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Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc242573354]In the last RAN3#103bis meeting, an LS [1] to RAN2 WG on support of default DRB configuration has been agreed. In such LS, assuming that a coordination between the MN and SN is needed in setting up the default DRB (whether this is MN- or SN-terminated), RAN3 WG is asking if is possible to solve such coordination issue by introducing some indicator to the inter-node RRC message. In this contribution, we will address such aspect and we will also discuss some leftover on default DRB for the case where this is SN-terminated.  
Discussion
The latest agreements regarding default DRB are the following, made at the RAN2#103bis meeting:
Agreements
1a:	RAN2 confirm that, for SN terminated bearers, the SN is responsible to assign the DRB IDs.
1b:  The MN indicates to the SN the DRB IDs within which the SN can allocate the IDs by itself.
2: 	There is at most only one default DRB per PDU session, also in case of a split PDU session.

First, what is clear is that we have at most only one default DRB per PDU session. This of course implies that if a new PDU session is established upon SN addition, then it should be also possible to have an SN-terminated default DRB. Since the SN is responsible setting up and to assign DRB IDs for SN terminated bearer, would be good to allow the SN to also setup a default DRB (for DRBs terminated at the SN).
The SN is allowed to setup a default DRB for SN-terminated bearers (i.e., and for PDU sessions associated with an SDAP entity mapped to the SN).
According to Proposal 1, both the MN and SN can configure a default DRB based on the fact if the DRB (and the SDAP entity on which the PDU sessions are associated) are MN- or SN-terminated. However, as a general understanding it is not possible to have two default DRB configured at the same time. For this reason, a reasonable solution would be that the MN takes the decision whether the SN can setup a default DRB or not. This is also in line with the general principle that the MN is in charge of DRB establishment in MR-DC, although SN has some sort of flexibility in taking decisions. Further, according to TS 37.340, for a specific QoS flow, the MN may request the direct establishment of SCG and/or split bearers, i.e. without first having to establish MCG bearers. It is also allowed that all QoS flows can be mapped to SN terminated bearers, i.e. there is no QoS flow mapped to an MN terminated bearer. Therefore, we propose:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The MN decides whether the SN is allowed to setup the default DRB.
Since the MN is in charge of deciding whether the SN can setup a default DRB or not, then it is straightforward that an indication (i.e., from the MN to the SN). This may potentially be done in two different ways.
1. Introducing an indication in the inter-node RRC messages (i.e., in CG-ConfigInfo IE).
2. Introducing an indication in X2 signaling.
Among the two possible options, the most suitable would be to introduce a flag/indication from MN to SN regarding the activation of a default DRB into the X2 signaling. In fact, the main benefits of this solution are that the UE is not forced to decode an entire RRC message just to check if a default DRB can be configured or not. Including the indication in the X2 signaling would prevent unnecessary complexity for the UE and will have a more lean specification impact. Therefore, we propose:
The MN informs the SN whether it can configure a default DRB via an indication included in the X2 signaling (RAN3 to confirm).
Since RAN3 sent an LS [1] asking if is possible to solve such coordination issue by introducing some indicator to the inter-node RRC message, a draft reply LS is provided in [2] where we inform the RAN3 WG about the RAN2 decision to include the indicator into the X2 signaling
Send the Reply LS [2] to RAN3 to inform the above agreements.
[bookmark: _Toc242573360][bookmark: _Toc242573361]Summary
RAN2 is kindly asked to discuss the following proposals:
1. The SN is allowed to setup a default DRB for SN-terminated bearers (i.e., and for PDU sessions associated with an SDAP entity mapped to the SN).
The MN decides whether the SN is allowed to setup the default DRB.
The MN informs the SN whether it can configure a default DRB via an indication included in the X2 signaling (RAN3 to confirm).
Send the Reply LS to RAN3 to inform the above agreements.
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