall use the Any cell reselection. When returning to idle mode, the UE shall use the procedure Cell selection when leaving connected mode in order to find a suitable cell to camp on, state Camped on any cell.

B.3
UTRAN Connected Mode States and Transitions

B.3.1
CELL_DCH state

The CELL_DCH state is characterised by 

-
A dedicated physical channel is allocated to the UE in uplink and downlink.

-
The UE is known on cell level according to its current active set.

-
Dedicated transport channels, downlink and uplink (TDD) shared transport channels, and a combination of these transport channels can be used by the UE. 

The CELL_DCH-state is entered from the Idle Mode through the setup of an RRC connection, or by establishing a dedicated physical channel from the CELL_FACH state.

A PDSCH may be assigned to the UE in this state, to be used for a DSCH. In TDD a PUSCH may also be assigned to the UE in this state, to be used for a USCH. If PDSCH or PUSCH are used for TDD, a FACH transport channel may be assigned to the UE for reception of physical shared channel allocation messages.

B.3.1.1
Transition from CELL_DCH to Idle Mode

Transition to Idle Mode is realised through the release of the RRC connection.

B.3.1.2
Transition from CELL_DCH to CELL_FACH state

Transition to CELL_FACH state occurs when all dedicated channels have been released, which may be

a)
via explicit signalling.

at the end of the time period for which the dedicated channel was allocated (TDD) 

B.3.1.3
Transition from CELL_DCH to CELL_PCH state

Transition to CELL_PCH state occurs via explicit signalling.

B.3.1.4
Transition from CELL_DCH to URA_PCH state

Transition to URA_PCH state occurs via explicit signalling.

B.3.1.5
Radio Resource Allocation tasks (CELL_DCH)

For the DCH, several physical channel allocation strategies may be applied. The allocations can be either permanent (needing a DCH release message) or based on time or amount-of-data.

Resource allocation can be done separately for each packet burst with fast signalling on the DCH

For each radio frame the UE and the network indicate the current data rate (in uplink and downlink respectively) using the transport format combination indicator (TFCI). However, in TDD, DCH and DSCH or USCH may be mapped on different CCTrCHs, their TFCI are totally independent. DCH transmission is not modified by the simultaneous existence of DSCH/USCH. If the configured set of combinations (i.e. transport format set for one transport channel) are found to be insufficient to retain the QoS requirements for a transport channel, the network initiates a reconfiguration of the transport format set (TFS) for that transport channel. This reconfiguration can be done during or in between data transmission. Further, the network can reconfigure the physical channel allowing an increase or decrease of the peak data rate.

For the uplink data transmission, the UE reports the observed traffic volume to the network in order for the network to re-evaluate the current allocation of resources. This report contains e.g. the amount of data to be transmitted or the buffer status in the UE.

B.3.1.6
RRC Connection mobility tasks (CELL_DCH)

Depending on the amount and frequency of data macrodiversity (soft handover) may or may not be applied.

The RRC Connection mobility is handled by measurement reporting, soft handover and non-synchronised or synchronised hard handover procedures.

B.3.1.7
UE Measurements (CELL_DCH)

The UE performs measurements and transmit measurement reports according to the measurement control information.

The UE uses the connected mode measurement control information received in other states until new measurement control information has been assigned to the UE.

B.3.1.8
Acquisition of system information (CELL_DCH)

FDD UEs with certain capabilities reads system information broadcast on FACH. 

TDD UEs reads the BCH to acquire valid system information. For each acquisition, the UE may need different combinations of system information broadcast on BCH. The scheduling on the broadcast channel is done in such way that the UE knows when the requested information can be found.

B.3.2
CELL_FACH state

The CELL_FACH state is characterised by:

-
No dedicated physical channel is allocated to the UE. 

-
The UE continuously monitors a FACH in the downlink.

-
The UE is assigned a default common or shared transport channel in the uplink (e.g. RACH) that it can use anytime according to the access procedure for that transport channel.

-
The position of the UE is known by UTRAN on cell level according to the cell where the UE last made a cell update. 

-
In TDD mode, one or several USCH or DSCH transport channels may have been established.










B.3.2.1
Transition from CELL_FACH to CELL_DCH state

A transition occurs, when a dedicated physical channel is established via explicit signalling. 

B.3.2.2
Transition from CELL_FACH to CELL_PCH state

The transition occurs when UTRAN orders the UE to move to CELL_PCH state, which is done via explicit signalling.. 

B.3.2.3
Transition from CELL_FACH to Idle Mode

Upon release of the RRC connection, the UE moves to the idle mode.

B.3.2.4
Transition from CELL_FACH to URA_PCH State

The transition occurs when UTRAN orders the UE to move to URA _PCH state, which is done via explicit signalling e.g. Upon completion of the URA update procedure.

