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1 Introduction
In RAN2 #103bis meeting, the following agreement was achieved:
=>
We will not add autonomous gaps in Rel-15
The reason is RAN4 did not have enough time to study autonomous gap mechanism for NR in detail. But according to the reply LS [1], RAN4 didn’t identify critical functionality issues yet to use autonomous gap.
In this document, we discuss whether autonomous gap is needed in Rel-16.
2 Discussion
In LTE, CGI measurement is based on available idle periods or autonomous gaps. When performing SI acquisition using autonomous gaps, the UE may suspend reception and transmission with the source eNB within the limits defined in TS 36.133 to acquire the relevant system information from the target eNB.
Autonomous gaps facilitate fast and efficient CGI reading because UE does not need to wait for idle periods based on the DRX configuration. 
Moreover, the SS burst of the target cell may not fall into the idle periods of DRX configuration, which makes the UE unable to finish CGI reporting based on available idle periods.
For SFTD measurements, although the name “autonomous gap” is not used, UE actually adopts the similar procedure. SFTD measurements are divided into gap-based SFTD measurements and interruption-based SFTD measurements. When no gaps are configured, UE is allowed an interruption on SpCell and activated SCells to perform the SFTD measurement, and the requirement is defined by RAN4 specification.

Observation 1: Autonomous gaps are important in CGI reading, and similar procedure is employed in SFTD measurements.
Therefore, it is beneficial to introduce autonomous gaps in Rel-16.

Proposal 1: RAN2 sees it beneficial to have autonomous gaps in Rel-16. An LS can be sent to RAN4.

A draft LS is provided in [2].
3 Conclusion

The paper discusses autonomous gaps and we propose:
Observation 1: Autonomous gaps are important in CGI reading, and similar procedure is employed in SFTD measurements.

Proposal 1: RAN2 sees it beneficial to have autonomous gaps in Rel-16. An LS can be sent to RAN4.
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