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8.1
Primitives between RLC and higher layers

The primitives between RLC and upper layers are shown in Table 8.1.

Table 8.1: Primitives between RLC and upper layers

Generic Name
Parameter


Req.
Ind.
Resp.
Conf.

RLC-AM-DATA
Data, CNF, MUI
Data, DiscardInfo
Not Defined
MUI

RLC-UM-DATA
Data, Use special LI
Data
Not Defined
Not Defined

RLC-TR-DATA
Data
Data
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-CONFIG
E/R, Stop, Ciphering Elements (UM/AM only), AM_parameters (AM only)
Not Defined
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-SUSPEND (UM/AM only)
N
Not Defined
Not Defined
VT(US) (UM only), VT(S) (AM only)

CRLC-RESUME (UM/AM only)
No Parameter
Not Defined
Not Defined
Not Defined

CRLC-STATUS
Not Defined
EVC
Not Defined
Not Defined

Each Primitive is defined as follows:

RLC-AM-DATA-Req/Ind/Conf

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in acknowledged mode.

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in acknowledged mode and to indicate higher layers of the discarded RLC SDU in the receiving RLC.

-
RLC-AM-DATA-Conf is used by RLC to confirm to higher layers the transmission of a RLC SDU.

RLC-UM-DATA-Req/Ind

-
RLC-UM-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in unacknowledged mode.

-
RLC-UM-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in unacknowledged mode.

RLC-TR-DATA-Req/Ind

-
RLC-TR-DATA-Req is used by higher layers to request transmission of a higher layer PDU in transparent mode.

-
RLC-TR-DATA-Ind is used by RLC to deliver to higher layers RLC SDUs, that have been transmitted in transparent mode.

CRLC-CONFIG-Req

This primitive is used by RRC to establish, re-establish, release or reconfigure the RLC. Ciphering elements are included for UM and AM operation.

CRLC-SUSPEND-Req/Conf

This primitive is used by RRC to suspend the RLC. The N parameter indicates that RLC shall not send a PDU with SN>=VT(S)+N, where N is an integer. RLC informs RRC of the VT(S) value in the confirm primitive.

CRLC-RESUME-Req

This primitive is used by RRC to resume RLC when RLC has been suspended.

CRLC-STATUS-Ind

It is used by the RLC to send status information to RRC.

8.2
Primitive parameters 

Following parameters are used in the primitives:

1)
The parameter Data is the RLC SDU that is mapped onto the Data field in RLC PDUs. The Data parameter may be divided over several RLC PDUs. In case of a RLC-AM-DATA or a RLC-UM-DATA primitive the length of the Data parameter shall be octet-aligned.

2)
The parameter Confirmation request (CNF) indicates whether the RLC needs to confirm the correct transmission of the RLC SDU.

3)
The parameter Message Unit Identifier (MUI) is an identity of the RLC SDU, which is used to indicate which RLC SDU that is confirmed with the RLC-AM-DATA conf. primitive.

4)
The parameter E/R indicates (re)establishment, release or modification of RLC If it indicates establishment, the state variables in 9.4 shall be set to their initial value, the configurable parameters shall be set to their configured value and RLC shall enter the data transfer ready state. If it indicates re-establishment, the state variables in 9.4 shall be set to their initial value, the configurable parameters shall be set to their configured value the RLC buffers shall be emptied and RLC shall enter the data transfer ready state. If it indicates release, all protocol parameters, variables and timers shall be released and RLC shall exit the data transfer ready state. If it indicates modification, the protocol parameters indicated by RRC (e.g. ciphering parameters) shall only be modified with keeping the other protocol parameters, the protocol variables, the protocol timers and the protocol state. RLC shall always be re-established if the PU size is changed.
5)
The parameter Event Code (EVC) indicates the reason for the CRLC-STATUS-ind (i.e., unrecoverable errors such as data link layer loss or recoverable status events such as reset, etc.).

6)
The parameter ciphering elements are only applicable for UM and AM operation. These parameters are Ciphering Mode, Ciphering Key, Activation Time (SN to activate a new ciphering configuration) and HFN (Hyper Frame Number).

7)
The AM_parameters are only applicable for AM operation. It contains PU size, Timer values (see subclause 9.5), Protocol parameter values (see subclause 9.6), Polling triggers (see subclause 9.7.1), Status triggers (see subclause 9.7.2), SDU discard mode (see subclause 9.7.3) and Minimum WSN (see subclause 9.2.2.11.3). The Minimum WSN shall always be greater than or equal to the number of transport blocks in the smallest transport block set.