B.3.2.5
Radio Resource Allocation Tasks (CELL_FACH)

In the CELL_ FACH state the UE will monitor an FACH. It is enabled to transmit uplink control signals and it may be able to transmit small data packets on the RACH. 

The network can assign the UE transport channel parameters (e.g. transport format sets) in advance, to be used when a DCH is used. Upon assignment of the physical channel for DCH, the UE moves to CELL_DCH state and uses the pre-assigned TFS for the DCH.

If no UE dedicated physical channel or transport channel configuration has been assigned, the UE uses the common physical channel and transport channel configuration according to the system information.

For the uplink data transmission, the UE reports the observed traffic volume to the network in order for the network to re-evaluate the current allocation of resources. This report contains e.g. the amount of data to be transmitted or the buffer status in the UE.

When there is either user or control data to transmit, a selection procedure determines whether the data should be transmitted on a common transport channel, or if a transition to CELL_DCH should be executed. The selection is dynamic and depends on e.g. traffic parameters (amount of data, packet burst frequency).

In FDD mode, the UTRAN can assign CPCH resources to the UE in CELL_FACH state. When CPCH resources are assigned, the UE will continue to monitor FACHs. The UE may use the RACH to transmit uplink control signals and small data packets. The UE also may choose to transmit data packets, larger than those carried on the RACH, on the CPCH channel. The UE selects either the RACH or one of the CPCH channels to make maximum use of the capacity available on that channel. 

In FDD mode, the UE provides the UTRAN with CPCH measurement data, which includes data, queue depth (current size of data buffers), average access time for each CPCH channel used, and average traffic volume on each CPCH channel used. With these measures, the UTRAN can reallocate network resources on a periodic basis. The UTRAN allocates CPCH Sets to each cell and assigns UEs to one of the cell's CPCH Sets. The UEs can dynamically access the CPCH resources without further UTRAN control.

In the TDD mode, the UTRAN can assign USCH / DSCH resources to the UE in CELL_FACH state. When USCH / DSCH resources are assigned, the UE will continue to monitor FACHs, depending on the UE capability. The UE may use the USCH / DSCH to transmit signalling messages or user data in the uplink and / or the downlink using USCH and / or DSCH when resources are allocated to cell and UE is assigned use of those USCH / DSCH.

For the uplink data transmission on USCH the UE reports to the network the traffic volume (current size of RLC data buffers), The UTRAN can use these measurement reports to re-evaluate the current allocation of the USCH / DSCH resources.

B.3.2.6
RRC Connection mobility tasks (CELL_FACH)

In this state the location of the UE is known on cell level. A cell update procedure is used to report to the UTRAN, when the UE selects a new cell to observe the common downlink channels of a new cell. Downlink data transmission on the FACH can be started without prior paging.

The UE monitors the broadcast channel and system information on BCCH of its own and neighbour cells and from this the need for the updating of cell location is identified.

The UE performs cell reselection and upon selecting a new UTRA cell, it initiates a cell update procedure. Upon selecting a new cell belonging to another radio access system than UTRA, the UE enters idle mode and makes an access to that system according to its specifications.

B.3.2.7
UE Measurements (CELL_FACH)

The UE performs measurements and transmit measurement reports according to the measurement control information.

By default, the UE uses the measurement control information broadcast within the system information. However, for measurements for which the network also provides measurement control information within a measurement control message, the latter information takes precedence.

B.3.2.8
Transfer and update of system information (CELL_FACH)

The UE reads the BCH to acquire valid system information. For each acquisition, the UE may need different combinations of system information broadcast on BCH. The scheduling on the broadcast channel is done in such way that the UE knows when the requested information can be found. 

When the system information is modified, the scheduling information is updated to reflect the changes in system information transmitted on BCH. The new scheduling information is broadcast on FACH in order to inform UEs about the changes. If the changes are applicable for the UE, the modified system information is read on BCH.

B.3.3
CELL_PCH state

The CELL_PCH state is characterised by:

-
No dedicated physical channel is allocated to the UE.

-
The UE selects a PCH with the algorithm specified in subclause 8.5.7.6.3, and uses DRX for monitoring the selected PCH via an associated PICH. 

-
No uplink activity is possible.

-
The position of the UE is known by UTRAN on cell level according to the cell where the UE last made a cell update in CELL_FACH state. 






The DCCH logical channel cannot be used in this state. If the network wants to initiate any activity, it needs to make a paging request on the PCCH logical channel in the known cell to initiate any downlink activity.

B.3.3.1
Transition from CELL_PCH to CELL_FACH state

The UE is transferred to CELL_FACH state either by paging from UTRAN or through any uplink access.

B.3.3.2
Radio Resource Allocation Tasks (CELL_PCH)

In CELL_PCH state no resources have been granted for data transmission. For this purpose, a transition to another state has to be executed.

