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8 Usage of tabular format

8.1 Tabular description of messages and IEs

A protocol specification should include a ‘Tabular description’ sub-clause, including 

· A message description sub-clause;

· An IE description sub-clause

8.1.1 Message description

A ‘Message description’ sub-clause includes one sub-clause per message.

A message is described with, in this order:

· A general description, including the flow the message belongs to (e.g., SAP, direction,…); this indirectly points to the message header description, which is not described again for each message;

· A table describing a list of information elements;

· Explanatory clauses, mainly for describing textually conditions for presence or absence of some IEs.

8.1.1.1 The general description

TBI

8.1.1.2 The Information Element table

8.1.1.3 General

The table is composed of 5 columns, labelled and presented as shown below.

IE/Group Name
Presence
Mult
IE Type and reference
Semantics description







The leading spaces and tab of the text in the ‘IE/Group name’ column are significant. They determine the indentation of the line. For legibility and preventing losses due to vagaries of text editors, the indentations can be replaced by the character ">", one per level of indentation.
Each line corresponds either to an IE or to a group. A group includes all the IEs in following lines until, and not including, a line with the same indentation as the group line.

Dummy groups can be used for legibility: the following IE/Group has the same indentation. For such dummy groups, the presence/range columns are meaningless and should be left empty.

The ‘IE type and reference’ column is not filled in the case of a group line and must be filled for IEs.IE/Group Name column

In this column, the leading spaces or tabs are significant. They are referred hereafter as the indentation of the line.

This column gives the local name of the IE or of a group of IEs. This name is significant only within the scope of the described message, and must appear only once in the column at the same level of indentation. It is a free text, which should be chosen to reflect the meaning of the IE or group of IEs. This text is to be used followed by the key word IE, the whole enclosed between quotes [or in italics] to refer to the IE or the group of IEs in the procedural description.

The first word ‘choice’ has a particular meaning, and must not be used otherwise. 
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