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1	Introduction
During RAN2#111-e, the UE actions triggered by RLF in the source cell during DAPS handover was discussed as part of the email discussion [1]. 
It concerned this section (below from 36.331 5.3.11.3 “Detection of radio link failure” - an equivalent text can also be found in 38.331):

	If any DAPS bearer is configured and T304 is running, the UE shall:
1>	upon T310 expiry; or
1>	upon T312 expiry; or
1>	upon random access problem indication from source MCG MAC; or
1>	upon indication from source MCG RLC, which is allowed to be sent on source PCell, that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached for an DRB:
2>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the source MCG;
2>	suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG;
2>	reset MAC for the source MCG;
2>	release the source connection;



During the discussion many companies preferred to keep this line, even if some companies expressed views that if the line is kept, there is a need for a clarification of what “release of source connection” intends to do. According to the session minutes [2] the related CRs R2-2007310 and R2-2008072 were postponed.
This contribution attempts to take a step back, and rather to focus on only a single line, we try to identify what the appropriate actions in this event should be, and still acknowledging previous RAN2 discussions and agreements on this topic. Only then we will understand what changes (if any) that would be needed.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]2	Discussion
The concerned section originates from an agreement at RAN2#107bis:

[bookmark: _Hlk53752095]Before the successful completion of the RACH to the target cell, when the source link fails, the UE releases the source link (but not source RRC configuration which may be used for re-establishment) and stops any data transmission or reception via the source link.

This agreement was also captured in stage-2 in 36.300 10.16 “Radio Link Failure”:
	[bookmark: _Hlk47084049]	In case of DAPS handover, the UE continues the RLM of the source cell until the successful completion of the random access procedure to the target cell. If RLF is declared in the source cell, the UE:
-	stays in RRC_CONNECTED;
-	stops any data transmission or reception via the source link and releases the source link, but maintains the source RRC configuration;
-	if handover failure is declared at the target cell after source cell RLF was declared,
-	selects a suitable cell and initiates RRC re-establishment;
-	enters RRC_IDLE if a suitable cell was not found within a certain time after handover failure was declared.



...and in 38.300 9.2.7 "Radio link failure":
	-	in case of DAPS handover, for RLF in the source cell:
[bookmark: _Hlk53684766]-	stops any data transmission or reception via the source link and releases the source link, but maintains the source RRC configuration;
-	if handover failure is then declared at the target cell, the UE:
-	selects a suitable cell and then initiates RRC re-establishment;
-	enters RRC_IDLE if a suitable cell was not found within a certain time after handover failure was declared.




Looking again in stage-3 (this time from 38.331: 5.3.10.3 “Detection of radio link failure”), the three highlighted lines below are those which are supposed to correspond to the highlighted bullets in the LTE+NR stage-2 text above:
	1>	if any DAPS bearer is configured and T304 is running:
2>	upon T310 expiry in source SpCell; or
2>	upon random access problem indication from source MCG MAC; or
2>	upon indication from source MCG RLC that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached; or
2>	upon consistent uplink LBT failure indication from source MCG MAC:
3>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the source MCG i.e. source RLF;
3>	suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG;
3>	reset MAC for the source MCG;
3>	release the source connection.



But before analysing the current procedure text, let's first discuss possible approaches on the actions upon RLF in source cell.
1. To one extreme, a simple approach is obviously to do nothing, since the source cell configuration in the UE anyway will be released (typically within 1 second or much shorter, but that is partly up to the network) when the DAPS handover completes or fails. 
2. To the opposite extreme, is to prevent the UE from transmitting (or receiving) anything at all in the source after RLF was declared in the source cell. This implies stopping also physical layer procedures such as CSI reporting, beam management and PDCCH monitoring. This approach ensures that the UE can focus all transmit power and Tx/Rx time towards the target rather that sharing between source and target cell. It may also reduce UL interference in the source cell and it helps the network to detect it can stop transmitting in the DL. There are multiple means to prevent the UE from transmitting, for example releasing the physical channel configuration in the UE for the source cell. This approach should correspond to what happens when the UE receives the HO command in the legacy handover procedure, in stage-2 terminology "detach from old cell" as illustrated in the simplified stage-2 legacy handover procedure below:


