3GPP TSG-RAN WG2 #121bis-e



      

R2-2303273
Online, April 17 – 26, 2023




Resubmission of R2-2301588
Agenda item:
7.11.3 
Source: 
Kyocera 
Title: 
Shared processing for inter-PLMN MBS broadcast reception 
Document for:
Discussion
1. Introduction
The work item on Enhancement of MBS (eMBS) includes the objective to support the UE’s shared processing for MBS broadcast and unicast as follows [1]: 
	· Specify Uu signalling enhancements to allow a UE to use shared processing for MBS broadcast and unicast reception, i.e., ‎including UE capability and related assistance information reporting regarding simultaneous unicast reception in RRC_CONNECTED and MBS broadcast reception from the same or different operators [RAN2]


RAN2#119e achieved the following agreement [2]: 

	· RAN2 focuses on solutions taking multi-Rx UEs (i.e. no specific enhancements for 1Rx UEs).


In this contribution, the consideration for simultaneous reception of MBS broadcast and unicast is provided on top of the agreement above. 
2. Discussion 
2.1. Agreed mechanism based on LTE solution 

RAN2#119bis-e achieved the following agreements with some FFSes, which were based on LTE ROM solution [3]. 

	· For shared processing we adopt the following as a baseline: 

1) new IE is added in system information to control whether MBSInterestIndication for shared processing can be sent or not; 

2) MBSInterestIndication message content and related procedure is updated for shared processing.

· New IE to control whether MBSInterestIndication for shared processing can be sent or not is added to SIB1. 
· In MBSInterestIndication, for a broadcast service that the UE is receiving or is interested to receive, at least the following information can be signalled: broadcast frequency, subcarrier spacing, and bandwidth. FFS details/exact parameters and other information. FFS in which scenarios the UE reports this information (e.g. intra-PLMN case, inter-PLMN case)

· FFS whether UE capability is needed to enable shared processing.


RAN2#121 agreed to the following statements [4]. 
	· Indicate the capability of receiving MBS broadcast from a non-serving cell. FFS whether the granularity is at FeatureSetDownlink or FeatureSetDownlinkPerCC level.

	· FFS Whether to include additional information in MII can be controlled by the network. Should consider whether this would be two-step procedure or one-step procedure (e.g. having more info in SIB1)


With this solution, the gNB may allocate the unicast resources for the UE, under the condition that the UE’s processing load does not exceed its capability.  It’s assumed that the processing capability is common for both intra-PLMN and inter-PLMN, so whether the enhanced MBS Interest Indication (MII) should be reported would depend on whether the serving cell has knowledge of MBS broadcast configuration which is provided on a different frequency and/or a different PLMN. In this sense, the new IE in SIB1 would need to indicate whether the UE should report the enhanced MII only for inter-PLMN case or also for the intra-PLMN case. The UE should check whether there is a difference between the serving PLMN and the MBS broadcast PLMN (from TMGI [5]), and it follows what is indicated in SIB1. So, RAN2 should discuss if the indication is enough with the 1-bit indication (i.e., for the ON/OFF of enhanced MII) or if multiple bits are needed (i.e., for the cases of inter-PLMN and/or intra-PLMN). 
Proposal 1 RAN2 should discuss whether the new IE in SIB1 should control whether the UE reports the enhanced MBS Interest Indication for shared processing only for inter-PLMN case or also for intra-PLMN case. 
The other FFS is related to UE capability. It’s obvious the UE capability signalling is not needed since only the UE capable of shared processing can send the enhanced MII, so the enhanced MII is considered as the implicit capability signalling. So, RAN2 should agree the principle on the UE capability signalling. 
Proposal 2 RAN2 should agree that the UE capability signalling is not needed for shared processing. 
2.2. RF chain sharing 
The agreed mechanism in section 2.1 is mainly for sharing the UE processing capability. On the other hand, it’s still worth considering how to share the UE RF chain. 

2.2.1. MBS gap for RF sharing in time domain 
2.2.1.1. Gap configuration 

In the justification part of WID [1], it’s clearly stated the UE would receive the MBS service of interest from a different operator, i.e., inter-PLMN MBS reception, whereby some key words are highlighted in yellow: 
	The Rel-17 NR MBS broadcast solution allows that the UE receives broadcast service in a downlink only manner i.e. performing broadcast reception without a need to access the network beforehand. However, in the typical use case for broadcast, the UE may be required to simultaneously receive broadcast service and unicast service from the network(s) of same or another operator, and some UEs may share the hardware resources between broadcast and unicast. Therefore, the unicast connection might be impacted by the broadcast reception for this kind of UEs. The optimization for such case is not specifically addressed in Rel-17, and should focus on the case of unicast reception in RRC_CONNECTED and broadcast reception from the same or different operators, including emergency and public safety broadcast.


For shared processing, the UE may use the same receiver for MBS broadcast and unicast. As stated above, the MBS service may be provided by a different operator; thus, on a different frequency. In case one receiver is used for different frequencies, the UE needs to tune the RF chain to these frequencies in TDD manner. So, an additional gap for MBS broadcast reception is needed for the shared processing. During the gap, the gNB avoids scheduling DL transmission for unicast, so that the UE may receive the MBS broadcast of interest on a different frequency/operator. It will be similar to either the measurement gap for inter-frequency measurements or the MUSIM gap for inter-PLMN operation [5]. 
Observation 1 The UE can tune its RF chain to different frequency to an MBS frequency during a gap where the gNB does not schedule any unicast transmission and reception. 
Regarding the gap, the question is whether or not the existing MUSIM gap is reusable for MBS reception. Technically, the MUSIM gap may be extended for the MBS reception, e.g., with additional periodicity and length [5]. However, the current specification limits the MUSIM gap to the MUSIM purpose as follows [6]. It’s obvious the current MUSIM gap is not intended to be used for MBS reception. 
	If the UE requires gap patterns for MUSIM purpose, such as cell identification and measurement, paging monitoring, SIB acquisition, and/or on-demand SI request of the target cell in the target network, then the network may provide one or more per-UE MUSIM gap pattern(s) for concurrent monitoring of all frequency layers for MUSIM via MUSIM-GapConfig [2].


