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TSG-RAN WG2 would like to thank TSG-T WG1/Signalling on their liaison statement on Application of the 3GPP Methodology in TR 25.921 for the ASN.1 in Release 99. Regarding the guidelines proposed in the liaison statement TSG-RAN WG2 has the following comments:

1. Since using underscores is not legal ASN.1 syntax, they will not be used in TSG-RAN WG2 specifications. The ambiguity regarding hyphens and the TTCN minus operator will be solved in the TTCN 2 standards.

2. The message encodings will be specified in an associated ECN module. 

3. TSG-RAN WG2 recognises the concern of TSG-T WG1/Sig regarding the tight schedule and the usability of current tools. However, it is worth pointing out that in the current proposed form ECN helps rather than hinders in regards to the stated aims of the TSG-T WG1 group. As proposed in TR 25.921 ECN is limited to providing a simple harness linking encoding to abstract syntax. The use of ECN enables the ASN.1 modules to be pure ASN.1 by removing the need of for proprietary language constructs to define encoding. Therefore using ECN the associated ASN.1 definitions can be directly used in TTCN.
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