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1 Introduction 
RAN2 is discussing whether reserved bit is needed in the EHC header, to allow future extension. We argue that Rel-16 should not have a reserved bit.
2 Discussion
The main argument for adding a ‘R’ bit seems to be the ability to add support for profiles in a later release, or to add other functional extensions in later releases. The cost of the ‘R’ bit is a reduction in the number of contexts possible, in particular with the short CID.

We believe that addition of profiles could be a fairly complex task, and may not be able to reuse the ‘R’ bit in a clean an efficient way. It would be better to use RRC to configure a different EHC type that has more functions including new profiles. This different EHC type can then have a different header, or depending on the design choice, may be able to reuse the same header as the current EHC type.

Proposal: RAN2 should not introduce ‘R’ bit in EHC header for Rel-16.

