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Issues with the response to LS on MExE support of QoS negotiation and handover notifications. 

RAN2 thanks CN1 and T2 SWG1 MExE for their recent liaisons regarding the control and notification of handovers. With regard to the question posed below by CN1 to T2 SWG1 MExE:

Is it the intention of the MExE application to actually take control of the handover procedures or just to be notified of their occurrence? If it is the former then TSG CN1 would like to express their concern over an application intervening in the control of handover given the timing issues this could present.

RAN 2 would like to reiterate that it should not be possible for handover to be controlled by a MExE application. Moreover, only notification that a handover has occurred is possible; please note our previous liaison R2-99973. 
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Title: 
Liaison on Support of Handover Notification 


_______________________________________________________________________________________________


RAN WG2 has considered the issue of handover notification to a MeXe application. It is possible for the RRC sub-layer in the UE to inform a MeXe application on the UE of the following events:


· That a soft handover is currently in progress


· That a handover  has occurred


The notification of these events can be supported without the need for changes to the RAN WG2 specifications and therefore it can be assumed that these can be available in release 99.


However, it is not possible for a MeXe application in the UE to be notified that a handover is about to occur. All handover decisions are made within the UTRAN, and so a UE has no knowledge that a handover is about to occur until it receives the handover command.
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