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1. Overall Description:

During RAN2#58bis, a discussion took place on the counting procedure for eMBMS. The discussion concludes that a solution based on common (non-UE-specific) RACH preamble(s) could possibly provide a simple solution for counting for eMBMS in both single-cell and multi-cell operating scenarios. Such a solution is described in the attached document R2-072523.
In such a solution, a “dedicated access information” is signalled to the UEs with the counting request message on MCCH. The dedicated access information consists of a set of dedicated preambles and may also include RACH channel resources which should be used for the counting response by the UE. The user selects a preamble among the set of allocated dedicated preambles and transmits the selected preamble on the assigned non-synchronous RACH channel.  The assigned RACH channel for counting response may or may not be the same RACH channel as that used by other RACH access users.
However, RAN2 identified that some further investigation is required regarding the preamble detection reliability of such a solution. RAN2 kindly request RAN1 to assist RAN2 in their investigations by providing answers to the following questions:
Q1). Is it possible to detect a preamble in the case of a large number of users using the same preamble?

Q2). Would there be an impact on detection of other preambles in case the same RACH channel is shared by both MBMS and non-MBMS accesses?
Q3). RAN2 envisages that power ramping may not be possible with MBMS counting response accesses. Could an open-loop power control mechanism be designed to configure the preamble transmission power?

2. Actions:

RAN2 kindly requests RAN1 to provide answers to the above questions.
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