The UE may use Discontinuous Reception (DRX) in order to reduce power consumption. When DRX is used the UE needs only to receive at one paging occasion per DRX cycle. The UE may be instructed to use a specific DRX cycle length by the network. The UE determines its paging occasions in the same way as for Idle Mode, see [4].

B.3.3.3
RRC Connection mobility tasks (CELL_PCH)

In the CELL_PCH state, the UE mobility is performed through cell reselection procedures, which may differ from the one defined in [4].

The UE performs cell reselection and upon selecting a new UTRA cell, it moves to CELL_FACH state and initiates a cell update procedure in the new cell. After the cell update procedure has been performed, the UE changes its state back to CELL_PCH state if neither the UE nor the network has any more data to transmit.

Upon selecting a new cell belonging to another radio access system than UTRA, the UE enters idle mode and makes an access to that system according to its specifications.

In case of low UE activity, UTRAN may want to reduce the cell-updating overhead by ordering the UE to move to the URA_PCH State. This transition is made via the CELL_FACH state. UTRAN may apply an inactivity timer, and optionally, a counter, which counts the number of cell updates e.g. UTRAN orders the UE to move to URA_PCH when the number of cell updates has exceeded certain limits (network parameter). 

B.3.3.4
UE Measurements (CELL_PCH)

The UE performs measurements and transmit measurement reports according to the measurement control information.

The UE uses the measurement control information according to the system information when no UE dedicated measurement control information has been assigned.

B.3.3.5
Transfer and update of system information (CELL_PCH)

The UE reads the BCH to acquire valid system information. For each acquisition, the UE may need different combinations of system information broadcast on BCH. The scheduling on the broadcast channel is done in such way that the UE knows when the requested information can be found.

B.3.4
URA_PCH State

The URA_PCH state is characterised by:

-
No dedicated channel is allocated to the UE.

-
The UE selects a PCH with the algorithm specified in subclause 8.5.7.6.3, and uses DRX for monitoring the selected PCH via an associated PICH.

-
No uplink activity is possible.

-
The location of the UE is known on UTRAN Registration area level according to the URA assigned to the UE during the last URA update in CELL_FACH state.






The DCCH logical channel cannot be used in this state. If the network wants to initiate any activity, it needs to make a paging request on the PCCH logical channel within the URA where the location of the UE is known. If the UE needs to transmit anything to the network, it goes to the CELL_FACH state. The transition to URA_PCH State can be controlled with an inactivity timer, and optionally, with a counter which counts the number of cell updates. When the number of cell updates has exceeded certain limits (a network parameter), then the UE changes to the URA_PCH State.

URA updating is initiated by the UE, which, upon the detection of the Registration area, sends the network the Registration area update information on the RACH of the new cell.

B.3.4.1
Transition from URA_PCH State to CELL_FACH State (URA_PCH)

Any activity causes the UE to be transferred to CELL_ FACH State. Uplink access is performed by RACH .

Note that the release of an RRC connection is not possible in the URA_PCH State. The UE will first move to CELL_FACH State to perform the release signalling.

B.3.4.2
Radio Resource Allocation Tasks (URA _PCH)

In URA_PCH State no resources have been granted for data transmission. For this purpose, a transition to CELL_FACH State has to be executed.

The UE may use Discontinuous Reception (DRX) in order to reduce power consumption. When DRX is used the UE needs only to receive at one paging occasion per DRX cycle. The UE may be instructed to use a specific DRX cycle length by the network. The UE determines its paging occasions in the same way as for Idle Mode, see [4].

B.3.4.3
RRC Connection mobility tasks (URA_PCH)

In URA_PCH State the location of a UE is known on UTRAN Registration area level. 

In this state, the UE mobility is performed through URA reselection procedures, which may differ from the definitions in S2.04. The UE performs cell reselection and upon selecting a new UTRA cell belonging to an URA which does not match the URA used by the UE, the UE moves to CELL_FACH state and initiates a URA update towards the network. After the URA update procedure has been performed, the UE changes its state back to URA_PCH state if neither the UE nor the network has any more data to transmit.

Upon selecting a new cell belonging to another radio access system than UTRA, the UE enters idle mode and make an access to that system according to its specifications (FFS).

B.3.4.4
UE Measurements (URA_PCH)

The UE performs measurements and transmit measurement reports according to the measurement control information.

The UE uses the measurement control information according to the system information when no UE dedicated measurement control information has been assigned.

B.3.4.5
Transfer and update of system information (URA_PCH)

The same mechanisms to transfer and update system information as for state CELL_PCH are applicable for UEs in URA_PCH state.

