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1 Introduction
In RAN#80, a new study item on NR V2X was approved [1]. Among others, one objective of the study item is to study sidelink L2/L3 protocols: 
1: Sidelink design [RAN1, RAN2]:

· Identify technical solutions for a NR sidelink design to meet the requirements of advanced V2X services, including 

· Study sidelink L2/L3 protocols
The sidelink L2/L3 protocols Include MAC, RLC, PDCP, etc. In this paper, we will discuss design of MAC protocol stack for NR V2X sidelink. 
2 Discussion 

The main MAC functionalities for LTE sidelink include [2]: 
· Mapping between transport channel and logical channel 
· Logical channel prioritization (LCP) 
· Sidelink BSR 

· Mode 3 and mode 4 resource allocation 
· Blind retransmission 

For NR V2X sidelink, similar MAC functionalities may also be required for sidelink, MAC for LTE sidelink can be used as a baseline for design of MAC for NR V2X sidelink. 
Observation 1 MAC functionalities defined for LTE sidelink may also be required by NR V2X sidelink. 
Proposal 1 MAC for LTE sidelink is used as a baseline for MAC design of NR V2X sidelink. 

Figure 1 below shows the mapping between transport channel and logical channel in LTE sidelink. SL-DCH is dedicated for transmitting discovery message. As discussed in our companion paper [3] SL-DCH has a fixed SDU size and is scheduled in dedicated resource pools, which is inflexible and inefficient. We propose to transmit discovery message on STCH/SL-SCH in NR V2X and SL-DCH is not needed. 
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              Figure 1. Sidelink channel mapping 

Observation 2 Transmitting discovery message on SL-DCH is inflexible and inefficient.  
Proposal 2 Transmit discovery message on STCH/SL-SCH and SL-DCH is not needed in NR V2X. 

Compared to LTE, the uplink LCP procedure may consider some restriction, in case RAN2 deems beneficial to use different scheduling modes for different traffics, i.e. logical channels.
Proposal 3 Restrictions to SL LCP procedure may be considered, e.g. to indicate whether mode-1 or mode-2 should be performed. 

A UE may transmit on sidelink over either LTE or NR. On which RAT a V2X service should be transmitted could be indicated in Tx profile. The gNB can figure out the V2X service type and the corresponding RAT that should be used from the destination ID in SL BSR. There is no need for SL BSR to explicitly indicate whether the UE has data to transmit on LTE sidelink or NR sidelink. 
Observation 3 The gNB can figure out the V2X service type and the corresponding RAT that should be used from the destination ID in SL BSR.  

Proposal 4 There is no need for SL BSR to explicitly indicate whether the UE has data to transmit on LTE sidelink or NR sidelink. 

In LTE only blind HARQ retransmission is supported. For NR V2X it was agreed in In RAN1 #94bis that sidelink HARQ feedback and HARQ combining in the physical layer are supported for unicast and groupcast. In RAN2 #103bis it was also agreed to study the potential L2 solutions for supporting sdielink HARQ feedback. The details will be discussed in our sidelink HARQ paper. Additionally, also CSI feedbacks should be considered as possible input to the resource/carrier reselection procedures.
Proposal 5 RAN2 studies the MAC impact of HARQ feedback and CSI on resource/carrier reselection.

Besides, in LTE we only have power headroom report (PHR) for uplink but not for sidelink. In NR V2X PHR dedicated for sidelink may be introduced, since enhanced power control will be discussed by RAN1. The details need to be investigated in both RAN1 and RAN2. 
Proposal 6 Given the potential enhancements to SL power control in RAN1, RAN2 studies the need of introducing enhancements to PHR to aid mode-1 scheduling. 

It is proposed to agree the Text Proposal in the Annex. 

Proposal 7 Agree the Text proposal in the Annex. 
3 Conclusion

In section 2 we made the following observations:

Observation 1
MAC functionalities defined for LTE sidelink may also be required by NR V2X sidelink.
Observation 2
Transmitting discovery message on SL-DCH is inflexible and inefficient.
Observation 3
The gNB can figure out the V2X service type and the corresponding RAT that should be used from the destination ID in SL BSR.


Based on the discussion in section 2 we propose the following:

Proposal 1
MAC for LTE sidelink is used as a baseline for MAC design of NR V2X sidelink.
Proposal 2
Transmit discovery message on STCH/SL-SCH and SL-DCH is not needed in NR V2X.
Proposal 3
Restrictions to SL LCP procedure may be considered, e.g. to indicate whether mode-1 or mode-2 should be performed.
Proposal 4
There is no need for SL BSR to explicitly indicate whether the UE has data to transmit on LTE sidelink or NR sidelink.
Proposal 5
RAN2 studies the MAC impact of HARQ feedback and CSI on resource/carrier reselection.
Proposal 6
Given the potential enhancements to SL power control in RAN1, RAN2 studies the need of introducing enhancements to PHR to aid mode-1 scheduling.
Proposal 7
Agree the Text proposal in the Annex.


4 References

[1] RP-181480 “New SID: Study on NR V2X”, RAN#80
[2] TS 36.321, V15.3.0, “Medium Access Control (MAC) protocol specification (Release 15)” 
[3] R2-1817961, “NR V2X sidelink protocol stack overview”, Ericsson, 3GPP RAN2#104, Spokane, WA, USA, Nov. 2018 

[4] TS 38.321, V15.1.0, “Medium Access Control (MAC) protocol specification (Release 15)” 

5 Annex – Text Proposal for 38.885 
5.1.4
L2/L3 protocols
5.1.4.X MAC
Some MAC functionalities required by NR V2X sidelink are similar to those introduced for LTE sidelink. MAC for LTE sidelink could be used as a baseline for MAC design of NR V2X sidelink. 

Given that discovery message size might flexibile and to minimize impact on the protocol stack, SL-DCH is not introduced in NR V2X. Discovery message are multiplexed over the STCH/SL-SCH. 

Restrictions to the SL LCP procedure may be studied, e.g. to differentiate mode-1 and mode-2 resource allocation strategies for different logical channels.
The gNB can figure out the V2X service type and the corresponding RAT that should be used from the destination ID in SL BSR. Sthere is no need for SL BSR to explicitly indicate whether the UE has data to transmit on LTE sidelink or NR sidelink.
A sidelink specific PHR could be introduced in NR V2X for improving mode 1 scheduling performance.
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