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1. Introduction

This document is intended as information to 3GPP RAN WG2 about the status of the ROHC work in IETF (Internet Engineering Task Force). The paper presents current status of work progress in the ROHC WG. 

2. Status of the ROHC Algorithm

The ROHC work has proceeded well and most of the smaller items mentioned in the previous report have been solved. The whole draft has been reviewed and updated, resulting in an algorithm description that is more stable than previous one. The latest versions (after the last RAN WG2 meeting) of the ROHC draft is attached to this contribution and can also be found from [1] and [2]. Currently, the draft is under a review process during which time the authors and interested persons identify and solve existing problems or inconsistencies.

Previously, ROHC was reviewed in parts but now a combined draft has been made available to facilitate the review process. draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-02.txt was the version of this draft and this was made available on Monday 18th September. This has been extensively reviewed on the ROHC mailing list resulting in draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-03.txt (Wednesday 4th October).

3. ROHC mailing list 

The ROHC mailing list has been very active since the end of August. There have been challenges; first to develop the algorithm, then to produce the text to the draft version 02 and after its publication correcting the text and finalising the algorithm. 

4. Milestones

It has become clear that ROHC did not meet the original aggressive schedule it was aiming to. However, this does not prevent the progress in RAN WG2 as there are several contributions already to WI Radio access bearer support enhancement (TR 25.844) in this meeting. Agreed previous, recent and future milestones are listed below.

· In Pittsburgh meeting, August 21st was given as a deadline for filling in the missing parts of IP/UDP/RTP draft. Further, it was agreed to aim for WG last call on September 13th. 

· draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-02.txt has been completed 18th of September.

· Draft review and discussion,

· complementary contributions created.

· September 29th: cut-off date for draft review and discussion.

· October 2nd: draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-03.txt completed

· October 4th: Judge whether draft is ready for last call, if not identify missing and incorrect parts.

· Further discussions and contributions e.g. 5.5., merging sections 5.8 and 7.3. and aligning terminology in informational Appendix E need to be carried out.

· October 10th: draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-04.txt completed

· October 13th: Cut-off date for draft review and discussion.

· October 16th: draft-ietf-rohc-rtp-05.txt completed.

· ROHC WG last call on 16th of October

5. IESG review process

After the draft has reached a rough consensus on the working group there will be a WG last call. Last call is a comment period used to find out if there are any more comments from the WG before going to IESG last call. IESG last call is estimated to begin in the end of October/beginning of November. The IESG Last-Call period shall be no shorter than two weeks. In a timely fashion after the expiration of the Last-Call period, the IESG shall make its final determination of whether or not to approve the standards action, and shall notify the IETF of its decision via electronic mail to the IETF Announce mailing list. It is important to note that a Last-Call is intended as a brief, final check with the Internet community, to make sure that no important concerns have been missed or misunderstood. The Last-Call should not serve as a more general, in-depth review. If a standards action is approved, notification is sent to the RFC Editor and copied to the IETF with instructions to publish the specification as an RFC. (More information about the internet standards process can be found in [3].) This indicates to 3GPP that IETF considers the algorithm as stable. RAN WG2 can therefore consider ROHC stable and ready for inclusion to Release 4.0. 
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