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1. Introduction

This document is intended as information to 3GPP RAN WG2 about the status of the ROHC work in IETF (Internet Engineering Task Force). The paper presents current status of work progress in the ROHC WG meeting and in the mailing list. 

2. ROHC WG meeting in Pittsburgh

In the Pittsburgh meeting, ROHC WG was able to resolve a SO header debate that has been going on since interim meeting held in Stockholm in the end of May. The model of the header compression has three different modes: unidirectional, bi-directional optimistic and bi-directional reliable. Each of these modes has three different states: initial state, first order (FO) state and second order (SO) state. The SO state provides the best efficiency and therefore the optimisation of SO headers is the most important task. At the WG meeting in Pittsburgh it was decided that the SO header is based on the header CRC approach in unidirectional and in bi-directional optimistic mode. Reliable bi-directional mode uses a different SO header type that is based on the ACKs instead of a header CRC. 

3. Status of the ROHC Algorithm

From now on the rest of the technical problems are smaller ones and not that crucial for efficient operation of the header compression scheme. The status of the ROHC algorithm is much more stable now and some details and editorial drafting are required in order to have a good specification. This will take some time but it is envisaged that a stable algorithm will be ready for 3GPP release'00 schedule. 

4. ROHC mailing list 

The ROHC mailing list has been reasonably quiet after the WG meeting. The activity is expected to increase after the chairman provides minutes of the WG meeting. The next expected resolved issues are FO header and its extensions. 

5. Further Milestones

Only two milestones have been agreed by WG before the submission to the IESG in the end of September. All technical issues should be resolved by 21st of August and the last call should be made 13th of September.
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