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Introduction
At the last SA2 meeting a CR to TS 23.501 was agreed (S2-1908395), adding support for IAB nodes. The CR adds an overall description of how IAB is supported including architecture and protocol stacks. It also identifies the 5G System enhancements to support IAB. This contribution discusses those enhancements as well as any remaining CN-related aspects that can be address in the RAN WG meetings. 
Discussion on remaining CN-related aspects
The 23.501 CR identifies several issues, which could be addressed by RAN WGs, as discussed below.
The first issue is as follows:
· The MT terminology. Currently the MT function is not defined in the CR. Additionally, the term “MT” as such seems to cause confusion in SA2. 
To address this issue, we propose to rename the MT to IAB-MT, to make it clear that the MT is IAB-related. We also propose to introduce the following definition of the IAB-MT in TS 23.501:
IAB-MT: The UE functionality of the IAB-node. The IAB-MT includes a subset of the functionality of a UE, plus IAB-specific additions, as specified in the present document. 
[bookmark: _Toc16060762][bookmark: _Toc16579330][bookmark: _Toc16583057][bookmark: _Toc16583321][bookmark: _Toc16664053][bookmark: _Toc16664126][bookmark: _Toc16778056]Send an LS to SA2 indicating that the MT can be called IAB-MT in SA2 specifications and include the following definition of the IAB-MT in TS 23.501:
[bookmark: _Toc16664054][bookmark: _Toc16664127][bookmark: _Toc16778057]IAB-MT: The UE functionality of the IAB-node. The IAB-MT includes a subset of the functionality of a UE, plus IAB-specific additions, as specified in the present document. 
 
The second issue is as follows:
· In the CR there is a question about which 5QI/QCI should be used for the IAB node PDU session / PDN connection used for OAM. 
In our view, this should be up to operator configuration. Given that it is not expected that IAB nodes will be supported in roaming scenarios, it is not required to standardize any 5QI/QCI specifically for IAB nodes. It could however be up to SA2 if any 5QI/QCI should be standardized.
[bookmark: _Toc16060763][bookmark: _Toc16579331][bookmark: _Toc16583058][bookmark: _Toc16583322][bookmark: _Toc16664055][bookmark: _Toc16664128][bookmark: _Toc16778058]Inform SA2 that the 5QI/QCIs and the associated QoS configuration to be used for the IAB node’s own PDU session/PDN connection can be up to operator configuration. From the RAN2 perspective there is no need to standardize any specific 5QI/QCI for this.

The third issue is as follows:
· SA2 assumes that the Registration procedure is enhanced to support an indication that the IAB node is an IAB node. SA2 leaveS it to RAN to decide if this indication is transferred via RRC. 
Given the earlier agreement in RAN3#103bis to send an IAB node indication to CN in INITIAL UE MESSAGE (details FFS), we propose to add a similar indication over RRC signalling i.e. in the RRC Complete message.
[bookmark: _Toc16060764][bookmark: _Toc16579332][bookmark: _Toc16583059][bookmark: _Toc16583323][bookmark: _Toc16664056][bookmark: _Toc16664129][bookmark: _Toc16778059]Introduce an explicit IAB node indication in RRCSetupComplete message in addition to the already agreed indication in INITIAL UE MESSAGE and inform SA2 about this. 

The fourth issue is as follows:
· UE Context setup/modification procedure is enhanced to provide IAB authorized indication to NG-RAN.
This is already in line with RAN3#104 agreement. No changes are needed. 
Conclusions
Based on the discussion in earlier sections we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Send an LS to SA2 indicating that the MT can be called IAB-MT in SA2 specifications and include the following definition of the IAB-MT in TS 23.501:
[bookmark: _GoBack]IAB-MT: The UE functionality of the IAB-node. The IAB-MT includes a subset of the functionality of a UE, plus IAB-specific additions, as specified in the present document.
Proposal 2	Inform SA2 that the 5QI/QCIs and the associated QoS configuration to be used for the IAB node’s own PDU session/PDN connection can be up to operator configuration. From the RAN2 perspective there is no need to standardize any specific 5QI/QCI for this.
Proposal 3	Introduce an explicit IAB node indication in RRCSetupComplete message in addition to the already agreed indication in INITIAL UE MESSAGE and inform SA2 about this.
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