3. As a middle ground, is to stop transmitting any UL data (such as RLC PDUs) but keep the physical layer running.

Further below, we will analyse the referred RRC stage-3 text above line by line by comparing to stage-2 and trying to hopefully understand the intended meaning.
[bookmark: _Hlk53737939]“suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG”:
This line should correspond to "stops any data transmission or reception via the source link " in stage-2.  We immediately can note that in stage-3 only transmission is stopped, but stage-2 as well as the RAN2#107bis agreement says " stops any data transmission or reception ".  
[bookmark: _Toc53998216]RAN2 has agreed the UE should stop both transmission and reception, but in stage-3 it appears that only transmission is stopped.
Moreover, it seems a bit unclear what "suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG" really does: 
· "Suspend the DRBs" suggests that PDCP suspend is performed, but that would suspend also transmission and reception in target during DAPS.
· "Stop transmitting any UL PDCP data PDUs in source" roughly corresponds to the UL data swtich in DAPS which is performed later, when RA procedure towards the target is completed.
· Or somethng else?

"reset MAC for the source MCG":
This line is arguable crystal clear as it refers the MAC reset procedure. From 38.321 5.12 MAC reset:
	If a reset of the MAC entity is requested by upper layers, the MAC entity shall:
1>	initialize Bj for each logical channel to zero;
1>	stop (if running) all timers;
1>	consider all timeAlignmentTimers as expired and perform the corresponding actions in clause 5.2;
1>	set the NDIs for all uplink HARQ processes to the value 0;
1>	sets the NDIs for all HARQ process IDs to the value 0 for monitoring PDCCH in Sidelink resource allocation mode 1;
1>	stop, if any, ongoing RACH procedure;
1>	discard explicitly signalled contention-free Random Access Resources for 4-step RA type and 2-step RA type, if any;
1>	flush Msg3 buffer;
1>	flush MSGA buffer;
1>	cancel, if any, triggered Scheduling Request procedure;
1>	cancel, if any, triggered Buffer Status Reporting procedure;
1>	cancel, if any, triggered Power Headroom Reporting procedure;
1>	cancel, if any, triggered consistent LBT failure;
1>	cancel, if any, triggered Sidelink Buffer Status Reporting procedure;
1>	flush the soft buffers for all DL HARQ processes;
1>	for each DL HARQ process, consider the next received transmission for a TB as the very first transmission;
1>	release, if any, Temporary C-RNTI;
1>	reset all BFI_COUNTERs;
1>	reset LBT_COUNTER.




"release the source connection":
This line would correspond to "releases the source link" in stage-2 and the RAN2#107bis agreement. Nevertheless, this line is the main cause for confusion among companies. Stage-2 does not give any more explaination of what "release of source link" intends to do. Some possible interpretations or alternative formulations of "release of source connection/link" are:
1. "detach from source cell" 
2. [bookmark: _Hlk53752020]release the physical channel configuration for the source SpCell/PCell
3. release the RLC entities for the source link
Note that all these three alternatives above makes the line "suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG " redundant since once performed, the UE cannot send (or transmit) any data in the source cell. Hence, this line can be removed.
Our preference is alternative 2 above "release the physical channel configuration for the source cell".


[bookmark: _Toc54097729]Change "release the source connection" to "release the physical channel configuration for the source SpCell/PCell".
[bookmark: _Toc54097730]Delete the line "suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG".
There are text proposals in the Annex.
[bookmark: _Toc54097731]Adopt the text proposals below.
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	4/4	
Conclusion
In the previous sections we made the following observations: 
Observation 1	RAN2 has agreed the UE should stop both transmission and reception, but in stage-3 it appears that only transmission is stopped.

