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1. Overall Description:
In case the UE resumes in an NPN-only cell in an inter-gNB mobility scenario RAN3 has discovered the following:
The UE, while calculating the VarResumeMAC-Input would use the targetCellIdentity pointing to the cellIdentity of the first PLMN-Identity included in the PLMN-IdentityInfoList. Meanwhile, the old/anchor gNB would use the PCI and ARFCN information of the targetCellIdentity to derive the Key NG-RAN Star in the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message.
The targetCellIdentity is associated to the first entry in the PLMN-IdentityInfoList, which the old/anchor gNB is not aware of, as it doesn’t correspond to an actual cell in NPN-only case and therefore this information is not exchanged over Xn.
RAN3 has figured out that configuring the cellIdentity of the first entry of the plmn-IdentityInfoList with the same value as the cellIdentity-r16 of the first entry in the npn-IdentityInfoList-r16 for NPN only cell would enable resumption into NPN-only cells in inter-gNB mobility cases.
RAN3 would like to ask RAN2 to consider updating TS 38.331 for including such “configuration rule” in TS 38.331.

2. Actions:

To RAN2 group:
ACTION: RAN3 respectfully asks RAN2 to provide feedback.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN3 Meetings:
The upcoming RAN3 meetings can be found in the RAN3 Meetings calendar.
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