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TSG RAN WG3 Iu SWG would like to inform R2 with this LS about the decision made in R3 Iu SWG to use the RAB ID to bind the NAS and AS levels together, see the figure 1. For more information about this change see R3-000069. This LS supersedes the LS sent by RAN3 at our previous meeting on the same topic.

This handling requires that the mapping of RAB IDs and RB IDs are included in the transparent RRC container, called RRC Initialisation Information in 25.331 and passed from source RNC to the target RNC at relocation of SRNS ref. [2]. With this LS, R3 kindly asks R2 to add this mapping information to the RRC container. It is also necessary to rename the NAS Binding Information with RAB ID in 25.331 to align with the change in 25.413 (RANAP). RAB-ID remains unique for the UE per CN domain and therefore is conveyed with the CN domain indicator, as currently the NAS Binding Information in RRC specification.

Currently the mapping of RBs to upper NAS level is missing from the RRC Initialisation Information container. The source RNC needs to pass the binding of the relocated RABs to the existing RBs to target RNC by using the RAB ID, which is preserved at Relocation. Otherwise the target RNC is not able to map the relocated RAB IDs received from the CN outside the container to the RB IDs within the container in the target RNC. This mapping information is need to be stored in the new SRNC since it is needed also from the new SRNC to the subsequent target RNC at later relocation.
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Figure 1: Use of RAB ID for binding to RB IDs per UE and CN domain

Note: The Iu Bearer ID has local significance for a given RAB over the Iu instance towards a CN domain. This ID is not kept at relocation and can be changed by the CN. It is shown here only for completeness of the explanation and does not impact specification other than RANAP. This ID used to be named RAB ID in RANAP V3.0.0 prior the changes presented above.

In addition to the above, RAN3 would consider the numbering of the RAB subflows in RANAP as requested by RAN2 and keep them informed on the retained solution.
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