Based on the discussion in the previous sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Change "release the source connection" to "release the physical channel configuration for the source SpCell/PCell".
Proposal 2	Delete the line "suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG".
Proposal 3	Adopt the text proposals below.
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A.1	TP to 36.331
[bookmark: _Toc20486868][bookmark: _Toc29342160][bookmark: _Toc29343299][bookmark: _Toc36566550][bookmark: _Toc36809964][bookmark: _Toc36846328][bookmark: _Toc36938981][bookmark: _Toc37081961][bookmark: _Toc46480588][bookmark: _Toc46481822][bookmark: _Toc46483056]5.3.11.3	Detection of radio link failure
The UE shall:
1>	in case any DAPS bearer is configured, only the target PCell is considered in the following;
1>	upon T310 expiry; or
1>	upon T312 expiry; or
1>	upon random access problem indication from MCG MAC while neither T300, T301, T304 nor T311 is running; or
1>	upon indication from MCG RLC, which is allowed to be send on PCell, that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached for an SRB or DRB:
2>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the MCG i.e. RLF;
2>	discard any segments of segmented RRC messages received;
2>	if the UE is configured with (NG)EN-DC; and
2>	if T316 is configured; and
2>	if SCG transmission is not suspended; and
2>	if NR PSCell change is not ongoing (i.e. T304 for the NR PSCell is not running as specified in TS 38.331 [82], clause 5.3.5.5.2, in (NG)EN-DC):
3>	initiate the MCG failure information procedure as specified in 5.6.26 to report MCG radio link failure;
2>	else:
3>	store the following radio link failure information in the VarRLF-Report (VarRLF-Report-NB in NB-IoT) by setting its fields as follows:
4>	clear the information included in VarRLF-Report (VarRLF-Report-NB in NB-IoT), if any;
4>	set the plmn-IdentityList to include the list of EPLMNs stored by the UE (i.e. includes the RPLMN);
4>	set the measResultLastServCell to include the RSRP and RSRQ, if available, of the PCell based on measurements collected up to the moment the UE detected radio link failure;
4>	except for NB-IoT, set the measResultNeighCells to include the best measured cells, other than the PCell, ordered such that the best cell is listed first, and based on measurements collected up to the moment the UE detected radio link failure, and set its fields as follows;
5>	if the UE was configured to perform measurements for one or more EUTRA frequencies, include the measResultListEUTRA;
5>	if the UE was configured to perform measurement reporting for one or more neighbouring UTRA frequencies, include the measResultListUTRA;
5>	if the UE was configured to perform measurement reporting for one or more neighbouring GERAN frequencies, include the measResultListGERAN;
5>	if the UE was configured to perform measurement reporting for one or more neighbouring CDMA2000 frequencies, include the measResultsCDMA2000;
5>	if the UE was configured to perform measurement reporting, not related to NR sidelink communication, for one or more neighbouring NR frequencies, include the measResultListNR;
5>	for each neighbour cell included, include the optional fields that are available;
· NOTE 1:	The measured quantities are filtered by the L3 filter as configured in the mobility measurement configuration. The measurements are based on the time domain measurement resource restriction, if configured. Blacklisted cells are not required to be reported.
4>	except for NB-IoT, if available, set the logMeasResultListWLAN to include the WLAN measurement results, in order of decreasing RSSI for WLAN APs;
4>	except for NB-IoT, if available, set the logMeasResultListBT to include the Bluetooth measurement results, in order of decreasing RSSI for Bluetooth beacons;
4>	if detailed location information is available, set the content of the locationInfo as follows:
5>	include the locationCoordinates;
5>	include the horizontalVelocity, if available;
4>	set the failedPCellId to the global cell identity, if available, and otherwise , except for NB-IoT, to the physical cell identity and carrier frequency of the PCell where radio link failure is detected;
4>	except for NB-IoT, set the tac-FailedPCell to the tracking area code, if available, of the PCell where radio link failure is detected;
4>	except for NB-IoT, if an RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo was received before the connection failure:
