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1. Overall Description:

At the RAN2#123bis meeting (Xiamen, October 2023), RAN2 made the following agreements on mobile IAB (MBSR) and its relationship to IAB:

· From R2 perspective It is not supported that Rel-18 mobile IAB-node concurrently operate as a Rel-16/17 IAB-node, as e.g. mobile-IAB doesn’t support child IAB nodes. 
· This means that there are restrictions for the network in configuring concurrent use of R-18 mIAB feature(s) and rel-16/17 IAB features (details FFS). 

· RAN2 assumes that the mobileIAB-NodeIndication-r18 in Msg5 implies a preference/intention, with the purpose to help gNB select core network node at initial registration.

· FFS if a separate mobile-IAB capability (signalled) is introduced in Rel-18. 

Further agreements on this “IAB or mIAB” issue were made at RAN2#124 (Chicago, November 2023):
· A parent node indicates support of mobile IAB but not Rel-16/17 IAB by broadcasting the “mobile IABsupported” indicator but not the “IABsupported” indicator in SIB1.

· A parent node indicates support of both, mobile IAB and Rel-16/17 IAB, by broadcasting “mobile IABsupported” and “IABsupported” in SIB1.
· From AS / R2 point of view, an IAB-node indicates capabilities to the network and the use of these are configured by the network.
· R2 assumes that the device can know whether it is intended to operate as R18 mIAB or R16/17-IAB node, (how the device knows is outside R2 scope, e.g. subscription, device internal param etc), the MSG5 indication is an indication of this intended mode of operation. This agreement is not intended to mandate that a mIAB node must support R16/17 operation (FFS pending cap discussion)

· R2 assumes that the IAB-node only indicates either mobile IAB or Rel-16/17 IAB for MSG5, not both. 

2. Actions:

RAN2 would be very grateful if SA2 and RAN3 could take the above agreements into consideration.
3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:

TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #125
26 Feb – 01 Mar 2024 
Athens, Greece
TSG-RAN WG2 Meeting #125bis
15 – 19 Apr 2024 
PRC (TBC) 