In addition, it’s foreseen to create unnecessary complexity if the same gap is used for different purpose. In fact, the MUSIM gap was separately introduced in Rel-17 from the existing measurement gap [5][6], which is much simpler from both perspectives of the network and the UE, and also of the specification and the implementation. So, it would be preferable to introduce an additional gap specific to inter-frequency/inter-PLMN MBS reception, which is different from the MUSIM gap. 
Proposal 3 RAN2 should agree that an additional gap especially for inter-PLMN reception of MBS broadcast in RRC connected is introduced, i.e., “MBS gap”. 
2.2.1.2. Gap assistance information 

If Proposal 3 is agreeable, the gNB has to configure the UE with the MBS gap, but the gNB does not know whether and what gap pattern the UE needs. So, the UE should send an assistance information to inform the gNB the details of the required gap, which is already intended in the objective of this WI [1]. The assistance information is considered useful, especially in case the MBS broadcast of interest is provided by a different operator, since the current network (i.e., the selected PLMN) does not know the details of MBS broadcast configuration in different operators, such as the MTCH scheduling information. It’s similar to the MUSIM Assistance which was introduced in UAI [3]. 
Proposal 4 RAN2 should agree that an additional assistance information from the UE is introduced for the MBS gap configuration, especially for the case the MBS broadcast of interest is provided by a different PLMN. 

If Proposal 4 is agreeable, it’s worth considering what kind of assistance information would be needed. In Rel-17, the UE can inform the gNB of MII which may contain the TMGIs, the frequencies and the priority between MBS broadcast and unicast [2]. In Rel-18, RAN2 agreed the enhanced MII may contain additional information such as subcarrier spacing and bandwidth [3].  If the same operator provides the MBS broadcast of interest, the MII may work well if the gNB knows the MTCH scheduling information of a specific TMGI provided on a different frequency.  
In case a different operator provides the MBS broadcast of interest, the UE should provide the gap pattern to the gNB since the gNB in the selected network does not know the MBS broadcast configuration in the different network. The gap pattern should be based on the MTCH scheduling information on the different operator, but the reference should be based on the selected network, i.e., the gap pattern needs to be aligned with the radio frame of the network which the UE is connected to.  In addition, the RF tuning time may be included, whereby it would be left up to UE implementation how to set the gap pattern. 
Proposal 5 Especially for inter-PLMN MBS reception, RAN2 should agree that the UE requests the gap pattern to the gNB, whereby the gap pattern may cover the RF tuning time and the MTCH scheduling period on the different PLMN. 
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Figure 1
 Example of MBS gap pattern
2.2.2. SCell deconfiguration/deactivation for RF sharing 

In RAN2#119e, some company commented that the gap mechanism is complicated from the network point of view [2]. In this case, it’s up to network implementation whether to allow the MBS gap and the corresponding assistance information, as usual manner. However, there is still the fundamental problem on how the UE can receive the MBS service from a different network, when its receivers are all used for the unicast transfer in the serving network, e.g., in case Carrier Aggregation configuration does not allow the UE to receive the MBS service of interest. 
One of the simple ways to allow the UE to use one of its receivers for MBS reception could be that the gNB de-configures or deactivates one of SCells which is currently activated on the UE. However, the gNB may not know whether/when the UE prefers an SCell to be de-configured/deactivated, so it’s worth discussing, in addition to the MBS gap above, if the additional assistance information of SCell deconfiguration/deactivation for MBS reception would be useful. If it’s identified useful, it should be discussed whether or not the current MII contents, i.e., the frequency and the priority, can work for this purpose. 
Proposal 6 RAN2 should additionally discuss if the UE is allowed to inform the gNB of its preference on SCell deconfiguration or deactivation, for MBS reception from a different PLMN. 

3. Conclusion 
In this contribution, the consideration for simultaneous reception of MBS broadcast and unicast is provided, especially focusing on the shared processing in case of inter-PLMN scenario. The solutions for MBS broadcast reception from different PLMN are proposed.  RAN2 is kindly asked to take into account the observations and proposals below: 
Proposal 1
RAN2 should discuss whether the new IE in SIB1 should control whether the UE reports the enhanced MBS Interest Indication for shared processing only for inter-PLMN case or also for intra-PLMN case.
Proposal 2
RAN2 should agree that the UE capability signalling is not needed for shared processing.
Observation 1
The UE can tune its RF chain to different frequency to an MBS frequency during a gap where the gNB does not schedule any unicast transmission and reception.
Proposal 3
RAN2 should agree that an additional gap especially for inter-PLMN reception of MBS broadcast in RRC connected is introduced, i.e., “MBS gap”.
Proposal 4
RAN2 should agree that an additional assistance information from the UE is introduced for the MBS gap configuration, especially for the case the MBS broadcast of interest is provided by a different PLMN.
Proposal 5
Especially for inter-PLMN MBS reception, RAN2 should agree that the UE requests the gap pattern to the gNB, whereby the gap pattern may cover the RF tuning time and the MTCH scheduling period on the different PLMN.
Proposal 6
RAN2 should additionally discuss if the UE is allowed to inform the gNB of its preference on SCell deconfiguration or deactivation, for MBS reception from a different PLMN.
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