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1.	Introduction
In the last meeting, some company raised an issue on handling of ongoing RA procedure for BFR when BFR configuration is updated [1]. In this contribution, we investigate the impact of BFR configuration update on the ongoing BFR procedure and discuss how to handle this issue considering basic principle of transition period in MAC.
2.	Discussion 
According to the current MAC specification, the ongoing BFR procedure would be continued regardless of the BFR configuration update. If the updated configuration is regarding the RA resources for BFR, the ongoing BFR procedure may use invalid RA resources or may not fully utilize the available RA resources, as stated in [1].
Before looking at the impact of the BFR configuration update on the ongoing BFR procedure in detail, there is one thing that we need to point out. The configuration update in the middle of the related ongoing procedure is not a BFR specific issue but a general issue that may occur with other MAC procedures such as RA, SR, BSR, or DRX. Thus, we need to address this issue from a general point of view in MAC instead of specially handing the BFR case.
Observation 1. The configuration update in the middle of the related ongoing procedure is not a BFR specific issue but a general issue that may occur with other MAC procedures.
Today, the basic principle of RRC reconfiguration is that all the configuration update shall be applied immediately except for the timer value. Since the timer could be either counting up or counting down depending on the UE implementation, immediately applying the timer value may cause invalid UE behaviours, and thus, the updated timer value is supposed to be applied only after the timer expiry as an exception. However, immediate configuration update related to other parameters generally does not disrupt the ongoing procedure and it rather helps the ongoing procedure to complete successfully. 
One question is whether the UE needs to stop the ongoing procedure in order to apply the updated configuration. One may think use of old configuration should be stopped immediately by stopping the ongoing procedure and the UE needs to restart the procedure with the updated parameters. However, all the procedure is designed in a way that one time failure is of no problem by allowing sequential trial within the procedure. Thus, stopping of the ongoing procedure is not essentially required.
Observation 2. Immediate configuration update doesn’t require stopping of ongoing procedure because the UE shall naturally apply the updated parameters in the ongoing procedure. 
Now, let us examine the case where the RA resource configuration for BFR is updated while the BFR procedure is ongoing. The concerned case may occur if the network transmits the updated configuration after the UE already selects the RA resource. 
If the selected RA resource is still valid after updating the configuration, this does not cause any problem to the ongoing procedure. The inefficiency caused by losing a chance to use newly configured RA resources with a higher quality may not be critical.
On the other hand, if the selected RA resource is no longer valid for the updated configuration, the preamble transmission on the selected RA resource might be unsuccessful. However, it is not a problem because the UE would re-attempt to transmit the preamble unless the preamble transmission counter does not reach the maximum. Then, the RA resource selection for the next preamble transmission is to be performed using the updated configuration, and thus, the RA procedure would work fine for the next preamble transmission at the latest.
Observation 3. If the RA resource configuration is updated, there is still the possibility that the ongoing procedure works normally. Even if it is failed, the RA procedure uses the updated configuration at the latest for the next preamble transmission, and hence, no critical problem is foreseen.
Proposal. The BFR configuration update should be addressed in the same way as other configuration update in MAC and the UE should keep the ongoing RA procedure instead of stopping it upon receiving the updated BFR configuration.
3.	Conclusion
Observation 1. The configuration update in the middle of the related ongoing procedure is not a BFR specific issue but a general issue that may occur with other MAC procedures.
Observation 2. Even after the configuration update, the ongoing procedure is likely to be successfully completed based on the basic principle of transition period in MAC.
Observation 3. Even for the case where the RA resource configuration is updated, there is still the possibility that the ongoing procedure works normally and, even if it is failed, the RA procedure uses the updated configuration at the latest for the next preamble transmission.
Proposal. The BFR configuration update should be addressed in the same way as other configuration update in MAC and the UE should keep the ongoing RA procedure instead of stopping it upon receiving the updated BFR configuration.
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