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[bookmark: _Ref4229613]Introduction
In the latest TS 23.287, the delivery of communication range is defined as following:
	TS 23.287 - 5.4.1.1:
When groupcast or unicast mode of V2X communication over NR based PC5 is used, a Range parameter is associated with the QoS parameters for the V2X communication. The Range may be provided by V2X application layer or use a default value mapped from the service type based on configuration as defined in clause 5.1.2.1. The Range indicates the minimum distance that the QoS parameters need to be fulfilled. The Range parameter is passed to AS layer together with the QoS parameters for dynamic control.
[bookmark: _Toc13683861][bookmark: _Toc9925108]TS 23.287 - 5.4.2.4:
The Range value indicates the applicability of the PC5 QoS parameters in PC5 communication, i.e. when the receiving UEs are not within the Range specified distance from the transmitting UE, the communication is best effort. Lower layer (PHY/MAC layer) may use the Range to determine the corresponding packet handling, e.g. HARQ as defined in TS 38.300, to achieve the QoS guarantee indicated by PC5 QoS parameters. 
Range is in the unit of meters. The UE is configured with the maximum Range value it can use for a particular V2X service. A V2X service may request a different range value, and the V2X layer ensures that it does not exceed the maximum Range value. 
Range is only used for groupcast communication over PC5 reference point. 



This paper discusses how access stratum utilizes communication range parameter that associated with a V2X service and delivered from upper layers. 

[bookmark: _Ref490149211]Discussion
Communication range determination
In order to check whether the PC5 QoS Range parameter can be met, the TX UE and the RX UE must know each other’s location at access stratum for accurately measuring the communication distance between them.
Besides, it has been agreed that communication range can be used to facilitate HARQ procedure in SL groupcast, i.e. RX UEs who fail to receive the packet will send a NACK to the TX UE. The following relevant agreements are made in the recent RAN1 and RAN2 meetings.
	RAN1#97
Agreements:
· For at least option 1 based TX-RX distance-based HARQ feedback for groupcast,
· A UE transmits HARQ feedback for the PSSCH if TX-RX distance is smaller or equal to the communication range requirement. Otherwise, the UE does not transmit HARQ feedback for the PSSCH
· TX UE’s location is indicated by SCI associated with the PSSCH.
· Details FFS 
· The TX-RX distance is estimated by RX UE based on its own location and TX UE location.
· The used communication range requirement for a PSSCH is known after decoding SCI associated with the PSSCH
· FFS implicit or explicit
· FFS how to define location

RAN2#105
Agreements
3: Any UEs configured to receive a group destination Layer 2 ID shall be allowed to receive the groupcast transmission, in regardless of whether it is within or out of the “minimum communication range”.



In our view, the actual communication range between the transmitter (TX) UE and the receiver (RX) UE can be either roughly estimated or accurately measured. 
It is possible to roughly estimate the distance between the TX UE and RX UE
· Based on received signal power, e.g. lower received power indicates larger distance
· Based on zone ID information shared between TX UE and RX UE 
Both approaches, i.e. received signal power based and zone ID based, provide reasonable distance estimation while sharing zone IDs between TX UE and RX UE would require extra signalling/overhead. 
On the other hand, accurate measurements also have the signalling overhead of requiring TX UE and RX UE to frequently exchange their GPS locations, either by adding it to SCI/data packet. Alternatively, a combination of infrequent, periodic PC5-RRC messaging containing GPS location can be used together with L1 SCI information containing relative movement updates (based on original GPS location). Each UE should store a mapping between other UE’s L1 source IDs and their respective locations. In this way, after decoding SCI which contains TX UE’s L1 source ID, the RX UE will know how to correctly connect the previously stored location information to the TX UE and then calculate TX-RX distance.
[bookmark: _Ref976944][bookmark: _Ref4229626][bookmark: _Toc7726504][bookmark: _Toc16527121]At access stratum, distance between TX UE and RX UE can be measured based on exchanged GPS location, or estimated based on received signal power or zone ID. 
[bookmark: _Toc16757003]TX UE’s location can be sent jointly via PC5-RRC and L1 SCI. A RX UE stores a mapping between Tx UEs’ L1 source IDs and their respective locations. 

Given a communication range requirement, access stratum may try to fulfil the QoS requirement within certain communication range. For instance, communication range associated with a V2X service can be used for power control at TX UE side. This is particularly useful for groupcast communication where no CSIT is available.  For instance, the transmission power can be relatively high if the required communication range is large, such that received signal strength for UEs at the edge of the communication range of the group will not be too weak. Besides, if the required communication range is small, the transmission power can be low to reduce the interference to UEs outside the range. 
[bookmark: _Toc534313413][bookmark: _Toc534929621][bookmark: _Toc534966011][bookmark: _Ref536273659][bookmark: _Ref976961][bookmark: _Ref976963][bookmark: _Ref4229649][bookmark: _Toc7726505][bookmark: _Toc16757004]Communication range can be an input for controlling the transmission power, particularly for groupcast. Details are left to RAN1 discussion.

Multiplexing of different logical channels having different communication ranges 
As described in previous sections, the communication range at AS can be used in operations such as transmit power control and for determining whether to transmit a HARQ feedback. Both operations operate on a MAC PDU (i.e. TB), which may consist of multiple SDUs originating from different logical channels (LCHs) having different communication range requirements. There are two possible options to handle the multiplexing of SDUs originating from different logical channels:    

A. MAC PDU always contains LCHs having same communication range: In this option, the logical channel prioritization (LCP) allows only the SDUs from LCHs having the same communication range requirement to be multiplexed into a MAC PDU. Consequently, the communication range of the MAC PDU is same as that of the LCHs from which the SDUs originate. 
A drawback of this option is that in the absence of enough data in LCHs with the same communication range, multiple MAC PDUs each carrying SDUs with the same communication range will have to be formed.

B. MAC PDU can contain LCHs having different communication ranges: In this option, SDUs from LCHs having different communication range requirements can be multiplexed into the same MAC PDU. The LCP in this option first prioritizes on multiplexing SDUs having the same communication range and then multiplexes SDUs having different communication range to fill up the MAC PDU.

In this scenario, a single communication range for the MAC PDU must be determined from the communication ranges of the originating LCHs for PHY layer treatment, e.g. transmission power and if HARQ feedback is needed. Potential options to choose the communication range for the TB are: 
1) maximum of the communication ranges of the multiplexed LCHs. 
2) minimum of the communication ranges of the multiplexed LCHs. 
3) communication range of the highest priority LCH.

[bookmark: _Toc16757005]RAN2 discusses the following options for multiplexing SDUs with different communication ranges.
a. [bookmark: _Toc16757006]MAC PDU always contains LCHs having same communication range
b. [bookmark: _Toc16757007]MAC PDU can contain LCHs having different communication ranges

[bookmark: _Ref528871418]Conclusions
[bookmark: _Hlk16527071]In section 2 we made the following observations:
Observation 1	At access stratum, distance between TX UE and RX UE can be measured based on exchanged GPS location, or estimated based on received signal power or zone ID.

Based on the discussion in section 2 we propose the following:
Proposal 1	TX UE’s location can be sent jointly via PC5-RRC and L1 SCI. A RX UE stores a mapping between Tx UEs’ L1 source IDs and their respective locations.
Proposal 2	Communication range can be an input for controlling the transmission power, particularly for groupcast. Details are left to RAN1 discussion.
Proposal 3	RAN2 discusses the following options for multiplexing SDUs with different communication ranges.
a.	MAC PDU always contains LCHs having same communication range
b.	MAC PDU can contain LCHs having different communication ranges
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