8)
The parameter DiscardInfo indicates the upper layer of each of the discarded RLC SDU. It is applicable only when in-sequence delivery is active and it is purposed to be used when the upper layer requires the reliable data transfer and especially the information of the discarded RLC SDU.

9)
The Stop parameter indicates that the RLC entity shall not transmit or receive RLC PDUs. 
10)
The parameter Use special LI indicates that the LI indicating that a RLC SDU begins in the beginning of a RLC PDU (the first data octet of the PDU is the first octet of an SDU) shall be used. If the RLC SDU does not begin in the beginning of the RLC PDU, or if the LI indicating that a SDU ended exactly in the end of the previous RLC PDU is present, the LI shall not be used.

9.2.2.11.8
The Move Receiving Window (MRW) super-field

The 'Move Receiving Window' super-field is used to request the RLC receiver to move its receiving window and to indicate the amount of discarded SDUs, as a result of a SDU discard in the RLC transmitter. The format is given in the figure below.
Type = MRW

LENGTH

SN_MRW1

...

SN_MRWLENGTH

NLENGTH

Figure 9.15: The MRW fields in a STATUS PDU
LENGTH

Length: 4 bits 

The number of SN_MRWi fields in the super-field of type MRW. The values "0001" through "1111" indicate 1 through 15 SN_MRWi respectively. The value "0000" indicates that one SN_MRWi field is present and that the discarded SDU extends above the configured Tx window in the transmitter.
SN_MRWi
Length: 12 bits

SN_MRWi is used to indicate the end of each discarded SDU. SN_MRWi is the sequence number of the PU that contains the LI of the i:th discarded SDU (except when NLENGTH = 0, see definition of NLENGTH).  

Additionally SN_MRWLENGTH requests the RLC receiver to discard all PUs with sequence number < SN_MRWLENGTH, and to move the receiving window accordingly. In addition, the receiver has to discard the first NLENGTH LIs and the corresponding data bytes in the PU with sequence number SN_MRWLENGTH.
NLENGTH
Length: 4 bits

NLENGTH is used together with SN_MRWLENGTH to indicate the end of the last discarded SDU.
NLENGTH indicates which LI in the PU with sequence number SN_MRWLENGTH corresponds to the last discarded SDU. NLENGTH = 0 indicates that the last SDU ended in the PU with sequence number SN_MRWLENGTH –1 and that the first data byte in the PU with sequence number SN_MRWLENGTH  is the first data byte to be reassembled next.
9.3.3.4
Local Suspend State

Upon reception of CRLC-SUSPEND-Req from higher layer (RRC) in Acknowledge Data Transfer Ready State the RLC entity is suspended and the Local Suspend state is entered. In the Local Suspend state RLC shall not send a RLC-PDUs with a SN>=VT(S)+N. Upon reception of CRLC-RESUME-Req from higher layer (RRC) in this state, the RLC entity is resumed and the Data Transfer Ready state is entered.
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Figure 9.19: The state model for the acknowledged mode entities when local suspend is performed

9.7.6
Local Suspend function for acknowledged mode transfer
The higher layer (RRC) may suspend the RLC entity. The CRLC-SUSPEND-Req indicates this request. The RLC entity shall, when receiving this request, not send RLC PDUs with SN>=VT(S)+N ,where N is given by the CRLC_SUSPEND-Req primitive. The RLC entity shall acknowledge the CRLC-SUSPEND-Req ordering a suspend with a CRLC-SUSPEND-Conf with the current value of VT(S). The suspend state is left when a CRLC-RESUME-Req primitive indicating resume is received.

11.5.2.2
STATUS PDU contents to set

The size of the STATUS PDU shall be equal to one of the allowed PDU sizes. The information that needs to be transmitted in a status report can be split into several STATUS PDUs if one STATUS PDU does not accommodate all the information. A SUFI can not be split into several STATUS PDUs. Indication of the same PU shall not be given in more than one STATUS PDU of a STATUS report, but the ACK SUFI can be present in more than one STATUS PDU of a status report. 
Which SUFI fields to use is implementation dependent, but the status report shall include information about PUs that have been received and information about all PUs detected as missing. No information shall be given for PUs with SN(VR(H), i.e. PUs that have not yet reached the receiver.

Padding shall be inserted if the SUFI fields do not fill an entire STATUS PDU. If the PDU contains padding the last SUFI field shall be either an ACK SUFI or a NO_MORE SUFI. If there is no padding in the STATUS PDU, NO_MORE SUFI or ACK SUFI does not need to be included in the STATUS PDU.
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