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1. Overall Description:

In the original LS S4-170952, SA4 asked RAN2 to add a "service type" to the QMC functionality, to be able to re-use the same QMC mechanism for different services. In the reply LS R2-1804085 to SA4, RAN2 asked if the service type can be included in the configuration container and the report container instead.

SA4 has discussed this topic, and concluded that placing the service type inside the container would give substantial drawbacks. QMC is in principle a generic functionality for application-level measurements, but different devices will most likely support different applications. 

If the service type is not visible to RAN, all type of QMC configurations must always be sent to all devices, as RAN will not know if the configuration is valid or not for each specific device. This will add unnecessary load on the control-plane, and also complicate the handling in the device as it may receive configurations which are not supported.

Another issue is that an operator might want to use different area scopes for different services, to investigate performance or pinpoint specific problems, but this is not possible if the service type is not visible to RAN. Thus QMC measurements might then need to be enabled for much larger areas, which would further contribute to increased load on the control channel.

By having the service type visible, RAN can match the service type with the QMC capability for each device, and only send QMC configurations to relevant devices, in relevant areas. The same is true in the opposite direction, where QMC reports potentially could be re-directed to different higher-level network entities depending on the type of service.

To keep the QMC functionality generic and efficient, SA4 therefore kindly asks RAN2 to consider adding "service type" to the QMC functionality.
 2. Actions:

To RAN2:
ACTION: 
To keep the QMC functionality generic and efficient, SA4 kindly asks RAN2 to consider adding "service type" to the QMC functionality.
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