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9.3.3
State model for acknowledged mode entities

Figure 9.18 illustrates the state model for the acknowledged mode RLC entity (both transmitting and receiving). An acknowledged mode entity can be in one of following states.

9.3.3.1
Null State

In the null state the RLC entity does not exist and therefore it is not possible to transfer any data through it.

Upon reception of an CRLC-CONFIG-Req from higher layer the RLC entity is created and acknowledged data transfer ready state is entered.

9.3.3.2
Acknowledged Data Transfer Ready State

In the acknowledged data transfer ready state, acknowledged mode data can be exchanged between the entities. Upon reception of a CRLC-CONFIG-Req from higher layer the RLC entity is terminated and the null state is entered.

Upon errors in the protocol, the RLC entity sends a RESET PDU to its peer and enters the reset pending state.

Upon reception of a RESET PDU, the RLC entity resets the protocol (see subclause 11.4.3), increments the hyper frame number if the RSN field indicates that the RESET PDU is not a retransmitted RESET PDU) and responds to the peer entity with a RESET ACK PDU.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU, the RLC takes no action.

9.3.3.3
Reset Pending State

In the reset pending state the entity waits for a response from its peer entity and no data can be exchanged between the entities. Upon reception of CRLC-CONFIG-Req from higher layer the RLC entity is terminated and the null state is entered.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU, the RLC entity resets the protocol (see subclause 11.4.4), increments the hyper frame number and one of the following state transitions take place.

The RLC entity enters the acknowledged data transfer ready state if Reset Pending State was entered from Acknowledged Data Transfer Ready State or if Reset Pending State was entered from Local Suspend State and a CRLC-RESUME–Req was received in Reset Pending State. 

The RLC entity enters into Local Suspend State if Reset Pending State was entered from Local Suspend State or if Reset Pending State was entered from Acknowledged Data Transfer Ready State and a CRLC-SUSPEND-Req was received in Reset Pending State.
Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with a different RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU the RESET ACK PDU is discarded..

Upon reception of a RESET PDU, the RLC entity resets the protocol (see subclause 11.4.3)), increments the hyper frame number if the RSN field indicates that the RESET PDU is not a retransmitted RESET PDU, sends a RESET ACK PDU and stays in the reset pending state.
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Figure 9.18: The state model for the acknowledged mode entities when reset is performed

9.3.3.4
Local Suspend State

Upon reception of CRLC-SUSPEND-Req from higher layer (RRC) in Acknowledge Data Transfer Ready State the RLC entity is suspended and the Local Suspend state is entered. In the Local Suspend state RLC shall not send a RLC-PDUs with a SN>=VT(S)+N. Upon reception of CRLC-RESUME-Req from higher layer (RRC) in this state, the RLC entity is resumed and the Data Transfer Ready state is entered.
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Figure 9.19: The state model for the acknowledged mode entities when local suspend is performed

11.4
RLC reset procedure

11.4.1
Purpose

The RLC reset procedure is used to reset two RLC peer entities, which are operating in acknowledged mode. Figure 11.4 below illustrates the elementary procedure for a RLC reset. The sender can be either the UE or the network and the receiver is either the network or the UE.
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Figure 11.4: RLC reset procedure

11.4.2
Initiation

The procedure shall be initiated when a protocol error occurs.

The sender sends the RESET PDU when it is in data transfer ready state and enters reset pending state. The sender shall start the timer Timer_RST and increase VT(RST) with 1. The RESET PDU shall be transmitted on the DCCH logical channel if the sender is located in the control plane and on the DTCH if it is located in the user plane.

The RESET PDU has higher priority than data PDUs.

When a reset procedure has been initiated it can only be ended upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU, i.e., a reset procedure is not interrupted by the reception of a RESET PDU from the peer entity.

11.4.2.1
RESET PDU contents to set

The size of the RESET PDU shall be equal to one of the allowed PDU sizes. The RSN field shall indicate the sequence number of the RESET PDU. This sequence number is incremented every time a new RESET PDU is transmitted.

11.4.3
Reception of the RESET PDU by the receiver

Upon reception of a RESET PDU the receiver shall respond with a RESET ACK PDU. The receiver resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value and resets configurable parameters to their configured value. All RLC SDUs in the Rx that has not been delivered to higher layer shall be discarded. Depending on the configuration, the RLC SDUs not yet acknowledged in the Tx shall either be transmitted after the reset with new sequence numbers or the SDUs in the Tx shall be discarded. All control PDUs are discarded independent of the configuration.
In the received RESET PDU the Receiver shall check the value of RSN (Reset Sequence Number) field. If the value of the RSN field is different from the RSN value in the previously received RESET PDU the Receiver shall increase the value of the HFN by one.

If the value of the RSN is equal to the RSN value in the previously received RESET PDU, (i.e. the RESET PDU is a retransmitted RESET PDU) the value of the HFN shall not be increased and only a RESET ACK PDU shall be sent to the peer RLC entity.

The RESET ACK PDU shall be transmitted on the DCCH logical channel if the sender is located in the control plane and on the DTCH if it is located in the user plane.

The RESET ACK PDU has higher priority than data PDUs.

11.4.3.1
RESET ACK PDU contents to set

The size of the RESET ACK PDU shall be equal to one of the allowed PDU sizes. The RSN field shall always be set to the same value as in the corresponding RESET PDU.

11.4.4
Reception of the RESET ACK PDU by the sender

When the sender is in reset pending state and receives a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU the Timer_RST shall be stopped and the value of the HFN shall be increased by one. The sender resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value and resets configurable parameters to their configured value. All RLC SDUs in the Rx that has not been delivered to higher layer shall be discarded. Depending on the configuration, the RLC SDUs not yet acknowledged in the Tx shall either be transmitted after the reset with new sequence numbers or the SDUs in the Tx shall be discarded. All control PDUs are discarded independent of the configuration.
The sender shall enter data transfer ready state.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with a different RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU the RESET ACK PDU is discarded.

Upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU in data transfer ready state the RESET ACK PDU is discarded.

11.4.5
Abnormal cases

11.4.5.1
Timer_RST timeout

Upon expiry of Timer_RST the sender shall retransmit the RESET PDU and increase VT(RST) with 1. In the retransmitted RESET PDU the value of the RSN field shall not be incremented.

11.4.5.2
VT(RST) ( MaxRST
If VT(RST) becomes larger or equal to MaxRST the RRC layer shall be informed.
11.4.5.3
Reception of the RESET PDU by the sender

Upon reception of a RESET PDU in reset pending state the sender shall respond with a RESET ACK PDU. The sender resets the state variables in 9.4 to their initial value, resets configurable parameters to their configured value. However, VT(RST) and Timer_RST are not reset. All RLC SDUs in the Rx that has not been delivered to higher layer shall be discarded. Depending on the configuration, the RLC SDUs not yet acknowledged in the Tx shall either be transmitted after the reset with new sequence numbers or the SDUs in the Tx shall be discarded. All control PDUs are discarded independent of the configuration.
The hyper frame number is incremented if the RSN field indicates that the RESET PDU is not a retransmitted RESET PDU. The sender shall stay in the reset pending state. The sender shall enter data transfer ready state only upon reception of a RESET ACK PDU with the same RSN value as in the corresponding RESET PDU.
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