5>	if the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo concerned an intra E-UTRA handover:
6>	include the previousPCellId and set it to the global cell identity of the PCell where the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including mobilityControlInfo was received;
6>	set the timeConnFailure to the elapsed time since reception of the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo;
5>	if the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo concerned a handover to E-UTRA from UTRA and if the UE supports Radio Link Failure Report for Inter-RAT MRO:
6>	include the previousUTRA-CellId and set it to the physical cell identity, the carrier frequency and the global cell identity, if available, of the UTRA Cell in which the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including mobilityControlInfo was received;
6>	set the timeConnFailure to the elapsed time since reception of the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo;
5>	if the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo concerned a handover to E-UTRA from NR and if the UE supports Radio Link Failure Report for Inter-RAT MRO:
6>	include the previousNR-PCellId and set it to the global cell identity of the PCell where the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including mobilityControlInfo was received embedded in NR RRC message MobilityFromNRCommand message as specified in TS 38.331 [82] clause 5.4.3.3;
6>	set the timeConnFailure to the elapsed time since reception of the last RRCConnectionReconfiguration message including the mobilityControlInfo embedded in NR RRC message MobilityFromNRCommand message as specified in TS 38.331 [82] clause 5.4.3.3.
4>	except for NB-IoT, if the UE supports QCI1 indication in Radio Link Failure Report and has a DRB for which QCI is 1:
5>	include the drb-EstablishedWithQCI-1;
4>	except for NB-IoT, set the connectionFailureType to rlf;
4>	except for NB-IoT, set the c-RNTI to the C-RNTI used in the PCell;
4>	except for NB-IoT, set the rlf-Cause to the trigger for detecting radio link failure;
3>	if AS security has not been activated:
4>	if the UE is a NB-IoT UE:
5>	if the UE is connected to EPC and the UE supports RRC connection re-establishment for the Control Plane CIoT EPS optimisation; or
5>	if the UE is connected to 5GC and the UE supports RRC connection re-establishment for the Control Plane CIoT 5GS optimisation:
6>	initiate the RRC connection re-establishment procedure as specified in 5.3.7;
5>	else:
6>	perform the actions upon leaving RRC_CONNECTED as specified in 5.3.12, with release cause 'RRC connection failure';
4>	else:
5>	perform the actions upon leaving RRC_CONNECTED as specified in 5.3.12, with release cause 'other';
3>	else:
4>	initiate the connection re-establishment procedure as specified in 5.3.7;
In case of DC or NE-DC, the UE shall:
1>	upon T313 expiry; or
1>	upon random access problem indication from SCG MAC; or
1>	upon indication from SCG RLC, which is allowed to be sent on PSCell, that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached for an SCG, for a split DRB or for a split SRB:
2>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the SCG i.e. SCG-RLF;
2>	if the UE is configured with DC; or
2>	if the UE is configured with NE-DC and MCG transmission is not suspended:
3>	initiate the SCG failure information procedure as specified in 5.6.13 to report SCG radio link failure;
2>	else:
3>	initiate the connection re-establishment procedure as specified in TS 38.331 [82], clause 5.3.7.
In case of CA PDCP duplication, the UE shall:
1>	upon indication from an RLC entity, which is restricted to be sent on SCell only, that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached:
2>	initiate the failure information procedure as specified in 5.6.21 to report RLC failure of type duplication;
If any DAPS bearer is configured and T304 is running, the UE shall:
1>	upon T310 expiry; or
1>	upon T312 expiry; or
1>	upon random access problem indication from source MCG MAC; or
1>	upon indication from source MCG RLC, which is allowed to be sent on source PCell, that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached for an DRB:
2>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the source MCG;
2>	suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG;
2>	reset MAC for the source MCG;
2>	release the physical channel configuration for the source SpCellconnection;
