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1	Introduction
RAN#80 plenary approved a Study Item (WI) titled “RAN-centric Data Collection and Utilization for NR” which includes the below as one of the objectives [1]:
	This study item aims to investigate RAN-centric Data collection and utilization for NR and LTE, detailed objectives are:
· Identify necessary standard impact on data collection and utilization for the defined use cases and scenarios, including, 
· Definition: Identify relevant measurement quantities, events and faults for collection and utilization. On top of existing RRM measurements and LTE L2 measurements, identify metrics to be newly introduced or to be refined, including [RAN2]:
1. RRM measurement quantities, RLF and access failure information, etc from consenting UEs,
2. [bookmark: OLE_LINK2]L2 measurement quantities.
3. L1 measurement quantities (e.g. Timing Advance in RAR)
4. [bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Sensor data for UE orientation/altitude to log in addition to location (e.g., digital compass, gyroscope, barometer)



Throughput measurement is an important metric in verifying the QoS provided to a UE. In this paper, we discuss the adequacies of the SA5 defined measurements related to throughput calculation. The current 
2	Discussion
Performance measurements for 5G networks including throughput measurements at gNB is defined in the SA5 TS 28.552 “5G performance measurements”. RAN2 also studied the feasibility of SA5 defined measurements related to RAN2.  

It is observed that throughput measurements are calculated at PDCP SDU level based on data volume between reference time points at PDCP layer, in LTE as defined in [3]. However, the throughout measurements for NR as defined in [2] are calculated at RLC layer based on data volume between reference time points at RLC layer as illustrated in below table.













	LTE: Scheduled IP Throughput in DL (Similar measurement defined for as well)
	NR: Average DL UE throughput in gNB (Similar measurement defined for as well)

	The measurement is performed per QCI per UE.
	The measurement is optionally split into subcounters per QoS level

	




For small data bursts, where all buffered data is included in one initial HARQ transmission,  , otherwise 

	

	The time to transmit a data burst excluding the last piece of data transmitted in the TTI when the buffer is emptied. A sample of "ThpTimeDl" for each time the DL buffer for one E-RAB is emptied.

	

	The point in time after T2 when data up until the second last piece of data in the transmitted data burst which emptied the PDCP SDU available for transmission for the particular E-RAB was successfully transmitted, as acknowledged by the UE.

	

	The point in time when the first transmission begins after a PDCP SDU becomes available for transmission, where previously no PDCP SDUs were available for transmission for the particular E-RAB.

	

	The volume of a data burst, excluding the data transmitted in the TTI when the buffer is emptied. A sample for ThpVolDl is the data volume, counted on PDCP SDU level, in kbits successfully transmitted (acknowledged by UE) in DL for one E-RAB during a sample of ThpTimeDl. It shall exclude the volume of the last piece of data emptying the buffer.



	



For small data bursts, where all buffered data is included in one initial HARQ transmission,  , otherwise 

	ThpTimeDl
	The time to transmit a data burst excluding the data transmitted in the slot when the buffer is emptied. A sample of "ThpTimeDl" for each time the DL buffer for one DataRadioBearer (DRB) is emptied.

	

	The point in time after T2 when data up until the second last piece of data in the transmitted data burst which emptied the RLC SDU available for transmission for the particular DRB was successfully transmitted, as acknowledged by the UE. 

	

	The point in time when the first transmission begins after a RLC SDU becomes available for transmission, where previously no RLC SDUs were available for transmission for the particular DRB.

	

	The RLC level volume of a data burst, excluding the data transmitted in the slot when the buffer is emptied. A sample for ThpVolDl is the data volume, counted on RLC SDU level, in kbits successfully transmitted (acknowledged by UE) in DL for one DRB during a sample of ThpTimeDl. (It shall exclude the volume of the last piece of data emptying the buffer).






Observation 1: Throughput measurements defined for NR by SA5 is performed at RLC layer whereas in LTE, it is measured at PDCP layer.