B.3.5
States and Transitions for Cell Reselection in URA_PCH, CELL_PCH, and CELL_FACH
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Figure 60: UTRAN Connected mode cell reselection for URA_PCH, CELL_PCH, and CELL_FACH

In some states the UE performs cell reselection procedures. The UE selects a suitable cell (defined in 3GPP TS 25.304) and radio access technology based on connected mode radio measurements and cell reselection criteria.

Figure 60 shows the states and procedures in the cell reselection process in connected mode.

When a cell reselection is triggered, the UE evaluates the cell reselection criteria based on radio measurements, and if a better cell is found that cell is selected, procedure Cell reselection (see 3GPP TS 25.304). If the change of cell implies a change of radio access technology, the RRC connection is released, and the UE enters idle mode of the other RAT. If no suitable cell is found in the cell reselection procedure, the RRC connection is released, and the UE enters idle mode.

The UE uses the Immediate cell evaluation procedure (see 3GPP TS 25.304) to select the best suitable cell prior to any access attempt, according to the immediate cell evaluation criteria. Constraints on the use of this procedure are specified in subclause xxxxxx.

When an Initial cell reselection is triggered, the UE shall use the Initial cell reselection procedure (see 3GPP TS 25.304) to find a suitable cell. The cases where this may be triggered are specified in subclause xxxxx. One example where this procedure is triggered is at radio link failure, where the UE may trigger an initial cell reselection in order to request re-establishment of the RRC connection. If the UE is unable to find a suitable cell, the UE shall release the RRC connection and enter idle mode. 

B.4
Inter-system handover with PSTN/ISDN domain services

When using PSTN / ISDN domain services, UTRAN is using an Inter-Radio access system Handover Procedure and GSM is using a Handover procedure for the transition from UTRAN Connected Mode to GSM Connected Mode.

B.5
Inter-system handover with IP domain services

When using IP domain services, the UE initiates cell reselection from a GSM/GPRS cell to a UTRAN cell and then uses the RRC Connection Establishment procedure for the transition to UTRAN Connected mode.

When the RRC Connection is established from Idle Mode (GPRS Packet Idle Mode) the RRC CONNECTION REQUEST message contains an indication, that UTRAN needs to continue an already established GPRS UE context from the CN. This indication allows UTRAN to e.g. prioritise the RRC CONNECTION REQUEST from the UE.

In UTRAN connected mode UTRAN is using UE or network initiated cell reselection to change from a UTRAN cell to a GSM/GPRS cell. If the cell reselection was successful the UE enters Idle Mode (GPRS Packet Idle Mode). The UE sends a packet channel request from Idle Mode (GPRS Packet Idle mode) to establish a Temporary Block flow and enter GPRS Packet Transfer Mode. In the GPRS Packet Transfer Mode the UE sends a RA Update request message. The RA Update Request message sent from the UE contains an indication that GSM/GPRS need to continue an already established UTRAN UE context from the CN. This means that the RA Update request is always sent for the transition from UTRAN Connected Mode to GSM/GPRS regardless if the RA is changed or not.

NOTE:
The reason for using RA update instead of a new message is to reduce the impact on the existing GSM/GPRS specification.

B.6
Inter-system handover with simultaneous IP and PSTN/ISDN domain services

NOTE:
This is an initial assumption that needs to be seen by SMG2 and requiring checking by SMG2, when the work on this item has progressed.

B.61
Inter-system handover UTRAN to GSM / BSS

For a UE in CELL_DCH state using both PSTN / ISDN and IP Domain services the Inter-system handover procedure is based on measurement reports from the UE but initiated from UTRAN.

The UE performs the Inter-system handover from UTRAN Connected Mode to GSM Connected Mode first. When the UE has sent handover complete message to GSM / BSS the UE initiates a temporary block flow towards GPRS and sends a RA update request.

If the Inter-system handover from UTRAN Connected Mode to GSM Connected Mode was successful the handover is considered as successful regardless if the UE was able to establish a temporary block flow or not towards GPRS.

In case of Inter-system handover failure the UE has the possibility to go back to UTRAN Connected Mode and re-establish the connection in the state it originated from without attempting to establish a temporary block flow. If the UE has the option to try to establish a temporary block flow towards GSM / GPRS after Inter-system handover failure is FFS.

B.6.2
Inter-system handover GSM / BSS to UTRAN

For a UE in GSM Connected Mode using both PSTN / ISDN and IP domain services the Inter-system handover procedure is based on measurement reports from the UE but initiated from GSM / BSS.

The UE performs the Inter-system handover from GSM Connected Mode to UTRAN Connected Mode.

In UTRAN Connected Mode both services are established in parallel.

If the Inter-System handover from GSM Connected mode to UTRAN Connected Mode was successful the handover is considered as successful.

In case of Inter-system handover failure the UE has the possibility to go back to GSM Connected Mode and re-establish the connection in the state it originated from.
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