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1	Introduction
In the current TS 36.300, section 20.2.2.19 describes Retrieve UE Context. In addition, the functionality has been defined in other specs, e.g. TS 36.331, TS 36.423. Recently we observed an issue due to this feature and this paper is to analyze the issue and we also provide some solutions.


2	Discussion
In Rel-13, the feature retrieval of UE context was introduced. In TS 36.423 [1], Retrieve UE Context has been defined in section 8.3.13. The purpose of the feature is to retrieve the UE context from one eNB to another.
In the feature, the new eNB initiates the procedure by send the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT REQUEST message to the old eNB, and then the old eNB responds with the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message.

In the RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE message (details are shown in the section 5 Annex), the IE RRC context is defined and the description is shown as below.

Includes either the RRC Handover Preparation Information message as defined in subclause 10.2.2 of TS 36.331 [9], or the HandoverPreparationInformation-NB message as defined in subclause 10.6.2 of TS 36.331 [9].

In TS 36.331 [2], the IEs HandoverPreparationInformation and HandoverPreparationInformation-NB are defined (details are shown in the section 5 Annex).
In the IE HandoverPreparationInformation, some fields are marked by Cond HO, i.e. The field is mandatory present in case of handover within E-UTRA; otherwise the field is not present. While in the IE HandoverPreparationInformation-NB, most of fields are optional.
Observation 1: In the IE HandoverPreparationInformation, some fields are only present for handover purpose.

In our opinion, handover and retrieval of UE context are two separate features. For the IE HandoverPreparationInformation, the origianl intention is to support handover functionality. However, when retrieval of UE context was introduced in Rel-13, the IE HandoverPreparationInformation can be also re-used without much changes. As a result, it may lead to some confusions whether some fileds can be sent by eNBs in case of retrieval of UE context.
Observation 2: For retrieval of UE context procedure, we consider it as a separate procedure from handover, so it may lead to some confusions due to observation 1, i.e. some IEs cannot be used.


Based on above observations, we suggest to make some clarifications in TS 36.331 in order to be aligned with TS 36.423. One example is that the IE HandoverPreparationInformation can be used for retrival of UE context besides handover.
Proposal 1: It is proposed RAN2 to agree that the IE HandoverPreparationInformation can be used for retrival of UE context besides handover.


3	Conclusions
In this paper, we find that there are some misalignments between TS 36.423 and TS 36.331 regarding retrieval of UE context. We have two observations:
Observation 1: In the IE HandoverPreparationInformation, some fields are only present for handover purpose.
Observation 2: For retrieval of UE context procedure, we consider it as a separate procedure from handover, so it may lead to some confusions due to observation 1, i.e. some IEs cannot be used.

In order to solve the issue, we propose:
Proposal 1: It is proposed RAN2 to agree that the IE HandoverPreparationInformation can be used for retrival of UE context besides handover.

Based on proposal 1, we have provided CRs in [3], [4], and [5].
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5	Annex

[bookmark: _Toc486184449]9.1.2.29	RETRIEVE UE CONTEXT RESPONSE
This message is sent by the old eNB to transfer the UE context to the new eNB.
Direction: old eNB  new eNB.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description
	Criticality
	Assigned Criticality

	Message Type
	M
	
	9.2.13
	
	YES
	ignore

	New eNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.24
	Allocated at the new eNB
	YES
	ignore

	New eNB UE X2AP ID Extension
	O
	
	Extended eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.86
	Allocated at the new eNB
	YES
	ignore

	Old eNB UE X2AP ID
	M
	
	eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.24
	Allocated at the old eNB
	YES
	ignore

	Old eNB UE X2AP ID Extension
	O
	
	Extended eNB UE X2AP ID
9.2.86
	Allocated at the old eNB
	YES
	ignore

	GUMMEI
	M
	
	9.2.16
	
	YES
	reject

	UE Context Information
	
	1
	
	
	YES
	reject

	>MME UE S1AP ID
	M
	
	INTEGER (0..232 -1)
	MME UE S1AP ID allocated at the MME
	–
	–

	>UE Security Capabilities
	M
	
	9.2.29
	
	–
	–

	>AS Security Information
	M
	
	9.2.30
	
	–
	–

	>UE Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate
	M
	
	9.2.12
	
	–
	–

	>Subscriber Profile ID for RAT/Frequency priority
	O
	
	9.2.25
	
	–
	–

	>E-RABs To Be Setup List
	
	1
	
	
	–
	–

	>>E-RABs To Be Setup Item
	
	1 .. <maxnoof Bearers>
	
	
	EACH
	ignore

	>>>E-RAB ID
	M
	
	9.2.23
	
	–
	–

	>>>E-RAB Level QoS Parameters
	M
	
	9.2.9
	Includes necessary QoS parameters
	–
	–

	>>>Bearer Type
	O
	
	9.2.92
	
	YES
	reject

	>>>UL GTP Tunnel Endpoint
	M
	
	GTP Tunnel Endpoint 9.2.1
	SGW endpoint of the S1 transport bearer. For delivery of UL PDUs.
	YES
	reject