QoS flow is the smallest granularity over which QoS verification can be performed by the network. The mapping between QoS flow and DRB in NR is not always one to one and can also be many to one. Therefore, performing throughput measurement at RLC layer alone is not sufficient to verify QoS and identify the throughput per QoS flow. An analysis of adequacy of RLC level throughput measurements as defined in [2] for different possible bearer configuration on NR is illustrated below:
	No
	Bearer Type
	Bearer termination point (RAN node with PDCP)
	Connected CN
	RLC layer measurement Sufficient?
	Remarks

	1
	Direct bearer on NR
	gNB
	5GC
	NO
	RB may have multiple QoS flows mapped to it. 

	2
	
	gNB
	EPC
	YES
	PDCP Throughput = RLC Throughput

	3
	Split bearer on NR
	gNB
	5GC
	NO
	RB may have multiple QoS flows mapped to it. 

	4
	
	eNB
	5GC
	NO
	

	5
	
	gNB
	EPC
	YES
	PDCP Throughput = Sum of both RLC entity throughputs

	6
	
	eNB
	EPC
	YES
	



Observation 2: Not all bearer types configured on NR can estimate QoS correctly if throughput measurement is done only based on RLC data volume at RLC layer. 

In NR a PDU session can comprise of multiple QoS flows and SDAP entity can map one or more QoS flows onto a single DRB. The restriction in QoS flow to DRB mapping is that one QoS flow is mapped onto only one DRB at a time. For radio bearers on NR (and on LTE NG-eNB) which is connected to 5GC, the QoS termination point on gNB is SDAP entity. Therefore, in order to verify QoS over an IP flow for bearers connected to 5GC, the throughput has to be measured at SDAP layer. For radio bearer on NR (in (NG)EN-DC) and on LTE which is connected to EPC, the QoS termination point on eNB is PDCP entity. In order to verify QoS for an IP flow for bearers connected to EPC, the throughput has to be measured at PDCP entity. 

Proposal 1: For NR and LTE bearers served by gNB/ NG-eNB connected to 5GC, the throughput measurement has to be done based on SDAP SDU at SDAP layer. 
Proposal 2: For NR and LTE bearers connected to EPC, the throughput measurement has to be done based on PDCP SDU at PDCP layer. 

In case of split bearers, it is not always true that PDCP throughput reflects as the sum of throughputs of the RLC entities it is connected to. For radio bearers for which PDCP duplication is configured, the throughput measurement has to be performed based on PDCP SDU volume. 

Proposal 3: For radio bearers configured with PDCP duplication, the throughput measurement has to be done based on PDCP SDU at PDCP layer.

In MR-DC cases, there are split bearers that can be configured with termination point on gNB/NR and the split leg on eNB/LTE. In such cases, in order to measure throughput over the DRB, the gNB has to consider the throughput provided over both the legs. Therefore, the gNB would add the throughput on NR RLC entity and LTE RLC entity. However, there is no throughput measurement performed on LTE RLC as per current release 15 specification [3]. Provision to measure throughput based on RLC SDU on LTE, for split bearers terminating on gNB, has to be introduced. 

Proposal 4: Introduce throughput measurement based on RLC SDU at RLC layer on eNB, when split bearer with termination on gNB is configured to UE.   
3	Conclusion
The contribution discussed RLM aspects related to release 16 mobility enhancements in LTE and the following observations and proposal are made.
Observation 1: Throughput measurements defined for NR by SA5 is performed at RLC layer whereas in LTE, it is measured at PDCP layer.
Observation 2: Not all bearer types configured on NR can estimate QoS correctly if throughput measurement is done only based on RLC data volume at RLC layer. 
Proposal 1: For NR bearers served by gNB/ NG-eNB connected to 5GC, the throughput measurement has to be done based on SDAP SDU at SDAP layer. 
Proposal 2: For NR bearers connected to EPC, the throughput measurement has to be done based on PDCP SDU at PDCP layer. 
Proposal 3: For radio bearers configured with PDCP duplication, the throughput measurement has to be done based on PDCP SDU at PDCP layer.
Proposal 4: Introduce throughput measurement based on RLC SDU at RLC layer on eNB, when split bearer with termination on gNB is configured to UE.   
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