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1. Overall Description:
RAN2 would like to thank RAN3 for their LS on bearer limit with IPv6 flow label (R3-192087). Firstly, RAN2 would like to clarify that RAN2 assumes that RAN3 would only like to receive feedback on their working assumption for using IPv6 Flow Label for UE bearer identification for 1:1 mapping and that it seems to contradict the agreement RAN3 communicated in the same LS on using GTP TEID for the same purpose. With that assumption, RAN2 would like to indicate that it would be preferential for IAB networks to support the same number of UE bearers as that achievable in case wired backhaul is utilized (i.e. 2^32 UE bearers per gNB-CU – gNB-DU pair). Even though the 2^20 UE bearers may be sufficient for initial deployments, it is likely this number will not suffice for future deployments, e.g. with very high connection density assume in urban scenarios.
Furthermore, it is RAN2 understanding that use of Flow Labels is not in line with current NDS/IPsec requirements since it in practice integrates NDS/IPsec inside the CU-UP, meaning that it does not support the separation of traffic nodes and NDS/IPsec, disabling the possibility to use the stand-alone Security Gateways as required by TS 33.210.

2. Actions:
To RAN3 group.
ACTION: 	RAN2 respectfully asks RAN3 to take the above answer and identified issue into consideration. RAN2 would also like to request RAN3 to provide support for mapping of up to 2^32 bearers between Donor CU and Donor DU per IAB node (i.e. the same number as with wired backhaul) or, if not feasible, the number as close to 2^32 as possible.

3. Date of Next TSG-RAN WG2 Meetings:
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