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1	Introduction
RAN2#106 discussed whether a guard timer is needed for the MCG failure indication message, and left the question FFS. This contribution discusses the matter.
2	Discussion
In RAN2#106 there were company views that the UE’s S-RLF trigger from maximum number of failed transmissions (of the MCG failure indication) over SCG RLC will come into play in all cases where the UE would not get a response to that RRC message. We think there are counterexamples. The exchange of the MCG failure indication and its response can fail in other phases when the uplink message has already been SCG-RLC-ACKed to the UE, such as
· in transfer over X2/Xn in either direction (we note that the RRC TRANSFER procedure used to carry the messages on the split SRB is a class-2 procedure with no response message, and no information element to indicate uplink delivery status);
· the MN may have gone into an unresponsive condition.
Observation 1:	It is not sufficient to rely on S-RLF from maximum number of failed transmissions (of the MCG failure indication) over SCG RLC, because the RRC-message exchange between UE and MN can fail after ACKed uplink transmission over SCG RLC.
Considering possible SN-implementation solutions, we would like to point out the following factors.
Observation 2:	Especially in multi-RAT DC, the SN is not required to comprehend the RRC content that it relays over a split SRB, hence it can be unaware of the MCG failure at the UE.
Observation 3:	At an SN-determined SCG failure, the means available at the network are unclear in a setting where also the MCG has failed.
Observation 4:	Fast MCG-link recovery can have zero impact to SN, and so far none has been introduced. Without a guard timer at the UE, this property is lost.
Based on the above observations we propose to have the guard timer.
	Proposal:			RAN2 introduce the guard timer at UE for the MCG failure indication message.
3	Conclusion
We discussed the FFS on UE guard timer for the MCG failure indication, and concluded with the following.
Observation 1:	It is not sufficient to rely on S-RLF from maximum number of failed transmissions (of the MCG failure indication) over SCG RLC, because the RRC-message exchange between UE and MN can fail after ACKed uplink transmission over SCG RLC.
Observation 2:	Especially in multi-RAT DC, the SN is not required to comprehend the RRC content that it relays over a split SRB, hence it can be unaware of the MCG failure at the UE.
Observation 3:	At an SN-determined SCG failure, the means available at the network are unclear in a setting where also the MCG has failed.
Observation 4:	Fast MCG-link recovery can have zero impact to SN, and so far none has been introduced. Without a guard timer at the UE, this property is lost.
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