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Introduction
In RAN1#87 meeting we proposed “subcell concept” [1] which could realize flexible cell split in different domains, for example spatial domain, frequency resource domain and coverage domain. In this contribution we would like to further introduce our thoughts on subcell concept especially on relation among BCH, minimum SIs and subcells.
Note that RAN2 agreement on SI is attached in the annex. "Minimum SI" at least includes information to support cell selection, for acquiring other SI, for accessing the cell. Minimum SI is broadcasted periodically. In this document, SIB to carry minimum SI is called as minimum SIB. 
Discussion
BCH
BCH which carries MIB need indicate some critical L1 information in the cell and it should indicate at least time/frequency resource position of the first minimum SIB (e.g., SIB1) in order to avoid requirement of cell specific common search space. How many bits are needed to indicate resource position of the first minimum SIB could be FFS but our view is common search space should be avoided as much as possible. It is FFS whether all minimum SIB contents can be transmitted in the first minimum SIB or some further remaining minimum SIBs. If there are remaining minimum SIBs, the scheduling could be carried out by the first minimum SIB. So we propose 
Proposal 1: MIB indicates time/frequency position of the first minimum SIB. No CSS is needed for minimum SIBs.

Minimum SIB
The minimum SIBs carry common minimum RRC signalling in the cell for accessing the cell. In order to access the cell, random access procedure is required. Therefore, random access related configuration needs to be sent over minimum SIB. When cell contains multiple subcells, the configurations of subcells should be sent in minimum SIB. Example of the signalling is following.
- Subcell[0] {selection criteria of this subcell, PRACH related configuration, RAR configuration (including RS), group common search space configuration, possibility of PCFICH related configuration, .... },
- Subcell[1] {selection criteria of this subcell, PRACH related configuration, RAR configuration(including RS), group common search space configuration, possibility of PCFICH related configuration, .... },
- ....
- Subcell[n] {selection criteria of this subcell, PRACH related configuration, RAR configuration (including RS), group common search space configuration, possibility of PCFICH related configuration, .... }
So basically each subcell index is associated with some configurations of subcell. UE could select appropriate subcell index based on selection criteria of subcell and then initiate random access procedure based on related PRACH/RAR configurations. The configuration of group common search space (GCSS) which is shared by UEs in a subcell is also known after subcell index is selected. To know exact GCSS resource may require the reception of PCFICH like signalling later if PCFICH like signalling is configured. The reason is based on our proposal PCFICH, like signalling indicates time/frequency resources of GCSS or related information like control channel resource [2]. More discussions on PCFICH like signalling could refer to our accompanying contribution [2].
Based on our view GCSS is the most critical function to realize subcell. By such ability, gNB could flexibly configure subcell based on UE mobility, coverage, load and so on while traditional small cell/pico cell/femto cell is rather fixed deployment in the network. 
Based on above considerations, we propose 
Proposal 2: Minimum SIBs should indicate configurations of subcells and each configuration is associated with subcell selection, PRACH/RAR configuration, GCSS configuration and so on. 

One option on indication of subcell configurations is by one SIB, as shown above. It could be specific SIB used for subcell configuration or combined with other contents in a SIB. It is like a common SIB for subcell configuration. Another option is different subcell’s configuration is indicated by different SIBs based on some metrics like repetition levels. For example one SIB indicates subcell’s configuration with small repetitions but another SIB indicates subcell’s configuration with large repetitions. But all the details could be discussed in RAN2. 

Subcell ID obtainment
In our view subcell ID is necessary element under subcell concept and it could be used for RS/scrambling/GCSS search space randomization. But there is no need to design specific RS like PSS/SSS to obtain subcell ID. As each subcell index is associated with RACH procedure, UE could automatically obtain subcell ID (equals to selected subcell index) after RACH procedure is successful. This could reduce some standardization complexity. One example is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 Procedure on subcell ID obtainment
Conclusion
In this contribution we discussed some thoughts on relation among BCH, SIBs and subcells. We propose following,
Proposal 1: MIB indicates time/frequency position of minimum SIB. No CSS is needed for minimum SIBs.
Proposal 2: Minimum SIBs should indicate configurations of subcells and each configuration is associated with subcell selection, PRACH/RAR configuration, GCSS configuration and so on.
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Reference
RAN2 agreements related to SIs.
RAN2#95
1: 	RAN2 to agree on proposals 1, 4, 5, 6 and 7 from [1] to be captured as guidelines for SI design in RAN2 TR with rephrasing of some proposals if needed.
2: Other mechanisms than periodic broadcast of system information should be studied during study item.
3: Agree on the terminology of Minimum SI (at least for purpose of the SI discussions).
4: Minimum SI needs to be broadcasted periodically.
5: Contents and format of minimum SI are FFS. Content will at least include information to support cell selection, for acquiring other SI, for accessing the cell. 
FFS Whether all "cells"/TRPs periodically broadcast the minimum SI.
6: Agree on the terminology of Other SI where other SI comprises everything not broadcasted in minimum SI.
FFS Whether ETWS/CMAS like information would be considered as Other SI or Minimum SI
7: Both network triggered and UE initiated mechanisms for Other SI delivery shall be further studied.
8: It is network decision whether other SI is broadcasted or delivered through UE-specific signalling.

RAN2#95bis
Agreements
1: 	In addition to basic information for initial access to the cell, the minimum SIs should include the scheduling information for broadcasted SIs/
2: 	PWS information can be classified into other SI. FFS whether this PWS would need additional enhancements.


FFS Whether the minimum SIs is broadcasted periodically in every cell on which a UE can camp
FFS Whether there are cells in the system where the UE cannot camp.

RAN2#96
Agreements
1: 	For a cell/frequency that is considered for camping by UE, then UE should not be required to acquire minimum system information from other cell/frequency layer (this does not preclude reception via SFN that is under discussion in RAN1). This does not preclude the case that UE applies stored system information from previously visited cell(s).
2: 	There may be cells in the system on which the UE cannot camp and do not broadcast minimum system information 
3:	If UE cannot determine the full minimum SI of a cell (by receiving from that cell or from valid stored information from previous cells), UE shall consider that cell as barred. It is desirable for the UE to know very quickly that this cell is not campable.
4	Each cell on which UE is allowed to camp broadcasts at least some contents of the minimum system information.


Agreements
1: 	The minimum SI should provide the information of Other SIs available in the cell, including the SIB type and validity information.
2:	UE checks the scheduling information of the other SI in the minimum SI to detect whether a specific SIB is being broadcasted or not.
3:	The SI transmission window in LTE is baseline for NR.
4: 	The scheduling information for other SI should include SIB type, validity information, periodicity, SI-window information. 
FFS: Whether MSG1 and/or MSG3 is used to carry other SI request.
5: For UEs in connected, dedicated RRC signalling can be used for the request and delivery of other SI.
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