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Introduction
In this contribution, we discuss the introduction of inter-node RRC messages for NR-DC that are not been discussed yet.
[bookmark: _Ref178064866]Discussion
One of the remaining issues that has not been addressed so far regarding NR-DC, is how and where inter-node RRC messages (i.e., sent either across the Xn- or the NG-interface) will be specified and handled in order to perform the procedures described in 3GPP TS 37.340. 
As a first point, is good to highlight that in the RAN2 AH1801 meeting, the outcome from the email discussion [100#31][NR] [1] has been that inter-node RRC messages for EN-DC will be specified in the NR RRC (i.e., TS 38.331). 
[bookmark: _Toc525804713][bookmark: _Toc525804725][bookmark: _Toc525804942][bookmark: _Toc525847067]Inter-node RRC messages for EN-DC are specified in NR RRC (38.331).
Along this line, in order to have a sort of harmonization between EN-DC and the other MR-DC options, in [4] we propose to take the EN-DC inter-node RRC message as baseline for NGEN-DC and NE-DC without introduction specific messages for each of the MR-DC architecture options.
Therefore, following the principle to reduce the standardization effort and have a part of the specification that is general/harmonize for all the MR-DC options (i.e., that now include also NR-DC), it is straightforward to extend the inter-node RRC already present in 3GPP TS 38.331 in order to support also NR-DC.
[bookmark: _Toc525804717][bookmark: _Toc525804939][bookmark: _Toc525805090][bookmark: _Toc525847045]Existing inter-node RRC message in NR RRC (38.331) are extended to support NR-DC.
[bookmark: _Toc525804718][bookmark: _Toc525804940][bookmark: _Toc525805091][bookmark: _Toc525847046]RAN2 should consider the CR in [2] to be included in TS 37.340.
In order to start also stage-3 work for late drop MR-DC options, we have prepared also a draft CR for 38.331 to be considered for inclusion in to running CR for late drop.
[bookmark: _Toc525804719][bookmark: _Toc525804941][bookmark: _Toc525805092][bookmark: _Toc525847047]RAN2 should consider the draft CR in [3] to be included in a running CR for TS 38.331 to introduce late drop functionality.
Conclusion
In section 2 we made the following observations:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Observation 1	Inter-node RRC messages for EN-DC are specified in NR RRC (38.331).

Based on the discussion in section 2 we propose the following:
Proposal 1	Existing inter-node RRC message in NR RRC (38.331) are extended to support NR-DC.
Proposal 2	RAN2 should consider the CR in [2] to be included in TS 37.340.
Proposal 3	RAN2 should consider the draft CR in [3] to be included in a running CR for TS 38.331 to introduce late drop functionality.
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