	>RRC Context
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Includes either the RRC Handover Preparation Information message as defined in subclause 10.2.2 of TS 36.331 [9], or the HandoverPreparationInformation-NB message as defined in subclause 10.6.2 of TS 36.331 [9].
	–
	–

	>Handover Restriction List
	O
	
	9.2.3
	
	–
	–

	>Location Reporting Information
	O
	
	9.2.21
	Includes the necessary parameters for location reporting
	–
	–

	>Management Based MDT Allowed
	O
	
	9.2.59
	
	–
	–

	>Management Based MDT PLMN List
	O
	
	MDT PLMN List
9.2.64
	
	–
	–

	>UE Sidelink Aggregate Maximum Bit Rate
	O
	
	9.2.97
	This IE applies only if the UE is authorized for V2X services.
	YES
	ignore

	Trace Activation
	O
	
	9.2.2
	
	YES
	ignore

	SRVCC Operation Possible
	O
	
	9.2.33
	
	YES
	ignore

	Masked IMEISV
	O
	
	9.2.69
	
	YES
	ignore

	Expected UE Behaviour
	O
	
	9.2.70
	
	YES
	ignore

	ProSe Authorized
	O
	
	9.2.78
	
	YES
	ignore

	Criticality Diagnostics
	O
	
	9.2.7
	
	YES
	ignore

	V2X Services Authorized
	O
	
	9.2.93
	
	YES
	ignore



	Range bound
	Explanation

	maxnoofBearers
	Maximum no. of E-RABs. Value is 256





[bookmark: _Toc535572076]–	HandoverPreparationInformation
This message is used to transfer the E-UTRA RRC information used by the target eNB or target ng-eNB during handover preparation, including UE capability information.
Direction: source eNB/ source RAN to target eNB or target ng-eNB
HandoverPreparationInformation message
-- ASN1START

HandoverPreparationInformation ::=	SEQUENCE {
	criticalExtensions					CHOICE {
		c1									CHOICE{
			handoverPreparationInformation-r8	HandoverPreparationInformation-r8-IEs,
			spare7 NULL,
			spare6 NULL, spare5 NULL, spare4 NULL,
			spare3 NULL, spare2 NULL, spare1 NULL
		},
		criticalExtensionsFuture			SEQUENCE {}
	}
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-r8-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfo		UE-CapabilityRAT-ContainerList,
	as-Config							AS-Config					OPTIONAL,		-- Cond HO
	rrm-Config							RRM-Config					OPTIONAL,
	as-Context							AS-Context				OPTIONAL,		-- Cond HO
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v920-IEs		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v920-IEs	::= SEQUENCE {
	ue-ConfigRelease-r9					ENUMERATED {
										rel9, rel10, rel11, rel12, v10j0, v11e0,
										v1280, rel13, ..., rel14, rel15}		OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v9d0-IEs		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v9d0-IEs	::= SEQUENCE {
	lateNonCriticalExtension			OCTET STRING (CONTAINING HandoverPreparationInformation-v9j0-IEs)	OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v9e0-IEs			OPTIONAL
}

-- Late non-critical extensions:
HandoverPreparationInformation-v9j0-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	-- Following field is only for pre REL-10 late non-critical extensions
	lateNonCriticalExtension			OCTET STRING					OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v10j0-IEs		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v10j0-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Config-v10j0						AS-Config-v10j0			OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v10x0-IEs		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v10x0-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	-- Following field is only for late non-critical extensions from REL-10 to REL-12
	lateNonCriticalExtension			OCTET STRING					OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v13c0-IEs 		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v13c0-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Config-v13c0						AS-Config-v13c0			OPTIONAL,
	-- Following field is only for late non-critical extensions from REL-13
	nonCriticalExtension				SEQUENCE {}					OPTIONAL
}

-- Regular non-critical extensions:
HandoverPreparationInformation-v9e0-IEs	::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Config-v9e0						AS-Config-v9e0					OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v1130-IEs		OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1130-IEs	::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Context-v1130					AS-Context-v1130				OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v1250-IEs						OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1250-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	ue-SupportedEARFCN-r12				ARFCN-ValueEUTRA-r9				OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO3
	as-Config-v1250					AS-Config-v1250				OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v1320-IEs						OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1320-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Config-v1320						AS-Config-v1320					OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	as-Context-v1320					AS-Context-v1320				OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v1430-IEs						OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1430-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	as-Config-v1430					AS-Config-v1430						OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	makeBeforeBreakReq-r14			ENUMERATED {true}				OPTIONAL,	-- Cond HO2
	nonCriticalExtension			HandoverPreparationInformation-v1530-IEs			OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1530-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	ran-NotificationAreaInfo-r15		RAN-NotificationAreaInfo-r15			OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-v1540-IEs							OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-v1540-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	sourceRB-ConfigIntra5GC-r15		OCTET STRING						OPTIONAL,	--Cond HO4
	nonCriticalExtension				SEQUENCE {}						OPTIONAL
}

