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1	Introduction
This document discusses a proposed plan in order to provide the first Rel-16 version of TS 3x.331 (36.331 and 38.331) in March 2020, including the features and changes as developed within the Rel-16 WIs.
2	Discussion
2.1	Draft Rel-16 specification before Athens meeting
The goal with the proposed plan is to make the merging activity of the separate per WI running CRs and creation of 3x.331 Rel-16 version as smooth as possible. In Q1 2020, there is only one RAN2 meeting, RAN2#109. Therefore, we propose that a preliminary draft Rel-16 specification (“CR merge”) is produced by the 3x.331 Rapporteur some weeks before the RAN2#109 meeting, using the running CRs in the shape they have at this time. 
The Rapporteur publishes this draft rel-16 specification on RAN2 mail reflector and submits it to RAN2#109 meeting. Potential problems found during this merge activity can be classified as follows:
· Some issues may be straightforward.
· Some issue may require discussion within scope of one WI (and within the running CR email discussiona.
· Some issues may require discussion in RAN2#109 (potentially in a general Rel-16 agenda item), e.g. to resolve misalignments between how things are done in different WIs. 

This preliminary draft rel-16 specification is produced only for this purpose.
After the merge, for the remaining time until RAN2#109 meeting, RAN2 running CR email discussions resume and focus to resolve issues found during the CR merge.
After RAN March meeting, MCC will implement the approved CRs and Rel-16 version of TS 3x.331 is published.
During Q2, RAN2 is supposed to execute the “ASN.1 review” of the Rel-16 TS 3x.331. We expect we will follow the same process as before (e.g. RIL comments). Further details can be discussed at RAN2#109.

	
	Activity
	Date

	1
	RAN#86 
TS 3x.331 Rel-15 Dec 2019 (f.8.0) available 20 Dec (tentative)
	9-12 Dec
20 Dec

	2
	Rel-16 WI running CRs are implemented into new TS 3x.331 by the WI CR Rapporteurs.
	Asap

	3
	RAN2 Email discussions per WI running CR is kicked-off.
	Jan-Feb

	4
	First phase of email discussion is ended , and TS 3x.331 Rapporteur implements the per WI running CRs into a draft 3x.331 Rel-16 specification.
	24 Jan

	5
	RAN2 Email discussions per WI running CR resumes and continues until RAN2#109 meeting.
	

	6
	RAN2#109 document submission
	13 feb

	7
	RAN2#109 meeting
WI running CRs will be agreed (potentially email agreement).
(Plan for upcoming ASN.1 review in Q2 2020.)	
	24-28 Feb

	8
	RAN#87
	16-19 Mar

	9
	MCC implements the approved running CRs, Rel-16 version of TS 3x.331 is published
	

	10
	ASN.1 review
	Q2 2020



2.2	Recommendation for running CRs
After Dec versions of TS 36.331 and TS 38.331 are published, the WI running CR Rapporteurs will port the running CRs to the new specification, that is create new running CRs with the new spec as baseline. When porting a running CR to the new specification, it is recommended that the complete specification is kept within the CR (i.e., unchanged parts/sections are not deleted). Then, the overall specification impact of the new Rel-16 feature is easier visualized, and specification quality is easier ensured (e.g. new sections, field and IE names).
Unchanged parts of the running CR can be deleted as a late CR Rapporteur activity before CR agreement.
It is also recommended that draft running CRs are stored on ftp server, and not circulated in mails on the reflector.
ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/Email_Discussions/RAN2
3	Conclusion
In this document, we have discussed planning to create rel-16 versions of 3x.331 specifications.
We recommend RAN2 to discuss and agree on the following:
1. TS rapporteur creates a preliminary draft of the Rel-16 TS 36.331 and TS 38.331 specifications, using the running CRs available at 24 Feb 2020.

2. WI running CRs should keep the full spec (also unchanged parts). Unchanged parts can be deleted late, just before CR agreement.
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