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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 thanks SA2 for their LS on NAS-based busy indication for Idle and RRC Inactive state (R2-2106970/ S2-2105150).
RAN2 acknowledges with the description provided by SA2 with regard to use of NAS busy indication.  
	-  The UE resumes from RRC-Inactive when sending the Paging Reject in NAS level.
-  The RAN is unaware of the content of the NAS message and forwards the NAS message to AMF. The RAN node starts scheduling the DL data or signalling within its buffers for the UE.
- Depending upon UE implementation, the UE may discard any received packet or NAS PDU, which would lead to use of Uu resources for these discarded packets or NAS PDUs.
- This may continue until the UE is released.
- RAN receives the N2 release request from the AMF and then releases the UE to CM-IDLE/RRC-IDLE.



However, RAN2 does not see this as a major concern to justify an RRC based solution.  As the UE is indicating “busy”, it is unlikely that UE will be sending any data in the UL.    It seems unlikely that there would be a large number of downlink packets without any communication from UE in the UL.  So the potential wastage of radio resources should not be an issue. How the UE handles the DL data that have been received after the UE has sent the NAS busy indication and before the it is released to Idle can be left to implementations.
RAN2 response to the SA2 questions:
1)	SA2 respectfully asks RAN2 to consider the above and provide feedback.
RAN2 can  confirm that the current SA2 CR is sufficient and no further RAN2 specification changes have been identified.


2) 	SA2 would also like to ask RAN2 what range of absence time RAN2 considers to use in the procedure for “switching without leaving RRC Connected state”.
RAN2 hasn’t yet finalised the range and  the maximum period of absence in RRC CONNECTED state is likely to be about [2]s.

2. Actions:
To SA2 group.
RAN2 respectfully asks SA2 to take node of the above feedback.  


3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
3GPP RAN2#116-e	01 - 12 November 2021	Electronic Meeting