-- ASN1STOP

	HandoverPreparationInformation field descriptions

	as-Config
The radio resource configuration. Applicable in case of intra-E-UTRA handover. If the target receives an incomplete MeasConfig and RadioResourceConfigDedicated in the as-Config, the target eNB may decide to apply the full configuration option based on the ue-ConfigRelease.

	as-Context
Local E-UTRAN context required by the target eNB.

	makeBeforeBreakReq
To request the target eNB to add the makeBeforeBreak indication in the mobilityControlInfo in case of intra-frequency handover.

	rrm-Config
Local E-UTRAN context used depending on the target node's implementation, which is mainly used for the RRM purpose. May also be provided at inter-RAT intra-5GC handover from NR.

	sourceRB-ConfigIntra5GC
NR radio bearer config used at intra5GC handover, as defined by RadioBearerConfig IE in TS 38.331 [82].

	ue-ConfigRelease
Indicates the RRC protocol release or version applicable for the current UE configuration. This could be used by target eNB to decide if the full configuration approach should be used. If this field is not present, the target assumes that the current UE configuration is based on the release 8 version of RRC protocol. NOTE 1.

	ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfo
For E-UTRA radio access capabilities, it is up to E-UTRA how the backward compatibility among supportedBandCombinationReduced, supportedBandCombination and supportedBandCombinationAdd is ensured. If supportedBandCombinationReduced and supportedBandCombination/supportedBandCombinationAdd are included into ueCapabilityRAT-Container, it can be assumed that the value of fields, requestedBands, reducedIntNonContCombRequested and requestedCCsXL are consistend with all supported band combination fields. NOTE 2

	ue-SupportedEARFCN
Includes UE supported EARFCN of the handover target E-UTRA cell if the target E-UTRA cell belongs to multiple frequency bands.



NOTE 1:	The source typically sets the ue-ConfigRelease to the release corresponding with the current dedicated radio configuration. The source may however also consider the common radio resource configuration e.g. in case interoperability problems would appear if the UE temporary continues extensions of this part of the configuration in a target PCell not supporting them.
NOTE 2:	The following table indicates per source RAT whether RAT capabilities are included or not.
	Source RAT
	E-UTRA capabilites
	UTRA capabilities
	GERAN capabilities
	MR DC capabilities
	NR capabilities

	UTRAN
	Included
	May be included, ignored by eNB if received
	May be included
	Excluded
	Excluded

	GERAN CS
	Excluded
	May be included, ignored by eNB if received
	Included
	Excluded
	Excluded

	GERAN PS
	Excluded
	May be included, ignored by eNB if received
	Included
	Excluded
	Excluded

	E-UTRAN
	Included
	May be included
	May be included
	May be included
	May be included

	NR
	Included
	Excluded
	Excluded
	May be included
	May be included



	Conditional presence
	Explanation

	HO
	The field is mandatory present in case of handover within E-UTRA; otherwise the field is not present.

	HO2
	The field is optional present in case of handover within E-UTRA; otherwise the field is not present.

	HO3
	The field is optional present in case of handover from GERAN to E-UTRA, otherwise the field is not present.

	HO4
	The field is mandatory present in case of handover within E-UTRA/5GC and optional present in case of handover from NR to E-UTRA/5GC; otherwise the field is not present.





[bookmark: _Toc535572095]–	HandoverPreparationInformation-NB
This message is used to transfer the UE context from the eNB where the RRC connection has been suspended and transfer it to the eNB where the RRC Connection has been requested to be resumed.
Direction: source eNB to target eNB
HandoverPreparationInformation-NB message
-- ASN1START

HandoverPreparationInformation-NB ::=	SEQUENCE {
	criticalExtensions						CHOICE {
		c1										CHOICE{
			handoverPreparationInformation-r13		HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-IEs,
			spare3 NULL, spare2 NULL, spare1 NULL
		},
		criticalExtensionsFuture			SEQUENCE {}
	}
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfo-r13		UE-Capability-NB-r13,
	as-Config-r13							AS-Config-NB,
	rrm-Config-r13							RRM-Config-NB					OPTIONAL,
	as-Context-r13							AS-Context-NB					OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension					HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-v1380-IEs					OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-v1380-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	lateNonCriticalExtension			OCTET STRING						OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension				HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-Ext-r14-IEs	OPTIONAL
}

HandoverPreparationInformation-NB-Ext-r14-IEs ::= SEQUENCE {
	ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfoExt-r14		OCTET STRING (CONTAINING UE-Capability-NB-Ext-r14-IEs)	OPTIONAL,
	nonCriticalExtension					SEQUENCE {}						OPTIONAL
}

-- ASN1STOP

	HandoverPreparationInformation-NB field descriptions

	as-Config
The radio resource configuration.

	as-Context
The local E-UTRAN context required by the target eNB.

	rrm-Config
The local E-UTRAN context used depending on the target node's implementation, which is mainly used for the RRM purpose.

	ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfo, ue-RadioAccessCapabilityInfoExt
The NB-IoT UE Radio Access Capability Parameters, see TS 36.306 [5].
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