The UE may discard the radio link failure information, i.e. release the UE variable VarRLF-Report (VarRLF-Report-NB in NB-IoT), 48 hours after the radio link failure is detected, upon power off or upon detach, and for NB-IoT, upon entering another RAT.
A.2	TP to 38.331
[bookmark: _Hlk43702702][bookmark: _Toc46439203][bookmark: _Toc46444040][bookmark: _Toc46486801][bookmark: _Toc52836679][bookmark: _Toc52837687][bookmark: _Toc53006327]5.3.10.3	Detection of radio link failure
The UE shall:
1>	if any DAPS bearer is configured and T304 is running:
2>	upon T310 expiry in source SpCell; or
2>	upon random access problem indication from source MCG MAC; or
2>	upon indication from source MCG RLC that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached; or
2>	upon consistent uplink LBT failure indication from source MCG MAC:
3>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the source MCG i.e. source RLF;
3>	suspend the transmission of all DRBs in the source MCG;
3>	reset MAC for the source MCG;
3>	release the physical channel configuration for the source PCellconnection.
1>	else:
[bookmark: _Hlk49160706]2>	during a DAPS handover: the following only applies for the target PCell;
2>	upon T310 expiry in PCell; or
2>	upon T312 expiry in PCell; or
2>	upon random access problem indication from MCG MAC while neither T300, T301, T304, T311 nor T319 are running; or
2>	upon indication from MCG RLC that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached; or
2>	if connected as an IAB-node, upon BH RLF indication received on BAP entity from the MCG; or
2>	upon consistent uplink LBT failure indication from MCG MAC while T304 is not running:
3>	if the indication is from MCG RLC and CA duplication is configured and activated for MCG, and for the corresponding logical channel allowedServingCells only includes SCell(s):
4>	initiate the failure information procedure as specified in 5.7.5 to report RLC failure.
3>	else:
4>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the MCG i.e. RLF;
4>	discard any segments of segmented RRC messages stored according to 5.7.6.3;
NOTE:	Void.
4>	if AS security has not been activated:
5>	perform the actions upon going to RRC_IDLE as specified in 5.3.11, with release cause 'other';-
4>	else if AS security has been activated but SRB2 and at least one DRB or, for IAB, SRB2, have not been setup:
5>	store the radio link failure information in the VarRLF-Report as described in subclause 5.3.10.5;
5>	perform the actions upon going to RRC_IDLE as specified in 5.3.11, with release cause 'RRC connection failure';
4>	else:
5>	store the radio link failure information in the VarRLF-Report as described in subclause 5.3.10.5;
5>	if T316 is configured; and
5>	if SCG transmission is not suspended; and
5>	if PSCell change is not ongoing (i.e. timer T304 for the NR PSCell is not running in case of NR-DC or timer T307 of the E-UTRA PSCell is not running as specified in TS 36.331 [10], clause 5.3.10.10, in NE-DC):
6>	initiate the MCG failure information procedure as specified in 5.7.3b to report MCG radio link failure.
5>	else:
6>	initiate the connection re-establishment procedure as specified in 5.3.7.
The UE may discard the radio link failure information, i.e. release the UE variable VarRLF-Report, 48 hours after the radio link failure is detected.
The UE shall:
1>	upon T310 expiry in PSCell; or
1>	upon T312 expiry in PSCell; or
1>	upon random access problem indication from SCG MAC; or
1>	upon indication from SCG RLC that the maximum number of retransmissions has been reached; or
1>	if connected as an IAB-node, upon BH RLF indication received on BAP entity from the SCG; or
1>	upon consistent uplink LBT failure indication from SCG MAC:
2>	if the indication is from SCG RLC and CA duplication is configured and activated for SCG; and for the corresponding logical channel allowedServingCells only includes SCell(s):
3>	initiate the failure information procedure as specified in 5.7.5 to report RLC failure.
2>	else:
3>	consider radio link failure to be detected for the SCG, i.e. SCG RLF;
3>	if MCG transmission is not suspended:
4>	initiate the SCG failure information procedure as specified in 5.7.3 to report SCG radio link failure.
3>	else:
4>	if the UE is in NR-DC:
5>	initiate the connection re-establishment procedure as specified in 5.3.7;
4>	else (the UE is in (NG)EN-DC):
5>	initiate the connection re-establishment procedure as specified in TS 36.331 [10], clause 5.3.7;
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